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Choosing body art shouldn’t 
be a life or death decision. 


Tattoos and body piercing can put you at risk for contracting hepatitis C 
or hepatitis B. Both are seriéts'liver diseases that can be spread through 
improperly sterilized tattooing or piercing equipmentor through 
contaminated inks 7 


To find out how you can protect yourself, talk to your doctor or 
public health nurse. 


Please live responsibly. 


CANADIAN FONDATION 
LIVER CANADIENNE 
FOUNDATION DU FOIE 


For more information on liver health, 
please call (780) 444-1547 or visit www.liver.ca 
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Here’s your 
opportunity 
to save lives. 


Book a blood 
donation 
appoynyeny 
today! 
Canadian 


Blood Services 
8249 - 114 Street 


Donor Clinic Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:30 am - 1:30 pm & 
3 pm -7 pm 


Saturda’ 
9am-2pm 


Call 1888 2 DONATE 
istormation of to book aa appaiatment, 


for mare 
bloodservices.ca 
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) ALTERNATIVE OSCARS / 25 
he ii Two of our cinephiles weigh in and won- 
der aloud about the nominated and the 
snubbed. Children of Men, anyone? 


PICKET THE PALACE / 5 

“When the provincial government is the 
biggest beneficiary, you can imagine the 
workers have no support.” —Christine 
McMecken, United Food and Commercial 
Workers Local 401 


FLY BY NIGHT(S) / 20 

“Oh, geez. The person responsible for aii 
my scary moments and close calls is my 
husband.” —Annie Dugan, high-flying 
aerialist 


JETS OVERHEAD / 40 

“The last video shoot we did, the make- 
up artist told me | had a unibrow. That 
was a pretty good blow. | didn't become 
self-conscious and let her turn me into a 
neurod and start plucking my brow. I'm 
telling you, if you see me, | don't have 
one! | told her to stay away from it!” — 
Adam Kittredge, guitarist and throaty 
vocalist 


THERE’S REALLY NO BETTER 
WAY TO SAY “I LOVE YOU” 
AND/OR “YOU MAY HAVE A 
PROBLEM GREG” THAN BY 
GIVING A BLACK DOG GIFT 

CERTIFICATE! 


EVEN IF YOU DON’T KNOW 
ANY GREGS THEY’RE 
TOTALLY SWEET! 


AND EVERYONE KNOWS A 
GREG OR TWO SO DON’T EVEN! 


OK?... OK! 
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High Speed Lite Internet access is now 
twice as fast, for the same low price. 


Sign up for TELUS High Speed Lite ae get: 
= FREE modem ($99.95 retail value) 
= FREE month of TELUS eProtect* 


— TELUS 


the future is friendly: 


d or your nearest TELUS authorized dealer. 


Speed. On the double. 


Edmonton Wireless 
19315 104 Aye. 

Save On Telecom 
10603 — 107th Ave. 
10528 - 102 st. 


WEST END 
Communications Grou 
10620 — 178 St. 
Edmonton Cellular 
14963 - 118 Ave. 
Johnson Celiuiar 


. 4100, 10429-1728 st 


Save On Telecom 
11150 - 149 St. 
17643 - 100 Ave, 
TAC Mobility 
9935-170 SI. 
Wireless Technology 
17508 Stony Plain Aa, 


NORTH 


Altin 
9624-165 Ave, 
130G4— 50 St. 
Custom Celular 
13222 - 137 Ave. 

Mobility Central 

5- 14220 Yellowhead Trai 


SOUTH 
Alberta Mike 
3424 - 99th St. 


Communications Group 
5926 - 99 St, 


Custom Cellular 
1916 ~99 St. 


Edmonton Gellitar 
10309 - 34 Ave. 


TAC Mobility 

4516 Gateway Bid 
Wireless City 

5912 ~ 104 St. 


Orayton Valley... 
Dunn Right Comm 
3715 - 50th St. 


Fort Saskatchewan 
Associated Telecom 
9914 - 103 St. 
Gambricige Electronics 
9542 — 86th Ave. 


Leduc 

Communications 2000 
§904 —50 St. 

Complete Communications 
5205 — 50 Ave. 

St, Albert 


Edmonton Celiuiar 
#30, 200 SL. Albert Ra. 


‘Global Cell 
20A Muir Dr. 


Save On Telecom 
St. Albert Centre Mail 
Sherwood Park 
Bemie’s Celular 

‘973 Ordze Rd. 


Lor TELUS mobile monthiy rate plan end hav ‘subscriber to TELUS | Internet services in the past $0 days. Your $1595 monthly High Speed Lite Internet access plan rate 
increase by Asechyvecmanan etree Ege itcar Oia ct fe for clients already in a service agreement. Cancellation fee of 


reereanti canrtetatt JS representative atthe point of installation Atcscnt ai unless you call in to terminate eProtect service. © 2007 TELUS. 
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So not Hillary, then? 


SHANNON PHILLIPS / shannon@vueweekly.com 
belong to groups like Equal Voice, and I attend events put on by the 
I “Famous Five” Foundation—groups dedicated to getting more women 
elected, regardless of party or ideology. 

But sometimes I'think I need to check my head. Often, women in politics 
don’t make any difference at all. Increasing the number of women in politics 
only matters if they are feminists—and men can fulfil that role. I'd take a Par- 
liament full of Ed Broadbents over Rona Ambroses anyday. 

Embracing the laudable goal of electing more women allows hawkish, con- 
servative, elite and almost always white women to pass themselves off as 
“one of us.” Witness the “feminist” transformation of Anne McLellan. 

McLellan was the Justice Minister who introduced Canada’s civil rights-lim- 
iting “anti-terrorism” laws after 9/11 and was the Natural Resources Minister 
that refused to support the Kyoto Protocol. From 1997 until about 2003, McLel- 
lan opposed same-sex marriage. Even so, McLellan earned the support of 
Edmonton’s mushy-headed “progressives” who saw her as the champion of 
everyone from women’s equality to the poor. Too bad she was part of a gov- 
ernment whose policies led to poorer and more unequal Canadian women. 

McLellan’s out of office, but her resumé just gets better. She is the chair of 
the Liberal Women's Task Force, a position that earned her the “feminist” 
moniker from OilWeek Magazine, and McLellan sits on the board of several cor- 
porations: Cameco, a uranium producer; Agrium, one of the country’s largest 
fertilizer and petrochemical companies; and Nexen, a natural gas company. 

Gee, look at the Liberal Party's feminist poster girl at work: working for a 
company that would be happy to supply uranium to nuclear reactors in the tar 
sands, and two others that make their living from non-renewable resources. 
That time spent fighting Kyoto is really paying off. 

Feminism isn’t about counting the boobs around the table and calling it a 
job well done. What we need are more women in government that make poli- 
cies in the interests of people and the planet. I want a reprieve from increasing 
poverty, insecurity, homelessness, not to mention a looming ecological holo- 
caust. I'm not certain if | care who does the work to make that happen. But ! 
am certain about this: it’s not always going to be women doing the good work, 
especially if we keep deluding ourselves that gender makes a difference: wien 
principles and ideology are the better questions to be asking. v 
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ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
fter sitting empty for almost 
He two years, one of Edmon- 
ton’s oldest and most his- 
toric buildings may soon be 
redeveloped. 

The Arlington Apartments, a 
provincial and municipal historic 
site heavily damaged by a still- 
unsolved arson in April of 2005, has 
remained boarded up and fenced 
off since the fire while the building's 
owner, Saraswati Singh, has fought 
with the City about his plans for the 
building’s future. 

Singh initially planned to com- 
pletely demolish the 98-year-old 
Edwardian-influenced red brick 
apartment block. Engineers have 
determined that what remains of the 
building can be salvaged, though, so 
the City is forcing him to preserve the 
facade because of its historical value, 
and because of the $522 000 govern- 
ment grant Singh had received to 
improve the building in the mid-'90s. 

The proposed development, 
designed by local architect Fraser 
Brinsmead, would preserve three 
walls of the building’s fagade (the 
back wall would be demolished). 
The old building would be redevel- 
oped into commercial space on the 
ground floor and lofts on its upper 
levels, with the 20-storey residential 
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tower rising above it. 

The development faces a number 
of challenges, including a zoning 
bylaw limiting new developments to 
14 storeys. The developer insists that 
the extra height is essential to the 
viability of the project—Brinsmead 
estimates restoring the facade alone 
will cost $1.4 million, so the addi- 
tional stories are needed to help 
Singh recoup this cost. 


THE ARLINGTON OFFICIALLY opened 
on Nov 6, 1909, at 499 Victoria 
Avenue in what was then Edmon- 
ton’s affluent west end. Built for 
$130 000 by Winnipeg contractor 
Robert Grant, the Arlington was 
erected at a blistering pace—Grant’s 
25 bricklayers and 50 carpenters 
started work in July of 1909; by 
December, they'd completed the 
entire building, inside and out. 

The Arlington's early tenants 
reflected the building’s status as one 
of Edmonton's premier addresses— 
businessmen, doctors, teachers, bar- 
risters and civil servants are said to 
have lived there in its early days, but 
by the time Singh purchased the 
building in 1987 prostitution, home- 


lessness and drugs had emerged as 
major problems in the neighbour 
hood. 

Towards the end of its life, the 
building became infamous, both for 
the colourful characters whom 
inhabited it (the Arlington was @ 
popular address for artists, mus!” 
cians, drag queens and other per 
formers as well as drug users an‘ 
prostitutes) and for Singh’s frequen 
run-ins with the Landlord and Ten- 
ant Advisory Board and with Capital 
Health, who briefly condemned the 
building in 1998 after the boiler quit 
in the dead of winter. w 


MURRAY SINCLAIR / murray @vueweekly.com 
Iberta’s “red-hot economy” 

[appears to promise a work- 
A™ Paradise, with plentiful 
jobs meaning that anyone not happy 
about their employment situation can 
simply find another position. 

But that hype doesn’t fit the reality 
of someone like Roseline Richardson, 
an employee since 1991 at West 
Edmonton Mall’s Palace Casino, a job 
from which she has been on strike for 
over five months. 

"I'm 55,” the pit boss says, sitting 
outside the casino on the picket line 
one weekday afternoon. “I don’t want 
to start somewhere else.” 

This job dedication, which a union 
representative says is common, can 
help explain why the workers have 
stayed on strike, voting earlier this 
month against a company offer that 
included pay raises of three per cent 
per year over four years. 

The union also fingers the province 
for prolonging the strike with what it 
says are employer-friendly labour 
laws, all the while raking in a fortune 
in revenues from gaming (see sidebar). 


WHILE CASINOS MAY SEEM iike a new 


frontier for the labour movement, 
unionization is common in places 
like Ontario, says Christine McMeck- 
an, a representative with the United 
Food and Commercial Workers Local 
401. (The only other unionized casi- 
no in Alberta is in Calgary, where 
another union led a 45-day strike 
two years ago.) 

“The industry itself is the problem,” 
Says McMeckan, describing gaming 
companies as resistant to unions. 

“(Casino operators have] been 
allowed to operate unfettered.” 

Workers at Palace, which was once 
Edmonton’s biggest casino, have been 
trying to bring in a union since 1994, 
but Richardson says they went for a 
staff association instead. 

“It negotiated three contracts for 
less than we wanted,” she says, 
describing a “long frustration” with 
the association’s advocacy. 

A lawyer hired by the association 
recommended it merge with the 
UFCW in 2003, but that process start- 
ed two years of court battles, with 
Palace arguing that the certification 
vote was improper. 

Contract negotiations began in fall 
2005 after a summer certification, 
but complaints of unfair labour prac- 
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tices and a change in negotiators 
meant issues only began to get 
resolved last June. 

“But when it came to money, all 
Progress ground to a screeching halt,” 
the UFCW representative says. 

Company spokesperson Brian Het- 
herington says what is being paid out 
at Edmonton’s other non-unionized 
casinos must be considered when 
wages for Palace's 23 different posi- 
tions are negotiated. 

“It's a very competitive business,” 
he says of the local gaming industry. 

But McMeckan calls Palace’s cur- 
rent wages “unfortunately terrible,” 
with servers making $7 per hour and 
dealers making just under $9 per hour. 

Tips range from $2 per hour to $6 
on a good night, but they are pooled 
and taxed at a set rate, and unavail- 
able for staff like kitchen workers and 
security guards. 

The union feels the casino is under- 
staffed, and McMeckan can’t under- 
stand why the casino wouldn't 
naturally increase wages to attract 
and keep workers. 


She notes how safety on the job is 
another issue, with workers having to 
deal first hand with social concerns 
like alcoholics and problem gamblers 
on the verge of losing their homes. 


SINCE PALACE’S WORKERS voted 90 


per cent in favour of going on strike in 
September, Hetherington says man- 
agement and a few new recruits have 
run the casino, without giving more 
specifics. 


“It has been affected, there's no 
doubt,” he says, noting how two new 
casinos have since opened in the 
Edmonton area. 

The 300 unionized workers have 
been pared to 200 since the strike 
began, says Hetherington, with the 
others leaving to work elsewhere or 
crossing the picket line. 

Those who cross are met with jeers 
from the strikers and risk being filmed 
on a camera set up by the UFCW, with 
the images posted on a union website. 

The union says less than 10 per 
cent have crossed the line, and others 
have gone to other casinos, showing 
their loyalty to the industry. 

“It can be a good job [and] a fun 
place to work, if the compensation is 
where it needs to be,” says McMeckan 

The workers come from diverse 
economic and ethnic backgrounds, 
she says, and range in age from 
teenagers to seniors, with many on 
staff related. 

“It's a family thing for them,” says 
the spokeswoman, noting a mother 
and daughter on the picket line. “Why 
should they leave? They like their job 
They want to make this one fit.” 

McMeckan says casino customers 
have supported the strike by not 


It’s all in how you play the game 


The union representing striking workers at the Palace Casino 
blames what it sees as Alberta’s poor labour laws as a factor in 
the dispute’s length. 

But the province is involved in another way: the Alberta 
government makes more money from gaming than from the oil 
sands. : 

“A huge chunk goes to government,” says Christine 
McMeckan, a representative with the United Food and Com- 
mercial Workers Local 401. 

“When the provincial government is the biggest beneficiary, 
you can imagine the workers have no support.” 

But a private-sector company, BC-based Gateway Casinos Ltd, 
operates Palace, and charities have designated days where they 
help out the casino’s operations and get a part of the proceeds. 

“That's the tricky part of the industry,” McMeckan says of 
this unique private-public-charitable venture, which she called 
“a licence to print money.” 

While the UFCW estimates Palace has lost 80 per cent of its 
business since the strike began, representatives from the casino 
and the province would not release any details on dollar loss. 

“They don’t have any clue at all,” says casino spokesman 
Brian Hetherington of the union estimate. 

The spokesman acknowledged that when business dips at a 
casino, the pool shared by the business and the province dries 
up and “everybody gets less.” 

But all proceeds from casinos in the Edmonton area are 


ada to use the 
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pooled and distributed among charities, so no charity is affect- 
ed if their turn at the casino falls on a slow day, or by other fac- 
tors like a labour dispute. 

Within casinos, the operator gets 15 per cent of slot machine 
revenue and charities get another 15 per cent, but the province 
gets 70 per cent, which it puts into the Alberta Lottery Fund. 

Alberta Gaming spokeswoman Stephanie Francis says that 
money goes back to volunteer and community-based organiza- 
tions, through a grant process. 

Table games within a casino are split between operators and 
the charities, which no casino can operate without, she says. 

Charities have had the option to reschedule their days at 
Palace, Francis says, if they don’t want to operate during the 
strike. 

But McMeckan says that “puts charities in a terrible posi- 
tion,” as finding another suitable day may not always be possi- 
ble or could create a large inconvenience. 

She says the Alberta government hasn't helped the union 
with its labour laws, which lack first-contract legislation and a 
ban on replacement workers in place in other provinces. 

“It's so easy if employers lose at the certification level for 
them to get another kick,” says 

McMeckan, noting how the province allowed Palace to 
reject binding arbitration that would lead to a deal. 

“They stonewall and wait it out until the process is frus- 
trated.” w 
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patronizing the casino, a move she 
attributed to a rapport they built up 
with some workers who have been at 
Palace for up to 15 years 

Some charities have also asked 
Alberta's gaming ministry to resched- 
ule their time volunteering at Palace 
until the strike is settled 

The vote on the casino’s offer made 
in January, ordered by the Alberta 
Labour Relations Board, saw 99 work- 
ers against to 73 for. 

“It Was an extremely close vote,” 
says Hetherington, considering that 
28 ballots questioned by the union 
were ruled ineligible. 

McMeckan says the 55 per cent 
rejection of the company’s offer 
shows that most workers are still 
unhappy, while some are anxious for 
the strike to be over. 

“We are, naturally, very disappoint- 
ed with the results of the vote,” said 
Palace owner Howard Worrell in a 
statement 

“One of the key elements that 
should have helped all the striking 
staff was a $2 500 signing bonus to all 
eligible full-time employees and 
$1 000 signing bonus to all eligible 
part-time employees at the time of the 
new contract signing.” 

As well as the three per cent 
increases, backdated to November 
2005, Worrell's statement said the 
rejected offer included new programs 
on sick pay. 

But McMeckan says the offer would 
have created a two-tier wage struc- 
ture, ultimately leaving some employ- 
ees with less pay. 

The union believes the company 
offer did not allow proper union rep- 
resentation on the worksite, taking 
away an office that workers had when 
organized as an association 

McMeckan says spirits remain good 
on the picket line, even more so than 
when the strike began. 

“They get more determined every 
passing day,” she says, noting how 
workers at other casinos are eying 
their progress, with the hopes they 
can start their own union drives next 

“They're angry and betrayed and 
have a cause.” 

The company would like to be 
operating back as normal, Hether- 
ington says, but there are no discus- 
sions in the immediate future with 
the company. 

“I'm not going to make predic- 
tions,” he adds. w 
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www.parkplacecommunities.com 


Start living your future sooner 
in your perfectly planned condo 
South Terwillegar 


7323 South Terwillegar Dr 
REBECCA EFFA 232-5295 


Le Mon - Thurs 2-7 
Weekends / Holidays 12-5 


Whitemud Or 


H ms 


199 Street - 53 Avenue 
AMANDA MADILL 915-4178 


Mon - Thurs 2-7 
Weekends / Holidays 12-5 
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EY 
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now selling South Hamptons 


Government convenes 
‘expert’ panel for 
energy royalty review 


SHANNON PHILLIPS / shannon@vueweekly.com 
ast week, Minister of Finance 
L Oberg announced the gov- 
ernment will review whether 
“Albertans are receiving a fair share 
from energy development through 
royalties, taxes and fees.” 

The review comes in the wake of 
the Conservative leadership contest, 
in which many candidates and their 
supporters expressed dismay at Alber- 
ta’s low royalty and tax rates for oil, 
gas, oil sands and coal. Last spring, a 
poll commissioned by the Pembina 
Institute showed 84 per cent of Alber- 
tans think our province is not collect- 
ing enough from its non-renewable 
resources. , 

The six-member committee will 
hold a series of public meetings and 
report their findings by Aug 31. Dates 
for the public meetings have not yet 
been set. 

The “expert” review panel is com- 
prised of academics, former CEOs and 
senior accountants and tax policy 
specialists for industry. No employee 
organizations, non-governmental 
organizations, First Nations groups or 
average citizens are included on the 
panel 

Think tanks such as the Pembina or 
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Parkland Institute are also excluded 
Both organizations have published 
detailed analyses of royalty and tax 
structures for non-renewable 
resources in Alberta. 

In 2004, Pembina found that Alas 
ka charged $11.60 per barrel oil roy 
alty, while Norway charged $14 10 
per barrel. Alberta charged $4.30 pe: 
barrel. 

Between 1995 and 2002, Alaska 
captured almost 100 per cent of th« 
economic rent of the resource, an 
Norway captured almost 90 per cent 
Alberta captured just 50 per cent 


CALGARY-BASED ENCANA is one oi 


the few companies that disclose their 
average royalty rates. In 2003 
EnCana paid an average of 12.9 pe 
cent on the Canadian (mostly Alber 
ta) natural gas they produced. The) 
paid 20 per cent on their US-pro 
duced gas. 

Alberta collects about the sam 
amount of money from gambling as 
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MacEwan 


think Relationships 
Bachelor of Child and Youth Care 


(with diploma exit option) 


MacEwan's Bachelor of Child and Youth Care (with a diploma 
exit option) prepares you for a rewarding career helping at- 
risk youth and their families manage emotional and 
behavioural problems. With diploma and degree options, you 
can choose your own path - and reach your full potential. 


Build relationships that change lives. 


Attend a FREE Information Session: 
Monday, February 26, 2007 - 6 pm, Room 209 
MacEwan South Campus (7319 - 29 Avenue) 


Call (780) 497-4646 
or visit www.MacEwan.ca/cyc 


LOCAL 424 


EDMONTON 461-9086 
WWW.IBEW424.NET 
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iis, who also lives in 
ice on the top floor of 
nner-city warehouse, 
to just pack up and 
date of the eviction 
23, but since extended 
plethora of young local 

a nightly series of con- 
billed as the “Save Our 
al. The goal is to raise 
enough money to either relocate the 
Studio or to improve the current 
space to the landlord's satisfaction, 

igh Ennis isn’t holding out much 
hope for the latter outcome. 

"The morning that the story about 
us came out in the Journal, {landlord 
Harjinder Johal} called me and asked 
what I wanted,” Ennis explained. “I 
said | wanted to fix up the building and 
get a business license, but he still said 
that he ‘didn’t want the young people 
here,’ although he agreed to give us 
another two weeks, since we're in the 
process of finding a new place.” 
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DOWNTOWN 


According to Ennis, while a new 
home for the fledgling club has yet to 
be secured, remaining in the Down- 
town area is absolutely essential for 
the Studio. 

“All of the patrons and bands I've 
talked to say that it absolutely has to 
be downtown,” he insisted, noting 
that, he remains optimistic that a suit- 
able space can be found. 

“There are plenty of empty build- 
ings downtown,” he noted. . 


ENNIS HAS LIVED IN THE toft for over a 
decade, using it as a rehearsal space 
for he and his friends’ various musical 
endeavours throughout the course of 
his residency there, but he decided to 
turn his home into a live music venue 
for mostly local, unheralded young 
groups quite recently. The Studio has 
been operating quasi-legally for over 
a year, lacking a proper business or 
nightclub license, although Ennis is in 
the process of obtaining the necessary 
permits from the City. 

Despite the club's somewhat murky 
legal status, however, Ennis said that 
City officials and the Edmonton Police 
Service have actually been quite sup- 
portive of the Studio and its activities. 

“I've never had a problem with the 
police or the City,” Ennis said. “We 
have a good relationship with the 
police, they've been here many times, 
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and the-City knows about it, and 
they're okay with us being here, even if 
it is a bit of a grey area legally. We've 
never had a complaint against us.” 

Even the Studio's laissez-faire atti- 
tude towards intoxicants hasn't drawn 
the ire of law enforcement. The club 
does not sell alcohol, but allows adult 
patrons to bring their own as long as. 
they “don't get too rowdy,” and while 
“hard drugs” are banned, marijuana, if 
smoked discretely, is allowed. 

“We've always ID’ed and given dif- 
ferent,coloured wristbands to kids— 


we don’t allow minors to drink,” 
Ennis explained. “And as for pot, one 
time a cop who came in mentioned 
that he smelled it and asked about our 
drug policy, but when | explained that 
I felt it was better to have the kids 
doing that inside than wandering 
around this neighbourhood at night, 
he agreed and didn’t say anything 
more about it.” 

In fact, Ennis praises the EPS mem- 
bers who patrol the area for their 
pragmatism in dealing with the Studio. 

“In 12 years, I've had nothing but 


, 
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great relations with the police in this 
neighbourhood,” he enthused. “If any- 
thing, I'd like to see them around a lit- 
tle more often. As far as we're 
concemed, we're not doing anything 
wrong, and they seem to agree.” 


THE BUILDING'S OWNER, however, 
sees things differently. 

“What really caused all this was I 
had a disgruntled partner pull out on 
me a couple of months ago and he 
sent a letter to the landlord saying 
that underage kids have been drink- 
ing and doing drugs at the venue, 
which is not true,” Ennis explained, 
“but that was enough to give him a 
reason to kick us out.” 

While Vue could not reach the Stu- 
dio’s landlord, he did give a statement 
to the Edmonton Journal outlining his 
concems. 

“It's nothing against them, but I 
don't feel safe,” Harjinder Johal said. “1 
don't want this kind of thing in my 
building.” 

Ennis does admit that he’s currently 
“a little behind” on his rent, but balks 
at the idea that he’s being evicted 
simply because Johal is uncomfortable 
with “this kind of thing.” 

“This kind of thing’ has been going 
on in this building for 35 years,” Ennis 
insisted. “I hear all the time from peo- 
ple that they remember coming to 
parties here and seeing bands here 
way back when. It’s too bad this is the 
way it has to end, but we're not done 
quite yet." w 
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The tentative deal on North Korea's 
nuclear weapon program announced on 
Feb 13 is worse than the deal that the 
Bush administration wrecked in 2005, and 
considerably worse than the one the Clin- 
ton administration made but did not abide 
by in 1994. This deal lets North Korea 
keep whatever nuclear weapons it has 
already built, plus whatever others it can 
build with fissile material that it has 
already produced. But it’s probably the 
best deal left. 

The pattern of bargaining by nuclear 
blackmail that is now so closely identified 
with Kim Jong-il’s regime actually began 
in the final full year of his father’s rule. In 
1993, Kim Il-sung’s regime refused an 
inspection by the International Atomic 
Energy Authority of North Korea’s nuclear 
reactor at Yongbyon. Instead, he 
announced that Pyongyang would with- 
draw from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty and reprocess 8 000 spent fuel 
rods from Yongbyon to extract plutonium 
suitable for nuclear weapons. 

By June of 1994, the Clinton adminis- 
tration was seriously discussing air 
strikes against Yongbyon, but former 
president Jimmy Carter sensed that this 
was actually a bargaining ploy by a 
regime that was in desperate economic 
trouble (Like Cuba, North Korea had 
depended heavily on Soviet economic 
subsidies that ended with the collapse of 
the Soviet Union in late 1991). Carter 
went to Pyongyang and substituted 
bribery for threats. Within days, North 
Korea agreed to remain under NPT safe- 
guards, admit IAEA inspectors and stop 
trying to reprocess plutonium. 

In return, under the “Agreed Frame- 
work,” the United States, South Korea 
and Japan promised to supply Pyongyang 
with two pressurized-water reactors 
(whose spent fuel would not yield fissile 
material), after which North Korea would 
shut down its plutonium-producing 
re7actor at Yongbyon. They would also 
provide North Korea with 500 000 tonnes 
of fuel oil annually for free and facilitate 
the shipment of a large volume of food 
aid by various international aid agencies. 

Pyongyang obeyed this agreement for 
the next eight years, although it soon dis- 
covered a loophole: the deal did not 
explicitly ban North Korea from pursuing 
nuclear weapons by the alternative 
means of mining uranium ore and enrich- 
ing it. And although the free oil arrived 
faithfully each year through the later 
1990s, enabling the North Korean econo- 
my to stagger on, the United States never 
kept its commitment to build two pressur- 
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we do from conventional crude oil 
($1.4 billion). Liquor and tobacco 
taxes significantly outpace oilsands 
royalty revenue ($1.3 billion on booze 
and smokes last year compared to 
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ized-water reactors for North Korea. Then 
the Bush administration took office in 
2001 and disavowed the deal entirely. 


PRESIDENT BUSH DENOUNCED Kim 
Jong-il as a monstrous tyrant (perfectly 
true), and formally abandoned the US 
commitment to build two reactors for 
North Korea. Shortly afterwards he ended 
free oil shipments to the country—and a 
year later, after 9/11, Bush declared the 
North Korean regime a member of the 
“axis of evil” that the United States was 
going to dismantle. 

Pyongyang panicked, and Kim Jong-il 
did exactly what his father had done in 
1993. In October, 2002, North Korea open- 
ly acknowledged its secret uranium 
enrichment program and in January of 
2003 it withdrew from the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty. Soon afterwards it 
began reprocessing the 8 000 spent fuel 
rods from Yongbyon that had been in stor- 
age since 1994. 

North Korea just wanted the “Agreed 
Framework” back—but this was the time 
when the neo-conservative tide was In 
full flood in Washington, and the Bush 
administration was in no mood for shabby 
bargains with a regime from the Dark 
Side. Pyongyang was told that it had to 
renounce its nuclear program before the 
United States would deign to negotiate 
with it. 

“North Korea has been going through 
its blackmail handbook, but we're not 
going to play,” declared US Deputy 
Undersecretary of State John Bolton. 
"We are not in the marketplace to buy off 
North Korea’s accumulation of weapons 
of mass destruction. For us, all options 
are on the table.” All very well, except 
that Washington, already fully committed 
to the invasion of Iraq, really didn’t have 
any military options against North Korea. 


$950 million from the tar sands). 
Alberta also has the lowest corporate 
taxes in Canada, reduced last year by 
another $365 million, for a total of 
almost a billion in corporate tax cuts 
over the past decade. 

Post-review royalty rates will 
apply only to new developments. 
This may lead to a rush on new oil- 


its nuclear program 
to get money for nothing ... again 
AIGHT 


The so-called “six-party talks,” includ- 
ing North Korea, the United States, 
China, Russia, Japan and South Korea, 
finally got underway in August of 2003 
Everybody else involved was well aware 
that any agreement would have to resem 
ble the 1994 deal, but the Bush adminis 
tration desperately resisted that 
conclusion. On several occasions North 
Korea flounced out of the talks, and even- 
tually an agreement was reached along 
the predictable lines. 

In September of 2005 North Korea 
agreed to rejoin the NPT, ending its 
efforts to produce nuclear weapons and 
re-admitting IAEA inspectors. In return, 
the other parties agreed to resume oil 
shipments to North Korea and to build the 
promised pressurized-water reactors, and 
the United States promised not to attack 
North Korea or try to overthrow iis 
regime. 

Then, quite unexpectedly, the US Trea 
sury Department imposed financial sanc- 
tions on North Korea on the (unproven) 
grounds that Pyongyang was counterfeit 
ing US dollars. It’s still not clear whether 
this was a deliberate spoiling move by 
hard-liners within the administration or 
just poor policy coordination, but the deal 
fell apart. A year later, North Korea tested 
its first nuclear weapon. 

Now, inevitably, there is a new deal 
along much the same lines: North Korea 
shuts down the Yongbyon reactor, and 
gets a million tonnes of fuel in return But 
now it has at least a couple of nucleat 
weapons (though they may not work very 
well), and it looks like it gets to keep 
them. v 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears regularly in Jue Weekly. 


sands developments, as companies 
try to get in under the wire as the 
province does not support a morato- 
rium on new oilsands projects dut- 
ing the review. 

According to the Energy and Utili- 
ties Board, there are currently 54 oll- 
sands projects in operation. Over 100 
await regulatory approval. w 


i last week: antibiotics increase 
jevels of treatment-resistant bacteria in 
the mouth for at least six months after 
treatment. 

We didn't know this? We did actually; 
the study just proved scientifically what 
we've known (unscientifically and unoffi- 
cially—the way we know a lot of things) 
for a long time. The study confirmed that 
our free and easy use of antibiotics ("| 
can't afford to be sick this week—fix me, 
fast!”) affects not only those taking them, 
but all of us—everyone coming into con- 
tact with those treated, and everyone in 
contact with the environment of those 
treated. We're exposed to the superbugs 
living in their mouths every time they 
sneeze or every time we touch a door 
handle they've touched after they've 
sneezed—and, if we drink tap water, 
we're also exposed to trace amounts of 
medication. I'm so pleased. 

| know that antibiotics are at times 
unavoidable, but not as often as we think. 
And when they truly are unavoidable, 
why aren't patients prescribed a course of 
probiotics following treatment to counter 
the well-known side effects of antibi- 
otics? Probiotics, as the name suggests, 
are the antidote to antibiotics, and cor- 
fect side effects like altered micro-biolo- 
gy—bad bugs run amok, taking over the 
friendly ones—and help keep numbers of 
treatment-resistant superbugs down. Pro- 
biotics, by the way, are available pretty 
much anywhere, but the highest quality 
ones will be found on the shelves of your 
greedy, snake-oil-profiteering health food 
store, without prescription. 

And speaking of prescriptions and 
things run amok, last week brought this 
admission from the US federal govern- 
ment: pharmaceutical companies it regu- 
lates have yet to initiate 71 per cent of 
outstanding “post-market” safety evalua- 
tions on products already available to 
consumers. It's convenient for Big Phar- 
ma, isn't it, to draw profits while halding 
off on ensuring public safety? And doesn't 
this create a bit of a challenge for doctors 
wanting to do no harm and needing medi- 
cines to prescribe? 

There are, of course, alternatives to 
the newest drugs available (and often to 
drugs, period). Dr Andrew Stoll of 
Boston's McLean Hospital Pharmacology 
Unit and of the Harvard Medical School 
Department of Psychiatry has recently 
published very promising research on the 
relationship between omega-3 fatty acids 
and bipolar disorder. And the Pfeiffer 
Treatment Center in the US, which 
approaches illness from a biochemical, 
orthomolecular, nutraceutical perspective, 
has found common threads to the vast 
Majority of sufferers of attention deficit 
disorders—most have copper/zine regu- 
lation problems; most have zinc deticien- 
cles; most have gastrointestinal 
Problems; most have essential fatty acid 
deficiencies and most have high levels of 
metals such as lead, cadmium, mercury. 

Those all sound relatively easy and 
Safe to address. A good naturopathic doc- 
tor, some nutritional and toxicity testing, 


Maybe superbeigs will 
Start getting depressed? 


Some commitment to not-overnight suc- 
cess, and We.might just be able to avoid 
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Sive approach isn’t at times appropriate 
Or necessary—just probably not nearly as 
often as we've come to think. 

Even pharmaceutical interventions 
with these disorders require persever- 
ance and a trial-and-error approach, and 
Success can be elusive. Regarding slow 
and milder alternative approaches, it’s 
like Wayne Gretzky once said: "You miss 
100 per cent of the shots you don't take,” 


THE ALTERNATIVE T0 NOT giving “alter- 
Native” a try sucks. The US FDA has 
recently reminded us that patients on 
medications for mood and attention disor- 
ders must be closely monitored during 
therapy as the medications have been 
guilty of worsening symptoms such as 
Panic attacks, agitation, irritability, hostil- 
ity, anxiety, insomnia, impulsivity, hypo- 
mania and suicidal tendencies. 

Dr Ulrik Malt of the University of Oslo 
says, “There are no good reasons for 
long-term antidepressant treatment of all 
unipolar [major] depressions.” Around 70 
per cent of patients go into spontaneous 


Probiotics, by the way, are 
available pretty much any- 
where, but the highest quality 
ones will be found on the 
shelves of your greedy, snake- 
oil-profiteering health food 
store, without prescription. 


remission within six months of a major 
depressive episode even without treat- 
ment and can remain in remission for sev- 
eral years. Add some nutraceutical 
support, and who knows how quickly that 
remission might come and how long it 
might last? 

Besides, many of the side effects of 
antidepressant meds, things like sexual 
dysfunction, would only increase the rip- 
ple effect and add to depression, |'d 
think. (Scenario: I'm depressed and unin- 
terested in life. | go on meds, and am 
possibly less depressed—or possibly 
equally as or more depressed, anxious, 
hostile and impulsive, and am now also 
sexually uninterested and dysfunctional, 
and my partner leaves me ... I'm going to 
be happy now?) 

It's lonely swimming against the flow 
though, having your doctor raise her or 
his eyebrows at your desire to avoid med- 
ication and at “unproven” and “unscien- 
tific’ approaches to treating depression 
or ADHD. 

And speaking of loneliness ... loneli- 
ness—that is, feeling alone more than 
being alone—is a risk factor for 
Alzheimer’s, not an early sign of the dis- 
ease. We're social creatures who need 
healthy interactions to maintain our 
health—a bit of a problem in our isolated 
electronic world and an even larger one 
for the voice in the wilderness. Maybe |'ll 
have to make some changes, write a little 
less.and find something more interactive 
to do with my time. w 
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Professional ACTING Program (3 years) 
Professional PRODUCTION Program (2 years) 


Audition Dates: 
Ottawa (April 25) 
Toronto (May 1) 
Edmonton (May 4) 


Application deadline is March 30, 2007 Vancouver (April 24 — May 4) 


For application & information: 
Studio 58, Langara College 100 W 49" Ave, Vancouver, BC VSY 226 
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www.langara.bc.ca/studio58 
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Nothing soothes the pain 
like someone else’s pain ... 
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It's getting a little uncomfortable here. This 
road trip the Oilers embarked on is four 
games old (with three left) and the team is 
only two points richer in the standings. 
The team is also short one short player 
after Marc-Andre Bergeron was traded. An 
overtime loss to Buffalo, a shootout loss to 
Ottawa and two good, old-fashioned loss- 
es (Toronto and Boston) are stretching the 
tiny gap between the Oilers and the last 
Western Conference playoff spot into a 
huge crevasse. It doesn't help that Vancou- 
ver, Minnesota and Calgary keep winning. 
Hell, even the St Louis stinking Blues are 
catching up to Edmonton. 


BERGERON GONE A weekend trade that 
sent troubled Oilers d-man Marc-Andre 
Bergeron to Long Island for Denis 
Grebeshkovy, a prospect blueliner, could 
mean any of these things: 1. The Oilers 
are out. Kevin Lowe's next deals will dis- 
mantle the team and load up for next 
year. 2. The Oilers wanted Grebeshkov 


and had to take this deal while it was | 


available. It wasn’t the deal Lowe needed 
to make but it was out there. 3. It's time 
for another Russian player and hearken 
back to the days of Bobo Mironov and 
Andrei “The Tank” Kovalenko. DY 


SMALL COMFORT Let's revisit the Oilers’s 
playoff chances, shall we? Let's say that 
94 points gets them into the post-season. 
That means they need 32 points in 22 
games. Therefore, they must win 16 out 
of 22 games. And | just haven't seen them 
show the kind of jam you need to win 16 
of 22. So, yeah, no playoffs this year. But | 
can still take solace.(in a very shallow 
and immature way) in the fact that the 
Avalanche are in the very same boat, and 
look to miss the playoffs for the very first 
time since they moved to Colorado in 
1995. It's true. Other people's suffering 
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Tim Bowling 


join us 
to read from their 
latest collections 
of poetry. 


does help to soothe your own, TB 


AND SMYTTY ... ? Trade deadline js 
always fun for me. This year is ripe with 
rumours and trade options. So, in, 
advance of next week's issue, I'll throw 
out a few trade ideas with absolutely no 
inside information or any clue whatsoey 
er what Kevin Lowe has up his sleeve 
Maybe one will actually happen and 
can claim | know something. Or not. He: 
goes: Jussi Markkanen to Montreal for 
third round pick and prospect. Brad Wi; 
chester (and his stolen octopus) 
Detroit for a prospect. Petr Sykora to th: 
Rangers or Devils for a young defence 
man. And Mike Sillinger will get trade: 
somewhere, He's been traded eight tim: 
already in his career—five times at o 
near deadline day. DY 


THE BEST/WORST JOB IN EDMONTON 
With the Oilers’ poor showing in th 
standings this year and the all-too-r 
possibility of missing the playoffs, Ke\ 
Lowe is already being questioned, sai 
dered and analyzed by his unoffic 
staff—the folks who blog on the blogs ar 
blab on the radio. If he makes any trade 
he'll be second-quessed for either waitii 


too long, giving up too early or getting 


of well-loved players. If he signs Rya 
Smyth, he'll either be cheered for lockin 
up the winger or jeered for spending t 
much. If he doesn’t sign Smytty (eithe 
before trade deadline or next summer| 
he'll be toast. Not too many great option 
are there? But what'a cool job. DY 


YOUNG GUNS I've managed to watch a 
few Penguins games in the last litt! 
while, and | think they may be the mc 
exciting team to watch this year. Thi 
score in bunches, they have a solid core 
of fast-skating youngsters, and Mar 
Andre Fleury seems to have found hi: 
game. Factor in that Crosby kid (wh 
with 95 points, leads the league) and you 
may have the makings of a team ready tc 
make a run in the post-season. 1B 
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Crackdown is the game 
they warned you about 


INFINITE LIVES 
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“OK, watch this.” 

POW! With one swift kick the sedan 
goes sailing over the overpass railing, 
crashing down onto crowds and traffic 
below. The ensuing snarl of honking and 
screaming is explosively cleared up with 
a casual toss of a cleansing hand- 
grenade. Before the local future-cops—of 
whom I'm supposedly a hyperpowered 
colleague, the Thick Blue Line—can 
show up, I'm long gone, literally leaping 
tall buildings in a single bound courtesy 
of genetically enhanced mega-muscles. 
As | bound away, the innocent deaths I'd 
caused take their toll in an infinitesimal 
decrease in my superpower levels. That's 
instant karma in the cosmos of Crack- 
down (XBox 360): mass murder nets a lit- 
ile weak-kneed moment. 

Normally, the scot-free nature of game 
justice doesn’t bug me—even when 
games “punish” players for poor moral 
choices, that punishment is just as artifi- 
cial as everything else—but Crackdown's 
amorality gives me a twinge. Because 
once the considerable fun of jumping your 
futuristic supercop around town, causing 
mayhem and playing Lui Passaglia with 
minivans settles down and you get to the 
actual game part of the game ... there's 
nothing there. No narrative whatsoever. 
Your job is to eliminate the Futuropolis 
gang problem by going to gang hideouts 
and killing everybody there. Go-kill. 
Repeat. That's it. 

In a way, this is classic gaming, a 
throwback to the old days of the arcade 
when dudes with feathered hair and 
nylon ski vests yanked the stick and 
Slapped the buttons to earn the honor of 
putting ASS or DIK or FUK up on the high- 
Score list. Did Defender need a plot 
where the pilot of the ship got romanti- 
cally involved with one of his rescued 
humans, or had nightmares over all the 
humans he failed to catch and watched 
plummet to the pixilated mountains, 
Every helpless victim transmogrified into 
4 bloodthirsty space mutant? When did 
we start demanding more from our 
Videogames than INSERT COIN and an 
extra man at 100 000 points? 

_!t Was a long time ago, when 
videogames evolved from hand-eye reflex 
testers into alternate worlds. In Crack- 
down's case, the bar was set by those 
other go-anywhere, drive-anything games 
of urban mayhem, the Grand Theft Auto 
Series. Just as loaded with over-the-top 
violence, the GTA games not only offered 
More variety, but used the setup and pay- 
Off of every mission as opportunities to 


develop characters, storylines and moti- 
vations. More importantly, every comer of 
GTA, from the dialogue to the set-dress- 
ing, was loaded with wit and humour. Not 
always the deepest wit, but always con- 
scious. Crackdown has no dialogue other 
than the brutal yawping of thugs and the 
disembodied voice of your orders-giver, 
develops no characters beyond their 
assassination dossiers ... and offers no 
path but to kill dudes, and no reason to 
kill them beyond authority's say-so. 


IT'S NOT ONLY that Crackdown “doesn't 
offer enough to do,” as the few review- 
ers who've bucked the OMG 
AWEXXSOME!!!! critical consensus com- 
plain. It's that the expectation of a narra- 
tive is so strong that one gets projected 
upon the game whether it’s there or not 
—and given what there is to work with, 
the projected storyline is fucking brutal. 
It's the story of a nameless, mutated (and 
still mutating) superclone dispensing 
summary mass executions at the com- 
mand of an all-powerful technocracy 
determined to secure its power over 
regional ethnic paramilitaries by labelling 
them “gangs” and thus acting under a 
veneer of law and order. It's a bloody love 
letter to the worst kind of reactionary, 
racist police-state authoritarianism. 

Did | say “racist”? That's the rancid 
pickle on this ugly shitburger of a game. 
When the G7A games deployed what 
could be considered racial stereotypes— 
Italian mobsters, ete—there was the dig- 
nity of characterization, the defence of 
satire or at very least the excuse of being 
funny. In Crackdown, the “gangs"—whose 
turfs (which comprise the entirety of Futur- 
opolis) are stable, clean and safe until you 
show up with guns blazing—are faceless 
face-cartoons: greasy, lascivious Latinos; 
devious, fanatical Orientals; brutal, fascist 
Slavs. Because their stereotypical ethnic 
traits are all we know of them beyond 
what we're told by the Voice of Authority, 
those traits are taken by our motivation- 
hungry narrative as reasons why they 
deserve to die—at one point, the gruff 
voice in your ear provides the helpful tip 
that salsa music indicates a nest of crime. 

It sucks that Crackdown is so witless 
and tasteless, so devoid of redeeming 
content that it becomes morally disturbing 
to play it past a certain point, because it is 
mechanically fucking awesome—the 
high-jumping and car-chucking, and even 
the thug-shooting, are perfectly executed, 
and feel great in the hands. But without 
any kind of narrative, without any moral 
consciousness or even any gameplay 
beyond go-kill extermination missions, the 
artless, witless Crackdown is simply that 
thing which anti-game crusaders want the 
world to fear: a murder simulator. w 


From ions to atoms, iguanas to alligators, 
MacEwan has state-of-the-art biology, physics, 
and chemistry labs for you to explore the 
scientific matters of the universe. 


MacEwan has all of the elements — small class 
sizes, lower tuition, faculty dedicated to teaching 
~ to start your Science degree at MacEwan. 


Think about it. Think MacEwan. 


Call (780) 497-4623 for more information, 
or visit www.MacEwan.ca/science 
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Discover the importance 
of eating at Ernest's 


FLLA JAMESON / ella@vueweekly.com 
heir enthusiasm was infectious. 
| Bustling about the room were 
excited young students prepar- 
ing for another fabulous Showcase 
Buffet at Ernest’s. I couldn't help but 
smile as I took my seat at a table for 
two adjacent the dessert table. 

We had waited four months for our 
reservation. More accurately, I had 
made the reservation in October and 
told my girlfriend about it a week 
beforehand. She only had to wait seven 
days, but I had been anticipating this 
lunch for months. During the school 
year, NAIT’s Culinary Arts students 
showcase their talents by presenting 
the Friday lunchtime buffet, and it’s one 
of Edmonton’s hottest tickets. 

The Ernest's dining room was sur- 
prisingly large, with 30 tables seating 
well over 100 guests. White linens 
adomed each table, with water goblets, 
cloth napkins, fresh cut flowers and 
delicate condiment-ware arrayed on 
top. Most of the timid lunch-goers were 
what one might call “mature.” | won- 
dered if they were up for the challenge 
of rapid gastronomic overindulgence. 

For there was no time to dawdle. 
We were seated promptly at 11 am, 
and were told we would have to relin- 
quish our table by 12:15 pm for the 
second seating. After quickly settling 
on a couple of coffees to accompany 
our feast, we headed straight to the 
start of the cold buffet table. 

There was no way I was going to 
be able to sample everything on offer. 
A tempting spinach salad sat beside 
an equally alluring Caesar salad 
topped with homemade croutons and 


BUFFET FRIDAYS 17 AM & 12:30 PM (SEPT - APR) 
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NANT’S HOKANSON CENTRE FOR CULINARY ARTS 
11762- 106 STREET 

47) 8676 


FINE DINING 


and chicken & crayfish. 

How could I possibly choose 
between goat cheese & roasted pep- 
per canapés, prosciutto & Parmesan 


A spoonful of baby red potato salad 
found its way onto my plate next to 4 
helping of thinly-sliced lox ana 
scoop of capers. With that, I returned 
to my seat to demurely devour the 
spoils of my first trip to the buffet 

My girlfriend gushed about the 
mussels, the freshly baked bread and 
the tender crimson lox. We had onl) 
just begun. Forcing our plates to the 
side, a simple nod was our signal ‘0 


(ic O:S HORN TYEE OF THR TABLE 
Beatie 3c a ea — : freshly grated Parmesan cheese. tartlets, devilled quail eggs, salmon —_— return and survey the hot entrées 
MACE eT OTLEY OF TA ine sermon There were four enticing terrines: fall mousse canapés and mussels served 
ar Ome AY LEAST O91 ATONY FREI ay. a vegetable, duck, scallop & salmon on the shell with mango salsa? CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
TE ORT FORK LNING UP TIS BOTTOMS OF EACH FORK ——— | 
1) DSSS FOR, LENG {1F THOE BOTTONS CF BAC PORK. | 
Jo LER MATE UNDRR ANY CERCLDASIANCRS ° 
” war non ‘O D ~ 7 
corm LA Kh Don’t slip on the Bananas Foster 
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NAIT’s School of Hospitality provides training in Baking, Retail Meat Cutting, and Culinary 
Arts. Both certificate and diploma programs are taught at the Hokanson Centre for Culi- 
nary Arts, a state-of-the-art facility at NAIT’s downtown campus. Five applications are 
received for every one student accepted into the four-semester diploma program. 

First semester students study the basics, but by second semester, these aspiring chefs 
serve in the dining room at Ernest's. The future Wolfgang Pucks enjoy the opportunity to 
cater to their public. i 

Third semester students are responsible for the cold dishes: canapés, hors d'oeuvres, 
appetizers, patés, galantines, terrines and salads. In their fourth semester, students plan 
the hot courses, the pastries and the magnificent sculptures that adorn the buffet. During 
this final semester, students rotate between classes in management, contemporary cul- 
sine and patisserie with emphasis on plated desserts and show pieces. h 

At the dessert buffet, | met fourth-semester students Julie Maltais and Shannon Miller 
who were nearing the end of their patisserie rotation. They enthusiastically prepared a P 
flaming Bananas Foster to the delight of wide-eyed on-lookers, pouring the tum-laced 
bananas into a hand made, chocolate-dipped waffle cone before presenting it to me, It 
was as fantastic to eat as it was to watch them create. w 
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'm not much of a cat person: they're too 
finicky and selfish. However, | am willing 
to make an exception when the cat 
comes in a beer glass. 

The cat is Black Cat Lager, the newest 
microbrew in town. Brewed by Paddock 
Wood Brewing i in Saskatoon, Black Cat 
hit 's beer shelves at the dawn 
of 2007. Normally, beer aficionados 
wouldn't link good beer with our neigh- 

eae Set but it makes sense. 
Saska is famous for its barley— 
why not the beer that comes from it? 

Originally the best mail-order home- 
brew supplier in the country, Paddock 
Wood sold thousands of kilograms of 
malt and hops to homebrewers around 


ERNEST'S 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


NEXT TO MOST of the hot entrées 


was the student who created them, 
either serving, slicing or promoting 
their invention most enthusiastical- 
ly. This made choice difficult, as I 
was almost implored to try a little 
bit of everything. 

Still, | managed to be conserva- 
five in my choices, knowing that 
gluttony is not a dateable character- 
istic. | tried the Thai pork loin with 
orange carrot sauce, the beef satay 
with peanut sauce and the arugula 
and chévre mash. I took a meagre 
serving of penne primavera, a 
scoop of vegetable pad Thai and a 
tiny slice of cranberry- and apple- 
stuffed turkey breast. 

! couldn't resist the spicy stuffed 
Squid, the tender roasted root veg- 
etables and a small helping of the 
seafood medley in coconut curry 
Sauce. That's where I drew the line, 
mostly because my plate was pretty 
much full, but in part because we 
hadn't even approached the dessert 
table yet. 

We both had chosen similar fare, 
and agreed that the spicy rolled 
Squid and the seafood medley were 
front runners. However, the tender 
beef satay won for overall flavour. 


the country. Owner Stephen Cavan real- 
ized he could add a brewing component 
to his own operation. In Saskatoon, you 
can find up to 15 different beers brewed 


We realized that we had just 
enough time to conquer the pas- 
tries. This would be our most diffi- 
cult challenge: the dessert table had 
enough rich chocolate and creamy 
Pastries to induce an attack of gout 
in a healthy person, let alone a 
briilée addict like myself. We both 
took special care to prevent 
unseemly public spasms of ecstasy. 

We decided on the “sharing” 
approach, assuring that neither of 
us was completely responsible for 
finishing any one dessert. We 
shared a whiskey pecan tart that 
would knock the socks off Jack 
Daniels and a slice of New York 
cheesecake that would impress Giu- 
liani himself. 

We forced down a slice of triple 
layer cocoa cake with tomato mar- 
malade and a waffle cone full of 
Bananas Foster. That last dish was 
pure decadence, leaving both of us 
nearly passed out at our table amid 
chocolate stains and smears of 
whipped cream. 

For $18.95 each, this extravagan- 
za of haute cuisine is a feeding 
frenzy bargain. Our only regret is 
that we didn’t have more time to 
digest before it was time to make 
way for the next seating. Maybe 
next time we'll reserve for both the 
11:00 and 12:30 seatings: this buffet 
is cheap—all well worth it—at twice 
the price. v 


by Cavan. Black Cat is his first foray into 
the Alberta market. 

Black Cat is schwarzbier—a dark, Ger- 
man-style lager. It pours a deep brown 
hue with a creamy light tan head, which 
fades a bit quickly. Its aroma offers sweet 
malt and just a touch of roastiness. 

It is a clean and balanced beer with a 
moderate malt sweetness, which adds 
body and texture to the beer while 
maintaining drinkability. Hops are imper- 
ceptible, hiding quietly under the sur- 
face. It finishes with a distinct coffee 
roastiness, which lingers after | swal- 
low. Here, | found some differences 
between bottles. The first bottle hit the 
fight note of roast, while the second 
delivered an astringent graininess on 
the roof of my mouth. 

This is an ideal beer to try when you 
feel like something “unique,” " especially 
for lager fans who like the occasional 
Stout. It is clean like a lager, but the roast 
offers a little more complexity. 

Welcome this Black Cat to Edmonton 
and consider yourself lucky if you find 
some in a local liquor store. w 
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QING ZHU! it's the 25th anniversary of 
the Mandarin Bilingual Literary Festi- 
val: gather at the Royal Alberta Muse- 
um on Sat, Feb 24, from 1 until 5 to 
watch elementary and high school kids 
perform songs, dances and poetry in 
both Chinese and English. (We know it 
has nothing to do with food, but it’s 
pretty cool and only $2. Expand your 
horizons, eh?) 


YOU'LL JUST NEED HIS LIVER AND A 
NICE CHIANTI Planet Organic is hosting 
Connie DeKramer in a fascinating 
exploration of the true value of lentils 
and beans: while plant protein has 
many additional benefits for health, 
they can also taste even better than 
animal proteins! Swing by on Wed, Feb 
28, for the 6:30 to 8 pm class. Visit 
www.planetorganic.ca for details. 


FOOD NEWS! 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culi- 
nary happenings around town. Got an 
event, an announcement or some 
unsubstantiated gossip? Email 
dish@vueweekly.com or fax 426.2889. 
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TANIS McLEOD / tanis @vueweekly.com 

orty-six years ago, Tod Stiles 
Fe Buz Murdock set off in 

their Corvette along Route 66, 
in search of the meaning of life. On a 
snowy night in February, a few of the 
girls and I convened at Route 99 
Diner to search for meaning in our 
own lives. Or maybe we were just 
there for the fries. 

In homage to Route 66 the TV 
show, Route 99's yellow-tiled walls 
are lined with vintage licence plates, 
‘50s- and ‘60s-era album covers and 
other assorted collectibles. A jukebox 
stands guard by the door, into which I 
dropped some coins before joining my 
friends in a roomy red vinyl booth. 
Smokey Robinson’s smooth vocals 
filled the diner as the Miracles started 
in with “You'd Better Shop Around.” 

Route 99 offers a limited selection 
of wine and beer, but that’s alright 
since nothing can take you back into 
nostalgia faster than a round of milk- 
shakes ($3.69 each). We happily 
slurped our frothy concoctions of 
strawberies and ice cream while con- 
templating the menu. 

Although this diner is known for its 
all-day breakfast, sandwiches and 
homemade soups, the menu also 
offers fresh salads, donairs, pitas and 
spinach pie. Most appealing, however, 
was the diner’s selection of comfort 
food (just like mom used to make). 
Pass the liver and onions, please! 

We placed our orders, but had 
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scant moments to gaze through the 
glass front of the diner at the softly 
falling snow before our server 
returned with our meals. 


THE YOUNGEST AMONG US requested 
the spaghetti with meat sauce ($6.99), 
which came with a slice of garlic 
toast. We teased her that she could 
have cooked her own at home. While 
she could definitely manage spaghetti, 
she retorted that the spicy tomato 
sauce surpassed her can-opening and 
water-boiling abilities. 

One of my gal pals ordered the quar- 
ter-pound mushroom burger ($6.59) 
and was dazzled by its accompanying 
steel-handled serving tray of condi- 
ments. “This is cool,” she declared, her 
eyes round with delight. “I can smother 
my burger any way I want!” 

| opted for two slabs of battered 
fish served on a mound of fries with a 
side of slaw ($8.99). | went straight for 
the fries: one taste of these shoestring 
potatoes and I was hooked. | was so 
focused on transferring their crunchy 
warmth from plate to mouth that I 
had to remind myself to also try the 
light-tasting fish. Unfortunately, it was 
the least interesting part of the meal— 
light, flaky, but with any flavour large- 


Ee 


ly obscured by the batter. 

While munching on a fry, I spotted a 
familiar album cover on the wall— 
1966's The Sonny Side of Cher—and 
smiled at the memory. Years after its 
release, I picked it up from a record 
store bargain bin. At home, | would lis- 
ten to it on the stereo in our rec room, 
singing along and pretending I was a 
famous singer, while my younger sister 
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t Route 99" 


hovered around me, begging fora turn. 
At that moment, the jukebox started 
up Cher’s “Shoop Shoop Song” and I 
giggled with delight. 

My quietest friend was devouring a 
side of fries and slaw ($2), which she 
ordered to accompany her Philly Steak 
sandwich ($6.29). She doesn’t say 
much. However, when she does speak, 
her comments are often profound. 
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When she put down her fork and gath 
ered her thoughts, the rest of us paused 
to listen. Would our wisest woman fill 
us in on the meaning of life? 

“These are damn good fries,” she 
smirked. Well, maybe next time she 
will impart wisdom, but for now she 
reminded me to get back to eating my 
own fries. ; 

The changing lights of the trait 
signal hanging above the booth 
beside us distracted me, and the othe; 
girls started discussing dessert. \\ 
tromped up to the diner’s front coun 
er to examine the display of apple ang 
strawberry-rhubarb pies, rice pudding 
and chocolate cake. | stood on my 
toes, half expecting to spot Mel giving 
surly attitude to Flo while Alice strug. 
gled with the meaning of her own dis 
placed life. But this wasn’t Texas, an 
the young cook at the grill wasi 
around to watch TV in the ‘70s 

The other girls professed to be {u| 
but a slice of lemon pie with a thic| 
layer of fluffy meringue ($2.69) had 
me Salivating. The server brought i! | 


* our table (with extra forks, just in 


case) and my “mmm” of satisfaction 
over the pie’s tart filling convinced 
them to sample a bite. 

We lingered a bit after dessert, but 
eventually settled our tab ($47.7( 
before tip) and headed out into the 
snow. In Route 66's four years, Tod 
and Buz didn’t find the meaning o| 
life. Neither did we, unless life is 
about discovering really good fries. v 
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lane descended down 
nrough the thick ceiling of 
ds that blanketed snow 
on Alaska’s panhandle and 
r the icy black water of 


The flight north from Seattle was 
uneventful, but for the lucky few 
golfers we spotted playing the lush 
green links on the outskirts of the city. 
with a -30 arctic chill at home, golfing 
_ in Edmonton this February was a pipe 
dream, but the beautiful city of 
Anchorage was just a few minutes 
ahead. 

The massive snow covered peaks 
just south of this northern city stretch 
thousands of kilometres. What's 
more, these peaks could swallow up 
much of the Rocky Mountains in a 
single gulp. The glaciers were glowing 
pink in the land of the midnight sun, 
and judging from the amount of snow 
covering these Goliaths, | knew the 
decision to venture this far north in 
search of the perfect ski day was a 
good one. 

Rising up out of the ocean, the 
mountains looked like they held more 
snow than anywhere I'd ever been, 
including Fernie on a good year. As 
we descended into the airport, I 
couldn't wait to get into the rental car 
and bed down for the evening to get a 
fresh start the next day. 

Alyeska Ski Resort is located 
about 65 kms south of Anchorage, 
nestled above the sleepy little town of 
Girdwood. I had been checking the 
webcam on the resort's website 
(alyeskaresort.com) and every day for 
the last two weeks had been socked 
in by the moisture-laden clouds deliv- 
ering rain, sleet and, God willing, 
snow. That is to say that the weather 
here is quite typical for a coastal 
mountain range. It snows on semi- 
dormant volcanoes and mountains 
with base circumferences that would 
take days to walk around. 

The terrain stretching 240 kms 
South from here to Valdese is world- 
renowned for its heli-skiing opera- 
tions, producing the absolutely best 
footage I've ever seen by masters 
like Warren Miller and Teton Gravity 
Research. Alas, my budget was 

lown just getting up here, so the 
helicopters would have to wait for an 
RRSP cash-i 


NG, silence was bro- 
uadron of F-18 fighter 
out of the Elmendorf Air 
nearby. This may have 


range light, big ice and foot deep powder 
dd to the beautiful mystery of Alaska 


= ALASKA 


saw posted at the airport. They con- 
tinued blasting afterburners for 30 
minutes until an airborne fleet 
seemingly larger than the entire 
Canadian Air Force was heading out 
to sea looking for those pesky Russ- 
ian or North Korean submarines that 
may be trying to sneak into US 
waters and spy on whatever the hell 
they spy on. 

The lifts at Alyeska don’t open until 
10 am because of the lazy northern 
sunrise, so we had a leisurely break- 
fast and geared up for the day. We 
dropped an extra layer of waterproof 
clothing and a change of headgear 
into our day packs as the monsoons 
could be upon us at any time. 

The drive 65 kms south was quite 
beautiful. Dark black icebergs litter 
the inlet. Frozen waterfalls popular 
with local ice climbers drape the 
opposite side of the smooth, winding 
highway. We passed by a ghost town 
where a few dilapidated buildings 
remained, the rest of the town long 
since swallowed up by the deep abyss 
that opened up in 1964 when an 
earthquake registering 9.2 on the 
Richter scale shook the crap out of 
thousands of square kilometres. It 
started deep under the mountains just 
east of Anchorage and had the equiv- 
alent destructive force of 100 trillion 
nuclear bombs. It created a tidal wave 
that swamped the entire region, car- 
rying on down to the shores of Cali- 
fornia, stopping only when it crashed 
into Antarctica. A picture of the car- 
nage had been taken from the hotel 
we stayed in on 4th Avenue, showing 
the collapsed street. 

Sheep dotted the mountains as we 
swung up into Girdwood—the jump- 
ing off point for a vast assortment of 
summer and winter activities. To 
start, there's glacier-viewing and hik- 
ing, cross-country skiing, airplane 
and helicopter sightseeing, wildlife 
viewing, heli- and snowcat- skiing 
and, of course, your regular old 
alpine, ride-the-lift skiing and snow- 
boarding. 

It's odd—this place is 10 times 
busier in the summer than the win- 
ter, but that’s when all the tourists 
come via cruise ships, so the locals 
have an incredible hill virtually to 
themselves every season. We ran 
into two guys who were heading out 
on their snowmobiles to buddy-ride 
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Snowboards Skateboards 


LOCAL 
Rabbit Hill - 60cm base, all lifts and runs open 


Snow Valley - 60cm base, all lifts and runs open 


ALBERTA 

Castle Mtn - 28cm new snow, 104 - 325cm hase, 68 runs 
open 

Can. Olympic Park - 100cm hase, all lifts open 

Lake Louise - 4cm new snow, 196 - 209cm hase, 100% 
open 

Marmot Basin - Gem new snow, 13cm base, 100% open 
Mt. Norquay - 140cm base, 100% open, night skiing every 
Friday 

Nakiska - 30cm new snow, 122cm base, 5 lifts and 26 
runs open 

Pass Powderkeg - 3em new snow, 94cm base 

Sunshine - 3cm new snow, 206m base, 100% open 


B.C. 

Apex - 3cm new snow, 173em hase, 4 lifts and 67 runs 
open - oF is 
Big White - Sem new snow, 214em hase 

Fairmont - 100% open 

Femie - 11cm new snow, 286m base, 105 runs and 9 lifts 
open 

Kicking Horse - 8m new snow, 214cm base, 106 runs 
open 

Kimberley - 32cm new snow, 170cm hase, night sking 
every thursday 

Mt. Washington - 1cm new snow, 295cm base 
Panorama - 12cm new snow, 94 - 154cm base 
Powder King - 16cm new snow, 276 - 365cm base 
Powder Springs - Sem new snow, 147 - 287cm bas 
Red Mtn - 8cm new snow, 200cm base, 6 lifts open 
Silver Star - 195cm hase 

Sun Peaks - 159cm base, 121 runs and 11 lifts open 
Whistler Blackcomb - Sem new snow, 283cm base 
Whitewater - 12cm new snow, 298cm base 


USA 

Big Min - 3cm new snow, 24cm hase 

Big Sky - 20cm new snow, 130 - 195cm base 

Crystal Min - 175cm base, 5 lifts open 

49 Degrees - 10cm new snow, 255 - 392cm base 

Great Divide Ski Area - 3cm new snow, 75 - 92cm hase 
Lookout Pass - 45cm new snow, 230 - 360cm base, 100% 
open 

Mt. Spokane - 8cm new snow, 132 - 208cm base, 100% 
open 

Schweitzer Min - 12cm new snow, 305em base 

Silver Mtn - 15cm new snow, 175 - 245em hase 

Sun Valley - 5em new snow, 82 - 135cm base 


Is friendly but bearish Red 
attracting a bull market? 


BOBBI BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.com 
l I will not take you there—that 
run is bullet-proof,” said Gilles 
Bellerose, snow host extraordi- 
naire at Red Mountain Resort. | 
wasn’t sure what bullet-proof meant, 
but I was worried he thought I sucked, 
and wouldn't show me the parts of 
the mountain for which Red is famed. 

“1m bullet-proof?” | shouted eager- 
ly through the fog. 

Gilles nodded decidedly. “You are a 
snowboarder,” he said in his Québeé- 
cois accent, offering a ski pole to pull 
me through a flat spot on the cat track. 
“My girlfriend is a very efficient snow- 
boarder. She is mad at me when we go 
in the trees on days like this. You will 
not like me if I take you there.” 

At that moment, I knew three 
things about Gilles. One, he can 
appraise his company’s ability within 
seconds; two, he knows things about 
the mountain I wouldn't find by 
myself; and three, Gilles wants me to 
like him. And like him | did 

It’s hard not to like people at Red, 
and it’s even harder not to like the 
resort itself. Red Mountain Resort has 
over 1 700 acres of skiable terrain, 
boasts nearly 8 metres of champagne 
powder every season and has a verti- 
cal drop of almost 900 metres. There 
are virtually no line-ups despite the 
lack of high speed chairs. And the lift 
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ticket is only $52—for now. 


RED MOUNTAIN RESORT is known, in 


legendary reverence, for its beautiful 
backcountry, enormous powder falls 
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and vertical prowess. Comprised o 
two mountains, Red and Granit 
green and blue runs are token rarit 
amongst fields of black. The maj 
green route off Granite is about 7 k 
long and teeters on the brink between 
questionably steep blue and oh-m)- 
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BOBB! BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.com 
t first glance, Rossland seems 

A to be a sleepy ski town with 
one main street, hidden in the 

shadow of the Monashee Mountains. 

But 110 years ago, in the midst of 
the gold rush, Rossland had double its 
current population of 3 800. It was 
BC's largest city and a major business 
centre for North America. Although 
the Le Roi gold mine, with which the 
gold rush began, has long since 
closed, many of the buildings from the 
era still stand. 

One such building is the Old Fire 
Hall, built in 1900. It previously 
housed City Hall upstairs and the fire 
hall on the main floor. It’s a classic 
brick building with a 30-metre tower 
on the hill overlooking Queen Street. 
inside, open rafters criss-cross the 
high ceiling. The trampoline onto 


which firefighters jumped is displayed 
in the main hall, and the hexagon- 
shaped hole in the roof, which would 
have surrounded a fireman’s pole, has 
been filled but is still visible. 

Zac Gribble thought the Old Fire 
Hall would be the perfect place for 
condominiums and a wine bar, two 
establishments the Ontario native 
thought Rossland desperately needed. 

An architect at heart, Gribble is 
building three condos on the second 
floor of the Old Fire Hall, saving one 
of them for his new family. He's sell- 
ing the other two for a “mere” 
$450 000 and they'll be ready in April. 

As he walked me through the dark- 
ened upstairs, jazz from the wine bar 
below drifted through the antique 
hardwood he’s respectfully preserv- 
ing. Gribble spoke with passionate 
expertise, and honestly lost me in a 


2 BOOTY 


windfall of architectural catch phras- 
€s. But his enthusiasm was conta- 
gious, and | dreamt of being part of 
Rossland, too. Gribble’s drastic move 
across the county and rapid dream- 
come-reality is nothing short of pio- 
neer persona, and well suited to 
Rossland's history. 

Dressed in a well-worn baseball t- 
shirt and jeans, Gribble hardly seemed 
the individual I'd expect to be the 
Owner of an upper class wine bar. But 
his ambition spoke above his 
approachable street wear: he has 
been in Rossland for only six months 
He claims he is not a connoisseur of 
wine, yet within months he identified 
and is filling what he called a “cultural 
void" in Rossland 


THE OLD FRE HALL is now a wine bar 


serving jazz, local art and fine food 
The tapas menu changes weekly on 
the whim of its French chef, Michel 
Germaine. Like many Rosslanders, 
Germaine was born elsewhere and 
decided to stay in the little town 
because he liked the people, the his- 
tory and, of course, the skiing 

Germaine brought us Thai prawns 
and fresh pineapple skewers, brushed 
with lemongrass, coconut milk and 
cilantro ($12.95). When I asked how 
far ahead he plans his menu, Ger- 
maine scoffed at the suggestion of 
planning. “I don’t make plans. Plans 
mess things up.” So he pulls the 
delectable menu from an unknown 
source deep within his 40-year wealth 
of experiences 

The wine menu features only selec- 
tions from small production BC vine- 
yards. Gribble decided upon this 


unique concept based on his own 
experience in BC restaurants 

“Many people ask me why I don't 
offer more worldly wines. Why would 
I, when BC has such of wealth of its 
own?” 

Alongside local wineries such as 
Burrowing Owl, which we Enjoyed for 
$8 a glass ($40 per bottle), the Old 
Fire Hall also features Church and 
State, Black Arts, Twisted Tree and 
Fairview amongst its available 40 
labels 

Rossland is now positioning itself 
for its second gold rush, of the snow 
variety. Real estate has skyrocketed 
over the past several years as news of 
Red Mountain Resort and its develop- 
ment drifts through North America 
and beyond. People are prospecting 
and staking their claims. And now 
they'll have some choice BC wines in 
a classy historic building with which 
to celebrate. vw 
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Per person, per night (plus taxes) 


based on 2 adults 


LOUISE or NORQUAY 


e Free Continental Breakfast 


e Three story waterslide 


1402 Bow Valley Trail, Canmore, Alberta T1W 1 N5 


Toll Free 1.888.678.4656 


Local 1.403.609.4656 


465.3863 
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PACKAGE INCLUDES: 


e A room with two queen beds 

e One adult ski pass for a full day of skiing in 
the Canadian rockies at one of these 
amazing ski resorts: SUNSHINE, LAKE 


e Hot tub 


~ RED MOUNTAIN: 


god black runs. 

My favorite piste was Papoose 
Bowl to Main Run, an old World Cup 
race course to the right of Motherlode 
Chair. From the view of the old start- 
ing gate, I could almost feel the antici- 
pation—roars held on spectators’ 
tongues as the racer screamed down 
the steep slope, making a 90-degree 
turn into Papoose. 

Carving down the barely skied bowl 
at 3 pm, I felt an unfamiliar feeling. 
The groomed run was so steep that, 
riding toe-edge, my knees were hit- 
ting the slope. Pretty darn steep. 

Red hadn't received any new snow 
in the week before our arrival, thus 
the tree runs had been used and 
abused beyond enjoyment. At my 
insistence, Gilles took me through 
Mini Bowls. Stopping to check my 
breath and whether I still had my fill- 
ings, I realized what bullet proof 
meant. | was dodging moguls like bul- 
lets with no cover, and it wasn’t fun. | 
never thought the piste would be my 
choice over trees. But things are dif- 
ferent at Red. 

Red Mountain is venerated by 
expert skiers and snowboarders alike. 
Its ski team has produced a dispropor- 
tionate number of national competi- 
tors and champions than other clubs 
in Canada. On the walls of Rafters, 
the quaint pub upstairs in the base 
lodge, Nancy Greene and Kerrin Lee- 
Gartner both smiled from faded pho- 
tos taken during their prime. 


a 


RED'S HISTORY IS fascinating. colin 
and | heard tales regaled of the Old 
Bastard’s Ski Club whose insignia was 
a prominent middle finger with the 
quote, “Get the fuck off my moun- 
tain.” Many of the current patrons 
chuckled when discussing the hill vet- 
erans and their luddite tendancies, 
but their similarities with the old boys’ 
club are striking. 

Red Mountain Resort is undergoing 
major changes. As with the Old Bas- 
tards, there are many people who 
don't like it—but many who regard 
change as necessary. 

San Diego entrepreneur Howard 
Katkov, who bought the resort with 
investors in 2004, says he has a 
sophisticated business plan to pre- 
serve Red and the nearby town of 
Rossland's characteristic charms. 
Rossland was settled during the gold 
rush before the century turn, and Vic- 
torian and Pioneer architecture remain 
prominent on Rossland’s main street. 

Small towns near ski resorts often 
worry that, with the advent of retail 
and hotels at the mountain, towns 
lose real estate and financial opportu- 
nities. Katkov aims to preserve the 
sense of community and camaraderie 
of Rossland, whilst maintaining short 
line-ups and nixing the term “ski vil- 
lage” at Red. 

Yet, he’s erecting residential units 
and retail opportunities at the base. At 
first glance this seems somewhat con- 
tradictory. Phase 1, a 67-unit complex 
named Slalom Creek, with luxury 
condos developed by Leon’s furniture 
company, is nearly complete. Slalom’s 
construction was an incongruent 


s to leave home... 
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“how promotion is done, to best pr 


sight each morning we passed it on 
our way to the lifts. The echo of ham- 
mers pounding followed us several 
towers up the chair. Red’s summer 
attributes are also being touted more 
than ever before. And there’s now a 
shuttle from Spokane, Washington 
and twice daily flights from Vancou- 
ver to nearby Trail, BC. 


WE STAYED AT RED ROB'S, one of the 
“older” condos on the hill. It was a 
two bedroom, 365-square metre 
condo 300 steps from the Motherlode 
chair. Larger than our house, the 
condo had king-size beds, heated tiles 
and a two-person jacuzzi. The ga 
fireplace was heavenly after a dam; 
day on the mountain. The cupboard: 
were filled with the essentials: sand 
wich bags, spices and every applianc 
you'd need. But there wasn’t any but 
ble bath. When I told Gilles we'd | 
staying on the mountain, he winked 
“You'll be happy there. We won't 
you tonight.” 

Gilles Bellerose has seen countless 
journalists, photographers and film 
makers in his seven year love affai 
with Red. He can quickly determin« 
who will understand Red for its 
uniqueness, and who will see Red 
Mountain Resort as a developmen 
opportunity. For the latter, he has the 
luxury of keeping Red’s secrets. As 
snow host, his job is to promote th: 
hill. Like Howard Katkov but on 
smaller scale, Gilles is in a unique 
position to be discriminatory as io 


serve the integrity and soul of the 
mountain. 
Numerous families and friends of 
the hill told me a similar story of how 
they came to live in Rossland BC 
minutes north of the US border 
“We were doing the BC circuit 
came to Red, and decided to stay,’ 
smiled Janice over beers in Rafters. In 
answer to my question, “what do you 
do?”, Janice grinned more broadly. “| 
ski at Red.” 
Living in Rossland is a lifestyle 
choice for many, and they're con- 
cerned not only their hill but their 
lifestyles are threatened. 
In a recent interview, Katkov 
claimed he and his investors will have 
“failed miserably” if crowds overtake 
the mountain and Rossland loses |!s 
sense of community. In 10 years, !! 
Howard is indeed able to preserve the 
old-time feel of both the hill and Ross- 
land, yet make Red Mountain Resort @ 
more frequent destination for ski and 
snowboard enthusiasts, he may b¢ 
revered as much as the mounta!n 
itself. If not, he'll be run out of town 
I likely did not speak with enough 
patrons of Red to obtain the entire 
spectrum of opinions, but I’m certal" 
Rosslanders and Redites alike wil 
fiercely protect their reason for choos” 
ing this small BC skiing communily '" 
which to raise their children and live 
their ideals. 
Red is an unpolluted, expans!v° 
and powerful resort without blow-up 
beer can sponsors and high-spe«" 
chairs. We spent two days with Gilles 
when the pea soup fog was so thick 
we could barely make out the “slow 
signs. The conditions at Red were nol 
great, which was an anomaly. But ski 
ing at Red Mountain Resort will no! 
be why I return. The next time, | may 
very well stay. ¥ 


» backcountry on their snow- 
One would drive for a while 

then they'd switch. Hey, what 

are friends for? 

Just up the valley, the massive Eagle 

and Columbia Glaciers cover hundreds 


of kilometres alone. We were. 
ped ap to one of the top 25 resorts 


(as listed by Skiing Magazine) with 
over a thousand acres of skiable ter- 
rain, featuring nine lifts and a tubing 
thrown in for good measure. So it 
would seem Alyeska offers conven- 
jent, big mountain skiing without the 
threat of altitude sickness. It also 
boasts an average of more-than | 800 
centimetres of snow annually. 


AFTER DROPPING $46 us for a litt tick- 
et, and another $35 for some shitty 
rentals, we Were out to the slopes. 
Unfortunately, due to other travel 
commitments, I had to go without my 
beloved Salomon Tornado skis and 
footbed-lined boots. I'd seen real 
decent equipment up at Marmot and 
the likes, but I was disappointed with 
this gear. 

We moseyed out of the drab plastic 
day lodge in our ill-fitting boots to 
explore the lay of the land. At this low 
elevation, it’s unusual that the sum- 
mits and often much more of these 
mountains are above treeline. This is 


due to the volume of snow limiting , 


growth. 

Located near the day lodge is the 
very odd Alyeska Prince Hotel that 
looks more like a gothic prison/mod- 
ern concrete castle than a hotel. The 
762 vertical-metre, 60-person tram 
emerges from the bowels of said hotel 
and rises to the equally odd-looking 
unloading station/day lodge restau- 
rant at mid-mountain. It’s a steep ride 
overlooking the double-black dia- 
mond runs that stretch out over the 
far end of the resort. 

With deep powder these would 
look inviting, but as we looked up it 
Seemed crusty and chewed up. My ski 
buddy Ritchie looked a bit nervous, so 
we headed over to the chairlift. We 
took the bottom quad up out of the 
base area and noticed a definite 
sheen on the lower runs smoothed 
out by the groomers. It was evident 
these machines did not employ the 
powder churners we see out at the 
likes of Rabbit Hill, 

After unloading and proceeding to 
the next lift, we were greeted bya 
Vintage high-speed detachable quad 
that ferried us up into the upper bowls 
and the pleasant surprise that waited. 
While it had rained incessantly below, 
the upper elevations were blanketed 

ith over a foot of fresh powder. | 


{Wes 


would subsequently discover this was 
definitely a blessing in disguise, as the 
snow undemeath was rock hard 


THE VIEW FROM the road does not 


. look directly into the bowls above the 


base of the resort, so it doesn’t look 
that large from the approach. From 
the top, however, this resort is 
impressive, with three quarters of it 
stuffed into that one massive bowl. 
The view out over the inlet from the 
Arctic Ocean is spectacular. The 
waters of Turnagain Arm, a fjord that 
branches from Cook Ifilet, glistened 
below. 

Ritchie was looking a little appre- 
hensive with only 5 days of skiing 
under his belt in this lifetime. Hesitant 
to explore the untracked snow, we 
cruised some narrow corduroy 
groomers to warm up. The groomers 
seem to be indiscriminate when carv- 
ing throughout the bowl, but it made 
for an interesting ride. 

Soon after, I said adios to Ritchie 
and ventured out into the soft stuff, 
skiing my ass off into the afternoon 
until the very strange flat light began 
to take its toll. 1 ventured over to the 
original part of the resort where skiing 
here started, Looking up at the peak of 
Max's Mountain, it’s hard to believe 
planes dropped people off here in the 
1950s. It was difficult to imagine 
where a plane could even attempt to 
land up there. That northem bush pilot 
mentality must have been one of 
sheer reckless abandon. I soon mét up 
with Ritchie, and we decided to call it 
a day as our ski boots were chewing 
up our feet. (Case in point for getting 
proper fitting boots.) 

We headed back to the airport only 
to endure a complete cluster-fuck of a 
day with broken planes, delays, over- 
booked flights, and ultimately an 18- 

. hour trip back to Edmonton. Thanks 
to all the rude flight attendants and 
inept gate guardians. 

On these kinds of travel days, it's 
easy to think a leisurely, four-hour 
drive to Jasper is a far better bet, but 
Alaska is one of the most spectacular- 
ly beautiful spots on Earth, winter or 
summer. It was well worth the trip, 
and I will be back for a summer 
excursion. W 
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Die-hards 

Czech out a 
new player 
& | DIRTY LAUNDRY 


JOEL SEMCHUK 
dirtylaundry @vueweekly.com 


nen 


Team hero Dwayne Minsky cannot 
enjoy his fame; as everyone rejoices 
over the fact that he scored a goal 
while in a coma, he seems all dazed 
and confused ... 

Stephanie Spelchuk, lone member of 
the Minsky fan club in Shingles, Alber- 
ta won a 630 CHED radio contest to 
spend an hour with him but had a horri- 
ble time. She’s still in love with him, 
though, and didn’t quite get the hint 
when he wanted her to leave. 

Dwayne’s going to start funnelling 
all the cocaine he gets from Dr Bueno 
to ex-coach Rollie Doobie, who needs a 
pick-me-up: his wife Mitzie is unex- 
pectedly pregnant with triplets. 

“| don't do the drugs or the alcohol,” 
said team prospect Slashia Bodyczech. 
“You won't fit in around here,” warned 
Dr Excellente. 

Mitzie wanted Slashia, a defector 
from Czechoslovakia, to replace Cap- 
tain Capilano, but Slashia had designs 
on Laurel. So Laurel threw Diane out 
and shared a desperately intimate 
moment with Slashia in an alley 
behind the bar. Doesn't look like 
Slashia’s on the team, though; Diane 
may be more benign, but she can be 
brutally blunt like the best busi- 
nessperson. She's also looking for- 
ward to dumping players before the 
trade deadline. 

\t was in this bar that Doris Excel- 
lente hyperventilated, hallucinating, 
high on hash, and dealing with the fact 
that her friend Jamie Majors is a mur- 
derer. Later, these two ladies played e 
little piano together, though, and con- 
sidered framing Diane for reporter 
Stubby’s death by dynamite. 

But this might be tough to do. Since 
Jamie Majors-Capilano thinks that 
accessories are the best part of any- 
thing, she’s been out telling pretty 
much everyone about her direct hand in 
Stubby’s death. 

By the way, after poking through the 
ashes of Stubby’s remains Dr Bueno 
Excellente concluded the man was 
killed by shark attack. Unfortunately 
Bueno had three pounds of cocaine on 
him when he went to file the autopsy 
report and the police were training the 
dogs that day ... Bueno had just enough 
time to ask Mitzie to say good-bye to 
his wife, then changed identities and 
fan away .. 

Next week the Die-Hards will— 
hopefully—be back at some hockey. w 


Crazy Gary wants to make a man out of himself 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
t didn't take Michael Cowie very 
I long to figure out that Crazy 
Gary’s Mobile Disco was the 
next play he wanted his Sterling- 
nominated independent company, 
Mutt’s Nuts, to put on. 

“First thing I do, when I go brows- 
ing for plays, is read through the 
stage directions and see if anything 
catches my attention,” Cowie 
explains. “As soon as I came across 
the description for Gary, where it 
says that he’s ‘probably not the most 
giving or sensitive of lovers,’ | knew 
this was going to be something I was 
going to like.” 

Gary is just one of three working- 
class, stumbling-by, small-town men 
who are the focus of Gary Owen's 
play, told in a series of three mono- 
logues. Connected by a night out at 
the local shithole bar, the trio— 
besides the titular insensitive lover, a 
beer-swilling brute after the hottest 
chick he’s ever seen, there’s Matthew 
D Melody, an aspiring karaoke all- 
star who's getting his unemployment 
benefits cut off and has had reality 
cut off for some time now, and Rus- 
sell Markham, a broke-down man 
with an ego-shattering girlfriend 
who's been trying to get out of town 
for the last five years—combine for a 
fairly nuanced if bleak view of the 
life of the working class. 


FOR COWIE, THOUGH, the play goes 
well beyond just exploring what lies 
beneath the cheap beer and bad 
apartments: these three may be that 
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type of working class dude trapped 
in the town they were born in, but 
above that they're people who are 
trying to figure out what the hell to 


do with themselves, and being 
about as successful at it as the rest 
of us are. 

“| think all three of them are com- 
ing to that realization that, you 
know, ‘I have to be a man.’ And the 
response is, ‘Well, great, what the 
fuck does that mean?’” says Cowie, 
who admits to feeling something like 
every one of them at some point or 
another in his life. 

“These guys all know who they 
are when they start talking, but I 
think they all sort of realize more 
and more that trying to be what it is 


Aerial arise isn’t a Fly By Night 


GAVIN MEALING / gavin@vueweekly.com 

n the minds of mere mortals, the 
| power of flight is reserved for 

bugs, birds, airplanes and the 
occasional superhero. There is one 
Edmonton superhero planning a col- 
laborative soaring of silk-swinging 
and inverted people juggling. 

High-flying aerialist sensation and 
co-founder of Firefly Theatre Annie 
Dugan is kicking it up a notch for 
this year’s Fly by Night(s) vaudevil- 
lian circus and variety show. Soaring 
over two nights, the shows will 
include performances by Darrin 
Hagen, crowd-pleasing musicians 
the Be Arthurs as well as a handful 
of aerialists 

This discipline tucks some wild 
stunts under its wings, Dugan 
explains. 

“What we do on the vertical rope 
and on the silks is we tie our bodies 
up in knots, drop and hang. After 
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PERFORMED BY DARRIN HAGE, 

LYNE GOSSELIN, ANGIE PARKINS, ROW PEARSON, 
SHELDON CASAVANT, FLYING BOB, 
BEARTHUAS, PAUL BELLOWS, MART SASANO, 
ANNIE DUGAN, JOHN ULLVAT 

LA CITE FRANCOPHONE (627-91 STREET), $22 


going to theatre school, I saw people 
doing this and I thought, it’s so dra- 
matic,” she says, her voice building. 
"To create such an impact and so 
much excitement and drama—that’s 
what inspired me to get into it.” 

And by now, she’s had a long- 
standing relationship with the death- 
defying devotion. Dugan has been 
stretching her wings for 9 years, after 
gaining skill through work with the 
Great Wallendas and training at a 
San Francisco circus school. 

Wondering if there’s any danger 
involved in the flight patterns of an 
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acrobatic aerialist, | ask the obvious 
question—any close calls? 


THE LINE IS SILENT for a second, and 
her voice shifts into solemn. 

“Oh, geez. The person responsible 
for all my scary moments and close 
calls is my husband,” Dugan says, as 
her laughter overtakes her. “One day 
I was rehearsing an act with my hus- 
band John [Ullyat], and we both wrap 
up to do a drop. So 1 do my drop, and 
out of the corner of my eye I see 
him—he drops and instead of stop- 
ping, he falls. But we use a crash 
mat, so he fell about 10 or 12 feet to 
the crash mat.” 

Still laughing, she tums an experi- 
ence that would leave many tangled 
up in knots into a lesson for students 
and speaks about knowing limits. 

“There are definitely some risks, 
and that's part of the excitement,” 
Dugan says. “When you watch it and 
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Michael Cowie 


you're supposed to be can get you 
into a lot of trouble. In some ways 
they're just different sides of that it is 
you can turn in to if you can’t figure 
yourself out. 

“They don't really know what hap- 
pened, but they have to live with | 
anyway,” Cowie continues. “As much 
as anything, I think this a slice of the 
mind of a person—or, well, of three 
people—who are trying to be what i 
is they're supposed to be, ‘god- 
dammit.’ They think they're right, but 
they have to make sure they're right 
and how do you do that?” vw 


thing 


you see somebody high and there isn 
anything underneath them, there 's 
that element of risk and you'll get that 
sensation from coming to our show." 

She connects the performers in Fly 
by Night(s) to an older tradition of 
vaudeville. 

“At our show, you'll see snippels 
of people’s work that they've put 
time and effort into perfecting—like 
the old vaudevillians,” she says. "And 
I think that our aerial work goes 
along those lines—because you 
spent hours and hours on the sam¢ 
thing—just to get it right.” 

For Dugan, Firefly Theatre has 
been the spark in creating a circus 
community in Edmonton. 

“By bringing people together thal 
do this kind of work, encouragin: 
people from Edmonton to participat« 
and create, giving shows and gettin: 
people involved, it means a whol 
lot to us.” vw 


oments when you're watch- 
ig that are almost crystal- 
heir personal profundity; 
ses when someone makes 
something that was only 
din your skull. 
it really has any business being 
's latest production, the enjoyable if 
ey Mom, Hockey Dad, but 
1oment that captures so simply 
like about theatre, it would seem 
ention it. 
(Fred Zbryski) sits on a cold arena 
Was a secondhand couch, earnestly 
convince Donna (Sharla Matkin) that he 
help solve her problems. As the noise 
ear-old hockey dreams scuffles in the 
round, Donna—at least half-aware that she 
s dn’t, but too worn down by Teddy's mix of 
charm and pestering—reveals she’s scared of 
pn eek she’s been abused. In turn, Teddy 
‘ gets hurt and understands all in one confused, 
heartfelt, misguided attempt to comfort her, or at 
least help her forget. 
The scene works on simply every level. Nei- 
ther Teddy nor Donna acts the right way—he 
shouldn't threaten her ex, she shouldn't clam 
up right away, and on and on—but so to does 
neither even consider how they should be act- 
ing, they simply just react to one another, igno- 
rant of how they'll have to deal with it later. 


1] fom; Hockey Dad 
ell-acted perfection 
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ce, | HOCKEY MOM, HOCKEY DAD 
Ce | OVRECTED BY BRADLEY Moss 

WRITEN BY MIKE MISH 

STARRING SHARLA MAIN, ED ZBRISK 

ROXY THEATRE 10708 124 STREET $1 5 


ZBYRSKI AND MATKIN, likewise, neither pity 
their characters nor are proud of them; they 
simply let them stumble their way through it. 
And all the while, they're sitting on a set that 
May as well have been sawed off of Glengarry 
Arena, right down to the door that doesn’t fit 
just right. This is as profound a moment as 
they'll have together, but director Bradley Moss 
knows full well that doesn’t excuse them from 
the life that’s going on around them, chubby 
kids, power bills and all. It’s life on stage, or as 
close as I’ve seen it in some time. 

Now, having said that, it is only that pure in 
that scene. While Melski uses a wonderfully 
sympathetic palette for Teddy and Donna—and 
Zbryski and Matkin capture all the colours—his 
script is back heavy: a little too cute, and flabby, 
through the first half, leaving the second act with 
an awful lot of emotional catching up to do. 

Still, Teddy and Donna are so fully realized, 
coffee to mittens, that it’s hard to walk away 
without feeling something for each of them, or at 
the very least understanding where they're com- 
ing from, whatever it is they're actually doing. w 


Constant Wife may not be 
‘relevant’, but who cares? 


DAVID BEARY / david@vueweekly.com 


ith the notable exception of Shake- 
speare, it seems like every time 
someone produces a play olderthan 


about 40 years, everyone starts fretting about 
its relevance, or supposed lack thereof. 

The Citadel's promotional material for Som- 
erset Maugham's The Constant Wife made a 
point of pointing out it was “exceedingly rele- 
vant,” as did a few of the press clippings (self 
pretty much included). 

I'm not sure why, but I think it’s one of those 
cases where, to twist a phrase, whatever peo- 
ple say they are, that’s what they’re not. If 
something is actually relevant, it would never 
actually occur to you to say so. Does anyone 
ever question the relevance of Mrs Dalloway, to 
use one of Maugham's contemporaries, or 
Hamlet, to keep with our earlier theme? 

Dust off Maugham’s drawing room repartee, 
though, and naturally the first thing that 
smacks you is how entirely alien impossibly 
witty Brits of leisure in the Oxford ‘20s are to 
the here and now. Hell, I'll go out on a limb 
and guess this plot-device-feminist comedy-of- 
manners probably wasn’t relevant to a good 
majority of Maugham’s contemporaries. 

Having said that, I don’t exactly see why rele- 
vance always has to matter; this is what it is, 
namely a puffy comedy that needs a stiff upper 
lip and a dry, earnest wit. Luckily for the Citadel, 
Bob Baker has an eye for tracking down and 
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THE CONSTANT WIFE 

DIRECTED BY B08 BAKER 

WRITTEN BW SOMERSET MAUGHAM 

STARRING BRENDA ROBINS FIONA RED 
APAILBANIGAN, KEVIN GUNY, 

VAESSA HOLMES, DANIEL KASH 

CVTADEL THEATRE (908 -TOTA AVENUE), $35 $80 


milking people who excel in just that role. 


RECENT ORDER OF CANADA recipient Fiona Reid 


(Mrs Culver) shines in an unfortunately small 
role, but the real stand out of the play is Kevin 
Bundy as John Middleton, the husband of the 
titular wife, Constance (Brenda Robins). He 
bumbles as gracefully as only an upper-class 
surgeon can through the first two acts, which 
see him cheating with Constance’s best friend 
(April Banigan) and then being found out. It’s 
really the finale where he takes over, however 

Spending most of the act furiously trying to 
contain his apoplexy—Maugham’s word; this is 
the '20s—Bundy is straight-lacedly hilarious 
whether he’s trying to hypocritically berate his 
too-calm wife or be friendly with the parade of 
Visitors in a disguisedly disgusted way. 

Bundy is the best, but he’s not alone, the 
entire cast as smooth and dry as Maugham 
wrote them to be. I have a hard time swallow- 
ing that it’s relevant, but it’s witty, and some- 
times that’s all a play needs to be. v 
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Bullough proves to be the nerdy cat’s meow of the House 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

t almost seemed like the cast of a 
] show was a bit nervous 

about not doing a Stewart 
Lemoine play through the first act of 
Cathleen Rootsaert's House of Cats. 

Despite an ample supply of the kind 

of mundanely absurd repartee and 
forcefully contained physical bursts 
the company does so well, Davina 
Stewart, Leona Brausen and company 
first-timer Chris Bullough seemed 
almost a half-step behind their own 
action, coming through when every- 
thing needed breath, but lacking the 
kind of pop that usually makes their 
high-class comedy fresh. 
There were a couple of things, but 
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HOUSE OF CATS 

DIRECTED BY STEWART LEMOINE 

WRITTEN BY CATHLEEN RODTSAERT 

STARRING DAVINA STEWART, LEONA BRAUSEN, 
CHRIS BULLOUGH 
VARSCONA THEATRE (10329 - 63 AVENUE), 
$17-$20 
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the biggest for me was in the doors: 
most of the first act is spent with one 
of three—Bullough’s cowardly lion 
Special Constable Malcolm, Brausen’s 
half-turned cat lady Helene or Stew- 
art’s stern accomplice Anna—stand- 
ing in front of or squeezing through 
the doors that bookend the Capilano 
living room the play takes place in. 
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(Jeff Haslam’s set looks like he just 
swept the cat hair out of an east-end 
bungalow, it’s so perfectly detailed.) 

There are laughs, but neither Stew- 
art nor Brausen seemed to be forcing 
back 40 cats as they jammed them- 
selves out of the kitchen, nor was Bul- 
lough quite as helpless as he could be 
as the pair pulled any number of 
tricks to keep him on the non-feline 
side of those doors. 

It might have just been opening- 
night malaise, however; by the second 
act, with Bullogh in chains and Stew- 
art and Brausen in a tizzy, all involved 
seemed to find the quirked comic 
energy in their characters. 
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| PARTICULARLY LIKED Butiough. His 


was a nice casting choice, as I'm not 
sure if any of Teatro’s regular males 
could have realized Malcolm, a full-on 
computer geek whose drawn to the 
compassion the women show even as 
they smokescreen, imprison and even- 
tually baby him, this fully. Bullough 
manages to capture a certain ineffable 
quality of nerdom, the hidden pride of 
a passion that’s almost completely dis- 
couraged by society. He seems down- 
right happy to be locked to the lady’s 
couch, so long as they're earnestly 
interested in his blog. 

For Brausen and Stewart, their 
biggest strength is their obvious chem- 
istry. Stewart is half just caught up in 
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and half encouraging Brausen’s flailing 
desperation. She doesn’t get the gun 
they keep trained on Malcolm, but 
she'll happily hold it. And she knows 
they should let him go but is perfectly 
willing to give her face-down, prone 
sister two more hours to think about 
how they're going to get out of it. 

By far their best scene, however, is 
mocking one another for flirting with 
Malcolm, prancing around and snark- 
ing their voices 

It isn’t perfect, but it’s a fine and 
funny start nevertheless. If the rest of 
Teatro’s non-Lemoine shows go as 
well as House of Cats, they might just 
want to try two new comedies in 
every new season. ¥ 
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German dancer takes Manhatten, leaves Berlin 


hen Dominique Rosales 
was 14 years old, she saw 
a poster for the Alvin Ailey 


American Dance Theater, and her life 
was forever changed. 

Rosales nabbed the poster and for 
the next few years she carried it with 
her everywhere she went, including 
the ballet classes she had begun a year 

earlier. She devoted her life to the 
dream of one day joining the company. 

But it was not until four years later, 
when she was 18, that Rosales actually 
saw the company perform. ‘Watching 
the show deepened her commitment, 
but there were two big obstacles. 

First, she knew it would be difficult 
to be accepted into one of the most 
well-known dance companies in 
America. The other was that Rosales 
lived in Berlin, a long way from the 

company’s New York City base, She 
knew there could be no future in 
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dance for her in Berlin, however, no 
matter how good she became. 

Rosales is of mixed-race African 
heritage. “It was a hard upbringing, 
having a mixed-race background in 
the ballet conservatory. People of 
colour don’t make it into white ballet 
companies,” she says. “Women of 
colour have different bodies—long 
legs, long arms and lean, strong bod- 
ies. White women are not as muscu- 
lar, and have a fragile build.” 


WHAT ATTRACTED ROSALES to the 
Ailey company, though, is that it was 
comprised: of African Americans, so 
she felt she belonged there. Shortly 
after seeing the company perform, 
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Rosales packed up and left Germany 
to study at the Ailey School in New 
York, hoping to eventually qualify as 
one of its company members. ; 

Her hard work paid off. 

“| came to New York and studied in 
the school, and was asked to be an 
apprentice in the company,” says Ros- 
ales, now a member of Ailey II, a 


€ 


group of 12 promising students who 


hope to one day join the senior com- - 


pany, and who will be performing at 
St Albert's Arden Theatre for one 
night only (Feb 24). 

“We're basically a grooming com- 
pany,” she explains. “We're the up-ris- 
ing stars ... the baby company, hand 
picked ... so that eventually we'll join 


the company.” 

Performing the same repertoire as 
the senior company, Ailey II incorpo- 
rates a variety of techniques, includ 
ing modern dance with a strong balle: 
influence and African dance. 

Rosales's favourite work is Revela 
tions, one of Alvin Ailey’s first ballets 

"It's definitely a masterpiece. It’ 
about his inspiration from h; 
upbringing in Texas. He talks abou 
the journey of the African America: 
people,” Rosales says, adding that th: 
work, set to traditional music, is als 
one of the company’s best-knov 
pieces. She explains that peop} 
understand the choreography becauis 
of its beauty and simplicity. 

“It’s the greatest thing to be pari 0 
this,” says Rosales. “When I saw th, 
company in Germany, I was so mov: 
by it, and so touched by it ... 1 knew 
wanted to be part of this .. 
long way from Germany!" ¥ 


I came 


Love Story lives memory 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry @vueweekly.com 


window in the corner of a 
dance studio at MacEwan’s 
Centre for the Arts stretches 


from floor to ceiling, allowing stu- 
dents, some wearing stage make-up 


. or carrying costumes, to glance into 


the studio as they pass by on their 
way to rehearsals and classes. 

Inside the studio, Brian Webb gently 
rolls Tanya Alvarado's pliable body 
diagonally across the floor. To the 
sounds of Tnstan and Isolde, they slow- 
ly rise and embrace without touching. 

The dancers part and walk in cir- 
cles, sometimes together, sometimes 
following different pathways as Adri- 
ana Davies recites her poetry, occa- 
sionally joining them in movement or 
making eye contact with one and then 
the other. 

Her text is the memory of a past 
love that faltered and died; the 
dancers are the embodiment of its 
remains, which she dissects, exam- 
ines and questions 

Davies occasionally leaves to sit 
alone silently, as the other two move 
through the dance of love and loss. 

When they perform A Love Story 
at John L Haar Theatre this weekend 
(Feb 23 & 24), Davies's departures will 
take her offstage, where collaborator 
Tim Folkman will capture every move 
she makes on video, transferring her 
activity live onto large plasma 
screens, where the audience can 
watch her as the onstage perform- 
ance progresses. 


THE PERFORMERS PRESENTED their 
first draft of the work last year, and 
now the collaborators are ready to 
present the final version 

“It's rare that you get a chance to 
remake a piece,” says Webb, pointing 
out that most choreography seldom 
has more than one or two perform- 
ances.” 

This version definitely looks and 
feels more natural than the first. 

“There's something about being 
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able to live with a piece and take th 
time to go through a real process 
Webb says. “We've been able | 
play—and it's serious play—but 
there's time now for give and take. | 
more spontaneous and collaborative 

The trio credits fellow collaborator 
Linda Rubin as one of the catalysts !o1 
a more natural, relaxed performan: 
because she encouraged them to cor 
tinuously improvise, instilling new lilc 
into the work. 

“It’s more about how it feels now 
Alvarado says. “Because we're alwa) 
responding to one another's gestur 
and movement.” 

“All of sudden, one of us just ma 
walk out of the scene,” Webb say 
“and really, then you're left with just 4 
memory.” 

“But when you look back on you! 
memories,” Davies adds, “you wonde! 
sometimes. What is real? What 
imagination? 

“Every performance has this “s' 
ness and this nuance ... there's ("! 
emotional tension.” 

“It's developed—it’s deeper now 
adds Webb, who also points out othe! 
changes the work has undergone 

There will be a live music ensemb!< 
put together by Haley Simons, “ ht 
collaborated with Webb on his !:° 
solo work, I’m Standing Here Be)! 
You. And last year’s backdrop of bright 
ly coloured paper is being replaced 5) 
white paper and the video screens 

“And we're changing the !2s 
Scene,” Webb says of the scene that 
involved him and Alvarado partial’) 
disrobing and entering a pool °! 
water. 

“But were not going to tell you 2" 
more!” Davies laughs. “Our lips 4" 
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atherine Crowston, 
rator and Director of 
d Programs at the AGA. 
now what the response 
could be 200 people 
ere could be 30.” 

yone who accuses the AGA of 
not taking enough programming risks 
will have to reckon with Free For All, 
the gallery's final show in the building 
that has served as home to much of 
our city’s public art since 1969. 

“When we were trying to think of 
what we'd do for this last show, we 
needed something that was logistically 

possible and exciting and fun,” Crow- 
ston relates. “There were realistic 
questions—at the time we were unsure 
exactly when we were going to leave 
this space. We couldn’t have some- 
thing we'd have to ship somewhere 
afterwards, and our fear was that we'd 
work with an artist on a show and 
maybe have to move or cancel it.” 

The AGA’s always attempted to 
honour its dual role as public institu- 
tion—the community-oriented, partic- 
ipatory aspect with the responsibility 
of bringing in Big Art and represent- 
ing Edmonton in artistic discourse 
beyond city limits. Pragmatic con- 
cerns of moving house didn’t dwarf 
the organization’s desire to make a 
timely statement on its own nature. 

Free For All answers both lofty and 
logistical dilemmas. “A big part of this 
was, ‘let's throw the doors open’—lit- 
erally and figuratively—in a celebration 
of creativity in all its wonderful forms.” 

That translates to every Edmon- 
tonian having access to the AGA dur- 
ing its final few weeks—literally: 
there is no charge to come take a 
final whirl through the building 
before it gets demolished. Figurative- 
ly, that means that every Edmonton- 
ian can show there. 

“We're letting it go crazy—no jury- 
ing, no selection, as few dictates as 
possible,” Crowston emphasizes. “If 
you can get it through our front door 
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GROUP SHOW 
ALBERTA GALLERY OF ART 
(2WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE) 


in one trip, we will show it.” She adds, 
“Within common sense limits.” (In 
other words, probably not the place to 
trot out your “Piss Christ” replica). 
Which begs the question: how much 
of a “real” show is one that has no cura- 
torial or artistic direction other than 
lowest common denominator anarchy? 
Free For All can be seen as the ultimate 
democratic device, or as a bit of a pan- 
dering cop-out, especially when you 
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RANDOM RULES & HINTS: 


¢ “People must have participated in the work's creation in some Way, but you won't 
have to prove you made it.” —Catherine Crowston : 


© AGA front door dimensions/maximum size of piece allowed: 2.74m x 1.22m (9! x 4’) 


© The earlier you come to drop off your work, the greater the likelihood it will have 
pride of place—hanging starts on the third drop-off day. 


* Three Peoples’ Choice prizes, chosen ‘by gallery viewers, will be awarded at the 
closing party Mar 24. 


A goes out with a question before the ban 


to try, which it generally does with the 
Kind of pluckiness usually reserved for 
girl reporters in 1950s comics. 
Crowston is adamant that for Free 
For All to work it needs to draw in 
Practicing artists at a variety of career 
stages, as well as amateurs and nov- 
elty-seekers who simply want to take 
part in what amounts to a historic 
moment. She's fielded calls from ele- 
mentary schools (“We don’t mind 
* class projects specifically for this, but 
prefer they don’t just grab something 
from off the wall by each kid.”), as 
well as veteran artists who are wor- 
ried about their reputations (‘They 
want reassurance that it will be taken 
seriously.”). 


* Drop-offs: Feb 24 & 25 11 am - 4 pm; Feb 26 & 27 noon-8 pm. 


© Art that isn’t picked up by Mar 27 goes down with the ship. 


© For complete rules visit the gallery's website at artgalleryalberta,com. 


throw in such geegaws as prizes (for 
the first hundred participants, as well as 
three “Peoples’ Choice” awards). 


IN ALL FAIRNESS, the aca are damned 
if they do and damned if they don’t— 
vilified as being stodgy if they show 
traditional work, elitist if they show 
challenging work, cash-hungry if they 
show trendy work. You can’t be all 
things to all people, as the saying 
goes, but the AGA is legally mandated 
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“As much as possible, we're treat- 
ing it as a ‘real’ show,” she states. “It'll 
be documented like every standard 
show and properly archived: we’ll 
record everything as it comes in, 
there'll be loan forms, labels for 
pieces ... We'll meet the highest stan- 
dards of professionalism.” For all 
intents and purposes, participants will 
legitimately be able to say they've 
shown at the AGA. 

“The entire second floor is reserved 


for hanging,” Crowston Says, sharing 
her best-case scenario. “I would love 
it if it was hung floor to ceiling, wall- 
to-wall, with work showing the diver- 
sity of the community.” 

Her unspoken wish, perhaps, is that 
Free For All not only demonstrate the 
AGA's commitment to the community, 
but the community's commitment to 
the gallery 

“We want to make sure we get a lot 
of people,” Crowston insists. “A cross- 
section of Edmonton artists. We've 
asked career artists to consider partic- 
ipating and we're trying to get word 
out to everyone that they're wel- 
come.” 

Whether or not to participate has 
been a topic of discussion in arty cir- 
cles lately, with many non-commer- 
cial practicing artists split between 
those who think it is a marvelous idea 
and opportunity and those who feel it 
will cheapen their work or that they'd 
prefer to—in the words of an emerg- 
ing artist with well-received shows at 
artist-run centres under her belt— 
“earn my place in the AGA". 

This attitude neither surprises nor 
dismays Crowston, who hopes that 
apprehensive types will overcome 
their initial reluctance and entrust 
their work to the gallery's curatorial 
hands 

I neither see the glamour nor harm 
in participating. As an assertion of 
community, it is unparalleled and 
should be taken advantage of by 
those moved to include themselves 
Artists seeking my opinion get advice 
that parallels Crowston’s—show work 
that takes into consideration the con- 
text. If you can’t make something 
explicitly for Free For All—really, the 
ideal, and a fun one—include some- 
thing that doesn’t require control of 
context and won't break your heart 
stuck next to something you hate. 

As for Crowston, she has no feser- 
vations about the possibilities of Free 
For All. “I'm excited,” the curator 
enthuses. “So much so I'm working 
the very first drop off shift." w 


°&$ Woe 
WEEKLY 


presents... 


Get all the info 
you need ai 
vueweekly.com 


or pick up your 
copy at our office 
10303-108 st. 


1) Smack That feat. Eminem 
Akon 


2) Super Mario Bros. 
Super Mario Bros. 


3) | Wanna Love You 
Akon 


4) Lips ofan Angel 
Hinder 


5) Irreplaceable 
Beyonce 


6) You Don't Know 
Eminem 


7) My Love 
Justin Timberlake 


8) Enter Sandman 
Metallica 


9) Money Maker feat. Pharrell 
Ludacris 


10) Fergalicious 
Fergie 


EXCLUSIVE RINGTONES 


TEXT “DIBS” TO 4321 & HAVE 1ST DIBS 
DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR 
VIRGIN MOBILE PHONE! 


BEPATIOE 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING FEB 22, 200 
1. The Shins - Wincing The Night Away (sub pop) 
3. JJ Cale & Eric Clapton - The Road To Escondido (reprise) 
4. Joanna Newsom-Ys (drag city) 
5. The Good, The Bad & The Queen - S/T (parlophone) 
6. Various - Endless Highway:The Music Of The Band (429) 
7. Julie Doiron - Woke Myself Up (endearing) 
8. Loreena McKennitt-An Ancient Muse (quinlan) 
9. Rachelle Van Zanten - Back To Francois (rvz) 
10. Mark Knopfler & Emmylou Harts — All The Roadrunning (mercury) 
11.Clap Your Hands Say Yeah - Some Loud Thunder (cyh) 
12. The Decemberists - The Crane Wife (capitol) 
13.Albert Hammond ,Jr.— Yours To Keep {rough trade) 
14.Of Montreal — Hissing Fauns, Are You The Destroyer (polyviny/) 
15.Bom Ruffians - S/T (warp) 
16.AA Soundsystem — Laissez Faire (saved by radio) 
17. The Be Good Tanyas — Hello Love (nettwerk) 
18. Apostle Of Hustle - National Anthem Of Nowhere (a&c) - 
19. Bob Dylan - Modem Times (columbia) 
20.The Fratellis - Costello Music (drop the gun) 
21.Rob Crow — Living Well (temporary residense) 
22. TV On The Radio - Retum To Cookie Mountain (interscope) 
23. Highwater Jug Band - S/T (hoodoo) 
24, Isis - The Absence Of Truth {ipecac) 
25.Various — Sorrow Bound:Hanks Willams Re-Examined (ruby moon) 
26. Chad VanGaalen - Skelliconnection (flemish eye) 
27.Midlake — The Trials Of Van Occupanther (worlds fair) 
28.Busdriver - RoadKillOvercoat (anti) 
29. Richard Buckner & Jon Langford - Sir Dark Invader Vs. The Fanglord (buried treasure) 
30. The McDades — Bloom (free radio) 


JOEL KROEKE 


CLOSER TO THE FLAME 


Winnipeg native Joel Kroeker 
follows up 2004's "Melodrama™ 
with his much-anticipated 
"Closer To The Flame". 
"Closer To The Flame" features songs 
touching on a multitude of genres from 
jazz to gospel, to folk and good ol' rock. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


DANCE 


AILEY Hi DANCERS Arion Theatre, 5 St Anne Street, St Albert (459- 
142/451-8000) © New York based group perform modern. jazz ballet 
‘and West African dance, directed by Syivia Waters and Troy Powall © 
Sat, Feb. 24 (Bpm) * $25 {adult)/$18 (student) available at the Arden 
box office, TicketMaster 


LES BALLETS JAZZ DE MONTREAL-RHYTHM Arden Theatre, 5 St. 
Anne Street. St. Albert (459-1542) * A two-part production featuring 
works by Brazilian choreographer Rodrigo Pedemeiras, who presents 
Mapa. a production that blends Brazililian dance with classical ballet Also 
featuring work by choreographer Aszure Barton who presents a work inffu- 
‘enced by the hopes, fears. secrets and rhythms of each dancer ® Mar. 7-8 
(Bpm) # $25 fadutt)/$18 (student] at the Arden box office 


BRIAN WEBB DANCE COMPANY-A LOVE STORY John | Haar 
Theatre, 10045-156 St (420-1757) * Tania Alvarado and Brian Webb dance 
to Adriana Davies’ passionate poetry with video by Tim Folkman and local 
musicians performing 4 palm court orchestration of Richard Wagners 
Tristan and Isolde * Feb. 23-24 © Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


MILE ZERO DANCE-ALTER EGOS The Landing Pad 201-10923-101 St 
(624-1573) * Mar 8-10 (8pm) * $10 (memberl/$12 (non-member) at the 
Landing Pad 


MOVEMENTS-EAST MEETS WEST Citadel Maclab Theatre (415- 
$211) * The Afro-Canbbean Dance ensemble Movements celebration of 
Black History Month * Sot. Feb. 24 (8pm) * $25 


(NOCHE FLAMENCA Timms Centre for the Arts, U of A Campus (403-217- 
1954/420-1757) * An evening of Flamenco dance, song and music featur- 
ing Annette Morcos (dance/vocals), Maria Regnier (dance), Jane Ogilvie 
(dance), Tracy Cumberbatch (dance), and David Matyas (guitar) * Mar 10 
{8pm} © $20 adv. at TIX on the squarel/$25 (door) 


‘THE REAL STARS Jubilee Auditorium (451-8000) * A benefit in sup- 
port of the Kids With Cancer Society featuring hip-hop, jazz, ballet, 
musical theatre, modern dancers and choreographers * Mar. 3 
Tickets available at TicketMaster 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


(AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482-2854) AJA THE 
LOVE OF ART-VALENTINE'S DAY EVENING: Artworks, strawbernes, 
canspes and champagne at the Agnes Bugera Gallery, the West End 
Gallery and the Front Gallery * Until Feb. 22 


(ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 1()125-106 St (488-6611) * Opan 
Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed all hols) * Feature Gallery: ALL ABOUT 
ALBERTA: until Mar. 31 * Discewery Gallery: SNOW SERIES Coramics 
by Carole Epp; Feb. 24-Ape 7 * NEO-OVO: Egg design by Noil Lazaruk; 
Feb. 24-Apc 7 # Opening reception: Sat, Feb. 24 (2-4pm) 


ALUED ARTS COUNCIL-SPRUCE GROVE 455 King St * Open: Tue-Sat 
12-Spm * SCAPES AND INSTRUCTORS * Until Mat 3 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (422-6223) « 
Open Tue Wed Fri 10:30am-8pm; Thu 10:30am-Spm: Sat-Sun 17am-Spm 
* VISUAL THINKING Margaret Brine Gallery: Drawings from the U of 
A Graduate studies; until Feb. 25 * Art Bar: Happy Hour every Thu (4- 
8pm); no cover; Feb. 22 © Theatre: Free screenings of design-based 
films; presented with M.A.D.E * Photography Lecture Series: AGA 
Theatre: * Lecture with Amaud Maogs, Thu, Feb 22 (7pm) * Created 
Communities/Fault Lines lecture with Donigan Cumming, Thu, Mar. 8 
(7pm); $10/88 (AGA member/student) 


ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave [453-1595] * A WORLD OF 
COLOUR: Downe Burns’ abstracted paintings inspired by the southem 
United States and Maxico * Mar 8-17 


ANTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10220-105 St (439-9532) * Open every 
Thu (58pm) * WHEN CRYING ANDROIDS SLEEP SECRET DOORS ARE 
OPEN: Artworks by the Psychotic Robotic Art Collective, Chris Zeytsotf and 
Tristan McClelland « New work by the ArtsHab residents * Until Feb. 22 


CENTRE DARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103-95 Ave (451-3427) « 
Group show featunng artworks by members * Feb, 23-Mar. 7 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 Stony Piain Ad (452- 
1402) © Open: Tue by appointment; Wed-Fri Tiam-5:30pm, Sat 1am-4pm. 
closed lang weekends * COLLECTION 2006: New artworks by verious artists 


FAB GALLERY Aim 1-1 Fine Arts Building, 112 St. 89 Ave (492-2081) « 

‘Open: Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 2-Spm * CENTRIFUGAL: IDEAS FROM 
DIFFERENT CULTURES IN PRINT, Contemporary print-antists trom around tha 
world; until Feb. 24 ¢ IMPRESSIONS FROM TURKEY. Recent prints by 
Ayseghl zer and Emre Senan: Mat 6-24; opening reeaption: Thu, Mar 8 (7- 
10pm) * Pulblic Lecture: Arn 2-20 Fine Avts Building: The Histary of Graphic 
‘Design in Turkey and The Works of Emre Senan:Tus, Mar 6 (5:10pm) 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) * Various artworks by 
the Paint Spot staff, until Feb. 28 © Group show featuring figurative 
artworks; through Marchi 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave * FOR THE LOVE OF ART-VALEN- 
TINE'S DAY EVENING: Artworks, strawberries, canapes and champagne 
at the Agoes Bugera Gallery, the West End Gallery and the Front Gallery 
© Until Feb. 22 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Iain £1, Si 
Winston: Churchill Sq (496-7030) © Open Mon-Fri Sam-Som Sat Sam-5prn 

Sun 1-5pm * A SEASON IN THE SUN: Oil paintings by Pavicia Trudea, until 
Feb, 22 © Anworks by the Sculptors Association of Alberta; through March 


GREENLAND NURSERIES Highway 16E and Cloverbar Ad * Arrworks 
by the members of the Emerging Artists’ Society of Alberts « Mar 10- 
11 {10am-4pm) 


GREY NUNS HOSPITAL 0.1 Patient Room, 3015-62 St * Mon-Fri 
8.30am-4pm) « Artworks by students from the Artistic Statement 
School of Fine Art * Until Fob. 28 


HARCOURT HOUSE 1215-112 S1 (426-4180) * Open Mon-Fri 10am- 
Spm: Sat 12-4pm ® Fromt Roeme AEWIND: Printweotks and multi-medin 
works wath video, performance and electronic imaging by Bonnie 
Baxter. uti} Mar. 31 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Svathcora Place, 10831 University Ave (433-5282) 
* Open: Mon-Fri Sam-4om © FANTASTIC COMES IN FOUR: Paintings by 
Joan Chambers. Darlene Schscker, Carolyn Feir and Diane McPhea; untit 
Mat | © THE TIMES AND PLACES: Photographs by Darlene Hildebrandt, 
Mat 6-29; opening: Mar. 7160-99; reception: Mat 14 {630-8:30em) 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479-8424) Open Tue-Fri 
§.30am-5:30pm; Sat $30am-4pm * Serigraphs by Geome Weber, water- 
colours by Myrna Wilkinson and Glenda Beaver * (SOUTH) 7711-85 St 
(465-6171) * Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm, Sat 10am-5pm * Sengraphs by 
George Weber, artworks by Lorraine Oberg, Marion Barker. Carol Hama 
Chang, pottery by Noboru Kubo. ceramics by Heather Goldmin. and 
works by the Alberta Oil Painters * Through February 


LANDO GALLERY 11120105 Ave (890-1161) * CARVING THE 
LANDSCAPE Paintings by Teresa Healy ® Mar. 2-17 © Opening recop- 
tion: Sat, Mar. 3.(2-pm), artist in attendances 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-1065 St (423-5253) * Main Space: + 
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LITTLE CHURCH GALLERY 455 King St. Spruce Grove (962-0654) « 
Open: Tue-Sat 12-Spm * SCAPES AND INSTRUCTORS © Until Mar 3 


LOFT GALLERY AL Ottewell Arts Centre, S90 Broadmoor Biv), Sherwood 
Park 467 (4481) ® Open Sat 10am-4prrc Thu 5-Qom * Artworks by Audrey 
Josephson, Neil Horswill, Deanna Corrigan, Margaret Klappstein, Linda 
MecEacher, Loma Kemp, ond Darlene Schacher * Until Mar 3 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St (407-7152) * 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm: Sat-Sun 1-Bpm * Hospital Centonnial 
Exhibition * Until Mar 25 


MCPAG 5411-51 St. Stony Plain (983-2777) * Opan Mon-Sat 1Qam-4pm, 
Sun 1Dsm-§:30om © SPIRIT RARE Pointings and drawings by Danielle Zyp: 
Feb. 22-Mar. 21; opening reception: Sun. Fab. 25 (1-3:30pm) * Dining 
Room Gallery: West 4 Art Group, until Mar 29 


MINISTIX SCULPTURE STUDIO 37 Gristo! Estates, 51049 Range Road 
214, Sherwood Park (662-4160) * Sculptures by Horst D. open studio 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St Anno Stroat, St. Albert Place, St 
Albort (859-1528) * A BRIGHTER FUTURE THE GROWTH OF AGRICUL- 
TURE IN ST ALBEAT Until Apr. 8 


WNIHA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery Gallery, 9702-111 
‘Ave (474-7611) * Opan Mon-Fri 10am-2:30pm, Tue 6.30-8:30pm, Thy B- 
8pm * NINE TO NINE AT NINA'S: New artworks by Nina Haggerty Centre 
artists * Until Mar. 9 © Opening reception with artists: Mar. 1 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 Si (452-0286) * Open Tue- 
Sat 10am-5:30pm, Thu 10am-8pm © MULTIPLE VIEWS: Rocent paint- 
ings by Guiseppe Albi * Until Mar, 14 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street. St. Albert (450- 
4310) * Oper: Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu (10am-8pm) * CHAOS THEORY: 
‘Anworks ty John Noestheden, Losnne Schachtel snd Clint Wilson: until 
Mar. 2 © Drop-in Art for the artist at heart: Fab. 22 (7-Spm). $10 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 Roper Rd (427-1750) * 
Open: Tue-Sat, Wed Sam-4.30pm * THE GREAT WESTEAN GARMENT 
COMPANY. Founded in 1911 and now owned by Levis Strauss and Co 
[Canada] Inc, the history of garment workers offers a glimpse of the his- 
tory of all working people in this city. Exhibit faatures information pan 
els, photographs and clothing * Until Apr. 27 


‘SCOTT GALLERY 1041 1-124 St (488-3619) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm 
‘MISTAYA: Landscape paintings by Arter Wasylynchuk * Until Fety. 27 


THE STUDIO 11 Perron St, St. Albert (460-5993) ¢ ABSTRACTIONS: 
Artworks by Susanne Loutas Monk, Pat Wagensveld © Until Feb. 24 


‘SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1482) * Open Tue-Sat 12-Spm © 
Large-scale prints, repetitive black and white haunting representations 
of a face by Polish artist Wieslaw Haladaj, until Feb. 24° ART OF THE 
ANKARA EX-LIBRIS SOCIETY. Small prictworks by artists of the Ankara 
Ex-libris Sociaty of Turkey, Mar 1-Apr. 14; opening reception: with 
artist, Hasip Pektas, Fri, Mar 9 (7-Spm) 


‘TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452-9100/451-3344) « 
Explorer Gallery: |£G0@ Secrets of the Pharaohs: until May 6 


URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY 1018-82 Ave behind 
Sapphires (438-7978) * ALIVE AND WELL IN THE MIDST OF THE VoiD. 
Paintings by Michael Schoenay * Until Mar, 12 


WAAA GALLERY 311 Fi, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421-1731) * Open 
Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 124pm © CHARACTERS: Hats by Michalle 
Leavitt-Djonlic and felted sculptures by Renee van der Putten © Feb. 22- 
Mar 31 * Opening reception: Feb. 22 {7-9:30pm) 


WEST END GALLERY 12305 Jasper Ave (488-4892) ¢ AOA THE LOVE 
OF ART-VALENTINE’S DAY EVENING: Artworks, strawberies, eanapes 
‘and champagne at the Agnes Bugera Gallery, the West End Gallary and 
the Front Gallery * Until Feb 22 


LITERARY 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-2487) * Maxine Hyndman 
will talk about her new book The Organic Entrepreneur, Thu, Feb, 22 
{7:30pm} * Meet Steven Price author of Anatomy of Keys, and Tim 
Bowling author of Fathon, Tue, Feb. 27 (7:30pm) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9524-76 Ave (459-8755) * Story Slam: An opportu- 
nity for writers to share their work, explore their talents and show off * 
Third Wed each month * $5 (donation) 


CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St. Albert Road * Poet's Ink: Writing 
evenings every Sunday (7-9pm) except long weekends, holidays and 
summer months 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10343-84 Ave (433-2932) * TALES. monthly 
Storytelling Circle: Tell stories or come to listen * Second Fri of each 
month (8-10pm) until June * $3 {first time free) 


HULBERT'S CAFE 7601-115 St * The Olive Reading Series * 2nd Tue 
each month 


KASBAR LOUNGE Basement of Yianni’s Taverna, 10444 Whyte Ave (314- 
8620) * Rapture: Open stage poetry with the Raving Poets band evary 
‘Wed (sign-up: 7:30pm; show: 8pm) until May 30 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, poetry. and perform: 
anoe att open stage hosted by the Naked Eclectic Electric Orchestre * 
Every Thu (8m) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10575-80 Ave (433-2932) + Story Café. 
TALES ® First Thy of @a month, through to June (7-Som) * Celtic 
Heart-Story Café: Featuring storytellers Kathy Jessup. Kate Quinn and 
Bethany Ellis, presented by TALES Edmonton. Followed by open mic, tell 
your story * Thu, Mar, 1(7-9pm) © $5 cover 


ST. THOMAS CAFE AND BISTRO 44 St. Thomas Street. St Albert « 
Poet's Ink Poetry open mic reading, for gentle critique, writing exercis- 
5 and writing breaks © Thu, Feb. 22 (7-Spm) 


STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY Sir Winston Churchill Sq * Reading by 
Barbara Kingscote, author of Aide the Rising Wind ® Sun, Feb, 25 
{1.30pm} 


‘STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron Streat, St Albert (450-5993) * Open. Tha 
12-Bom: Fri 10am-Bpm, Sat 10am-Spm * FACES AND MORE: Artworks by 
Richard Lipscombe ® Mar. 3-31* Opening reception: Sat, Mor. 3 {1-4pm) 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Education South Building, Rr 122 (458- 
4662} © Canadian Authors (Alta) meating festuning playwright, actress, 
and director Miako Ouchi presenting Truth and Fiction’ Waring Plays 
about Real People: Fri, Feb. 23 (8pm, 7pmv Waters Cirele with Margaret 
Macpherson); free (Members and firsttime guest!/$10 (non-member) * 
Living History: Workshop: Fab. 24 (9:30--4pm); $30 (memban/$60 (nan 
member} 


UPPER CAUST BISTRO 10909-86 Ave * Stroll of Poets Poets’ Haven: 
Reading series is an opportunity for poetry enthusiasts fo enjoy poetry in 
‘an intimate café setting every Mon night: through to Mar (?-9pm) * $5 
(door, ine!. coffee, tas and poatry) * Jennie Frost, Deborsh Lawson, 
Doug Elves, Alison Owen Nichols, and Henry Victor; Fab. 2B * Jocko 
Benoit. Liss Gunther, Rusti Lehay, and Pritam Atwal) Mar 5 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469-4999) * Thu 
(8:30pm), $11; Fri (2.30pm), $20: Sat{Bpm), $20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 * 
Every Wed [B30pm); Wacky Wednesday; $5 © Dennis Ross, Feb, 22-24 
* Jason Blanchard, Mat 1-3 * Wes Zaharuk, Mat. 8-10 * Warren B. 
Hall; Mar 15-17 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St. WEM, 8882-170 St (483-5999) « 
Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat Bam and 10:30pm, Sun 
Born © Tanyalee Davis, Shawn Gramiak and Matt Wojcil, unt! Feb. 25 
* Hit Or Miss Mondays: Amateurs and professionals take the stage; 
Mon, Fab. 26 ¢ Alternative Comedy Night: featuring hypnotism, magic, 
music, streat performers and more, Tue, Feb, 27. * Kivi Rogers: Mis, 7- 
10 * Mitch Fatal; Mac 14-18 


YUK YUK’S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall (48-2857) « 
Open. Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat Bam and 10:30pm * Wed Get Your Yuk's. 
professional comedy night: $5 * Sun. Industry Night; $10 ° The Great 
Canadian Laugh Off; every Wed night; tinals on Feb. 28 © Kevin 
Mcgrath, Harold Pruess, and J.P Fournier Feb. 22-24 


BIRD BRAIN Citadel Rice Theatre, SHZB-101A Avel425-1820/425-2127) 
By Vern Thiessen, hased on the story by Albert Wendt For people living 
on Hat Street. life is simple. Everyone has to wear 8 hat—ll the une. But 
‘something unexpected happens when one person decides he can't abide 
by the rules © Mar. 5-18 * Recommended for children 5-12 years of age 
Ki 1B Follawed by 0 5-10 minute Question and Answ 

period with the cast © Tickets available at the Citadal Thastre box office 


‘THE CONSTANT WIFE Citade! Stioctor Theatre, 9828-101A Ave (42s. 
1820) # Social comedy by Somarset starting Fiona Reid and 

las Beottio. Rules ara the basis of society and it is everyone's respo, 
‘sibility to follow them, except for Constance Middleton. As the story 
‘twists and tums, so do Constance Middleton's plans * Unt! Mar. 4 « 
Tickets available at the Citadel Theatre box office 


CRAZY GARY'S MOBILE DISCO PCL Studio, Trans-Alta Arts Barn: 
10330-84 Ave © Presented try Mutt’s Nuts. by Gary Owen, directed ty 
Michael Cowie * The story of one Saturday night ina small town (> 
bai, one party and thrae guys stuck with their school reputations: itv 
gimp, the gewk and the bully * Feb. 23-Mar. 3 * $18 fadult)/$15 (sn, 
Gant/senion) 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448-0695) * A hitar 
Jive. improvised soap opere * Every Mon to the end of May * Ticks: 
available at the door (7pm) 


THE ENCHANTMENT Cito Francophone, 8627 rue Mari-Anne- 
Gaboury (420-1757) # An adult fairy tale by Sandy Paddick, inspi 
Goblin Markat by Christina Rossetti presented by Woikshop Wes! ; 
Azimuth Theatre, produced by Theatre YES featuring choreography 
Marie Nychka, multimedia ty Tim Folkman. Two orphaned girls sre 
banished to 6 musty manor and seduced by goblins # Tickets avai/ah 
‘at TIX on the Square 


FLY BY NIGHTS) La Cité Francophone, 8527-91 St (242-4104/42 
1757) * Circus vaudeville, an assortment of death-defying and lug) 
inducing entertainment presented by Firefly Theatre. Featuring Dar 
Hagen, acrobatics by Lyne Gosselin and Angie Parkins, magic by 1): 
Ron Pearson, illusions by Sheldon Casavant. Vaudevillian-style coc 
by Flying Bob, music by the Unforgettable Be Arthurs, Paul Bellow, 
‘Mari Sasano, Annie Dugan and John Ullyatt © Feb, 23-24 (Spm) « 
‘available at TIX on the Square 


FRANKENSTEIN Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway Boulevard (43) 
1750/420-1757) Catalyst Theatre presents this new adaptation of | 
Shelley's classic gothic novel. Adapted and directed by Jonathan 
Christenson, Choreographer Laura Krewski ¢ Mar 8-25 (8pm). no p=’ 
ances Mon * $21/$16 at Catalyst Theatre, TX on the Square 


FRBDA K Citadel Rice Theatre, 9828-101 Ave (425-1820) * By Gio 
Montero, directed by Peter Hinton. starring Allagra Fulton * As 
‘85 for the opening of her first solo exhibition in Mexico, 44-year-old ( 
Kahlo examines her life and her reasons for painting. She is uncercs 
‘apprehensive about how she and her work will be received * Unul F 
2 © Tickets available at the Citadel Theatre box office 


THE FULL MONTY John | Hear Theatre (420-1757) * Grant 
College, Theatre Arts presents this musical about a group of dow 
out nuys who find a different way to pay the rent * Mar 9-17 + 

Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


GYPSY Festival Place. Sherwood Park (449:3378) * By Anhur arc 
music by Jule Styne and lyries by Stephen Sondheim, etioreograpn 
Sharon Richardson; presented by Sherard Musical Theatre Associa: 
® Set in the "20s vaudeville era this is a story of the ultimate p: 
stage mother, Mama Rose, who just wants to see her daughte 

8 star * Feb 22-25 and Fab, 28-Mar. 2 (7:30pm); Feb. 25 (2pm) + 
(adultl/$17 (student/seniorl/$17 {matinee for everyone) available 
Festival Place Box Office, door 


HARD SELL The Third Space, 11516-103 St (471-1586/420-1757) « 
Northern Light Theatre presents this absurd black comedy by Cra 
Baxter. This play focuses on the nature of power and those wo a! 
it as two police officers take the law into their own hands * 
(8pm) * $20 {opening night)/$18 (adultl/$15 (student/senioy), 
For-One, Wed: Pay-What-You-Can * Tickets available at Norther 
Theatre's box office. TIX on the Square 


HOUSE OF CATS Varscona Theatra (433-3399, Voice box #1/420: 
‘Comedy by Cathleen Rootsaert, presented by Teatro La Cuindicina * 
hapless bylaw officer investigates a highly concentrated feline pre 

a bungalow shared by two sisters and learns that in certain circunsta 
the lines separating what's obsessive, what's crazy, and what 
fun can be blurred ¢ Until Mar, 3 (Tue-Sat; Bpny, Sat matinee: 
$20 (adult}/$17 (student/senior/Equity): Sat matinees Feb. 24 ar 
$10 © Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


THE HULLABALOO REVUE Jekyil and Hyde Pub, 10510-100 Ave (9 
0854) © No Bones Theatre presents an evening of theatre. mus 
stand-up comedy featuring Cut to the Chase by Christopher Sc 
Junkies by Jonathan Dorf, and the comedic musical stylings ot 
Cockatrics. Hosted by Fred the Carrot * $10 (door), free perfor 
Fab. 23 © Fab. 23-25, Mar. 2-5 (8pm) 


JEREMY FISHER Stanley A Milnor Library Theatre, 7 Sir Wins 
Churchill Sq (420-1757) * Concrete Theatre « By Mohamed Re 
translated by Mieko Ouchi The story of an old fishing couple aie 
prised with the birth of a sweat young son but quickly come tc 
he's different © Fab. 23 (7pm), Feb. 24 (2pm and 7pm). Mar 2 (7p 
$16 (adult/$12 (student/sanior)/S$8 (child under 12) available at 1 
the Square, door 


LOVE'S LABOUR'S LOST/WOYZECK MacEwan's Theatre Lab (47 

* Gront Mactwan College, Theatre Arts presents Shakespeare's co" 
Love's Labour’s Lost and hallucinatory scenes about a young sol’ 
bullied and subjected to bizarre medical expenmentation in G 


‘9 
Buchner’s Woyzeck ¢ Mar 14-18 © $7 at TIX on the Sqsuare. do" 


MAGGIE'S GETTING MARAIED Mayfield Dinnar Theatre (1-000 ° 
9804) By Norm Foster * Feb. 23-Apr. 15 © $29-$75 


(MAGICAL MYSTERY (OF THE BEETLES Jubi/ot 
Dinner Theatre, 8982-170 Streat, WEM (484-2424) © Until Ap: | 


(OH SUSANMAI Varscona Theatre, 10929-83 Ave * A Eurosty'e 
ety spectacle, guided ty international glamour-gal Susans Patch 
‘and har co-host Eros. God of Love. * Tickets available at the doo’ * 
Sat. Feb. 24 (11pm) 


‘THE PRODUCERS Jubilee Auditorium (451-8000) * The new Me! 
Brooks liv musical comedy, directed and choreographed by Su" 
Stroman. A down-on-his-luok theatrical producer, a mousy account’ 
‘Swedish blonde bombshell, the campiest director in New York aw 
host of over-the-top characters bring the Ultimate, sure-fire thesl 
and musical fiasco, Springtime for Hitler to life * Until Feb 25° § 
$85 available at TicketMaster 


THE SKINNY LIE TransAlta Arts Barns Westbury Theatra, 10330 
‘Ave (448-9000) # By Michale Pinal, produced by Green Thumb Te 
(Vancouver), presented by Fringe Theatre For Young People * Gio’ 
five student. Jessie Carrera will do anything to look perfect, burs ¢ 
Ting out of control. Recommended for ages 7+ or Grades 27 * Ul" 
Feb. 25 (Sat-Sun matinee 2pm, Fri night 7pm) * $15.53 {adult si 
(studant/senior|/$10.70 (child) 


STAGE STRUCK 2007 Walterdale Playhouse (420-12757) * Fes 
presented by the Albarts Drama Festival Association (ADFA) Erno" 
Featuring six local productions. Family Squabbles by Josh Wooste* 
(Foureyes Theatncals), Hostel, by Leslie Caffaro, Emerge in Res 

by Pauls-Joan Prudot (White Buttarfly Productions); Frappe by Cody 
Porter, Sister Mary lgnatius by Christopher Durang (The Goods | ah 
Co): Reduced for Quick Salo, ty Kent R. Brown {Ad Hoc Theatvo) *, "> 
ZB (7pm), Feb. 24 (1pm. 7pm) * $10 {adult\/$8 (student/senio') # 5 
(adult, all throe sessions //$20 {student/senuars, all three s0ss10%") ° 
TIX on the Square, door 


TEMPTING pies Timm ares Sie © Alter 
TSA2/451- An uplift of love ai ince pre 
(ase > An a parce 
sled over dangerous terrain and through all kinds af weather © 
ee er torss ar save ts © Sat Mar 1pm] $25 ld8 
{squdent/senior) at the Arden Theatre box tfics, TicketMastor 


f may be strangling the 

Tairies still, yet some- 

} | where south of here 
$10 000 gowns are being squeezed 
into and carpets unrolled below sway- 
ing palms. The Oscars make their 
annual appearance Sunday night and 
some weird ping-pong tournament 
between art, politics and commerce in 
the movies awaits those unable to 
shake off their fascination. 

This is the seventh year we've done 
this, but for those just tuning in, 
here’s the rundown: Surveying the 
nominees in the five big categories, 
we, Vue film critics Josef Braun and 
Paul Matwychuk, weigh in on who 
we'd like to see take home the shiny 
bald guy. More importantly, we imag- 
ime an Oscars where the work that 
really matters, the neglected or under- 
seen movies of 2006, get nominated. 


i 
vA 


PAUL MATWYCHUK What's your take on 
this year’s nominees? 

JOSEF BRAUN: While there's plenty of 
work I'm pleased to see recognized, 
this feels like an especially tokenistic 
set of nominations, with Little Miss 
Sunshine sticking out like a mouldy 
Birkenstock at a fashion show. Its 
inclusion feels like a way for the 
Oscars to feign interest in indie films, 
yet it's by far the most formulaic 
movie selected. Every little character 
possesses their own little quirk, their 
own little resolution, like a transcrip- 
tion of a screenwriting manual. There 
was such a lack of spontaneity. It’s 
ostensibly a comedy about family, but 
[ never believed these people could 
possibly be related. 


PM: Hm. Well, we'll get to Little Miss 
Sunshine, but the one that sticks out 
for me is Blood Diamond, my pick 
for worst movie of the year. 

JB: Really? 

PM: It's like North Country last year, 
this Oscar-baiting movie so by-the- 
numbers I can’t believe the Oscar 
people fell for it. I think 10 years from 
now this year is going to look like 
1990, where you go back to list of 
nominees and think, Wow, really? 
Awakenings? Ghost? But | do like that 
Dreamgirls, the foreordained Best Pic- 
ture winner, was halted at the gate 
and denied a Best Picture nomination. 
There does seem to be some resist- 
ance to the juggernaut. 


BEST PICTURE 


JB: What's your favourite for Best Pic- 
ture? 


=|OSCARS 2007 


PM: I'm afraid you're going to be disap- 
pointed in me. First, I haven't seen Let- 
ters From Iwo Jima. They say it's a 
masterpiece, but they said that about 
Million Dollar Baby and 1 hated that. 
The Queen rated highest on my end of 
the year list, but it ultimately lacks 
some extra cinematic quality that 
Screams Best Picture. I'd be happy with 
The Departed, but it feels limited. So, 
I’m actually going to pick Little Miss 
Sunshine. | feel like this exposes me as 
a completely softheaded moviegoer, 
but I guess I don’t quite get the argu- 
ments against it. I thought it really held 
together as a comedy in the spirit of My 
Man Godfrey, that mixture of melan- 
choly and madcap. And the cast is so 
good, even if they don’t quite make 
sense as a family. I also have a soft 
spot for American movies about failure. 


JB: Geez, at least I agree the cast is 
great ... 

PM: Well, I don’t know that I'd be will- 
ing to defend it as a timeless classic. 
What was your pick? 

JB: I'd be happy to see The Queen win, 
but for my pretend vote I'm going to 
acknowledge the thrill of structural 
stratagems and purist dynamics, of 
colour and menace and slick cyni- 
cism, and go with The Departed. There 
just aren’t very many movies in that 
vein that work so fluidly. 


PM: My alternative pick—I’m wonder- 
ing if this is yours too—is Children of 
Men. This is just visionary filmmak- 
ing, so confident and adult, a science- 
fiction movie that the fanboys 
shamefully abandoned. It’s this rather 
convincing bleak vision that manages 
to arrive at a final moment of hope. 
Or at least I choose to see it that way. 
JB: 1 also felt the most glaring omission 
was Children of Men. Aside from its 
eerie layers of resonance with this 
moment in history, in the most classi- 
cal sense the film just knows how to 
move. It’s breathless and inventive, 
rushing headlong toward this 
precipice and then abandoning you 
there in that final sudden calm 


BEST ACTOR 


PM: My choice is a guy who hasn't got 
a lot of love so far this awards season: 
Ryan Gosling. I'm surprised this isn’t 
the performance everyone's talking 
about, sending a buzz through the 
acting community the way | imagine 
Marlon Brando in On the Waterfront 


did 50 years ago. I'm puzzled at the 

unanimous preference displayed for 

Forest Whittaker in Last King of 
Scotland. Whittaker's a fantastic 

actor, but this is Idi Amin we're talk- 

ing about. There's not much capacity 

there to surprise us—whereas 
Gosling’s constantly Surprising. He's 
on this tightrope and could go either 
way at the end, cleaning up or sliding 
back into addiction, and it’s com- 
pelling to watch. 

JB: Whitaker's performance was per- 
suasive: his use of physical proximity, 
his blank stare as he studies a face, the 
way he gestures so lightly with those 
big paws of his. But, as with you, he 
didn’t stick with me the same way. My 
vote's between Gosling and Peter 
O'Toole, two actors on opposite ends of 
their careers delivering beautiful, tex- 
tured, quite raw performances. It’s arbi- 
trary, but I guess I'll go with O'Toole 
because his work possesses a quality 
we may never see the like of again. 


PM: Who would you have liked to see 
nominated instead of, say, Will Smith? 
JB: 1 was very tempted to choose Clive 
Owen in Children of Men, very tempted 
by Matt Dillon in Factotum. But once | 
considered Jérémie Renier in L’En- 
fant, there wasn’t any further ques- 
tion. The other two have undeniable 
star appeal, but this kid just comes out 
of nowhere and delivers something so 
immediate, fearless and charged, unin- 
flected with showbiz knowingness, his 
smalltime crook is so hopeless but you 
can't stop watching him. 

PM: That’s a great choice. Mine is, in 
fact, Clive Owen. Over the course of 
watching that movie it slowly dawned 
on me that he's one of the best actors 
around. He seems uninterested in 
playing heroes. He loves these cyni- 
cal, hooded, inscrutable guys who just 
do what they feel needs done and 
never feel obligated to explain them- 
selves. Yet he has that stunning 
breakdown scene in the forest— 
there's something moving about him 
in Children of Men. You just know 
that, jaded as he is, he's never going 
to take that suicide drug. By the end, 
you believe that he somehow repre- 
sents the best in humanity, without 
ever trying to be likeable. 


BEST ACTRESS 


JB: 1 think Helen Mirren’s wonderful, 
but I'm with Penélope Cruz here. She 
gives this edgy, layered performance of 
tremendous vivacity, a nutty but con- 
trolled comic vivacity they don’t gener- 
ally throw awards at. It’s a bit like 
trying to imagine Melanie Griffith get- 


ZERO CITY | 26 
THE AMPHIBIAN MAN / 28 


BREACH | 32 ‘ 


ting awarded for Something wild. 

PM: I'd have loved to see Melanie Grif- 
fith get awarded for Something Wild! 
JB: But she's also tremendously sym- 
pathetic and very much attuned to 
the distinctive style of Volver, which 
is something you can’t say about 
Kate Winslet, who's also 

just marvelous—basically 

too marvelous for Little 
Children. 


PM:1 did pick Winslet, 
though I agree that, my 
god, that film has prob- 
lems. She's so willing to 
burrow into a character's 
messy emotions. | love 


the way she embodies :. 


this sort of craziness that 
overtakes her character in 
this irresponsible affair. 
That football scene where 
the camera discovers her 
cheering in the stands: ‘ 
there’s something so fran- 


sar May be golden, but what was he thinking? 
BODY'S GOT AN OPINION ON THE ACADEMY, AND VUE FILM CRITICS ARE DEFINITELY NO DIFFERENT 


tic, even scary to it. It makes up for her 
agreeing to do The Holiday. 

JB: Yeah, I'm kind of in love with her 
What was your alternate pick? 
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Don't Keep Tabu behind closed doors 


S| THE MOVIEGOER 


S| put MATWYCHUK 
x | pepe @uenisoen 


If ever a movie demanded to be viewed 
outdoors, it's Tabu, a glorious 1931 
silent melodrama shot on location in 
Bora Bora with a cast consisting entirely 
of authentic South Sea islanders. What 
a thrill: that's exactly how | saw it last 
week—-sitting underneath a canopy of 
palm leaves in the courtyard behind a 
Key West deli just a block anda half 
trom my house. 

The screening was arranged by a Key 
West movie maven named Michael 
Shields as part of a new “microcinema® 
venture he calls Java Studios. “Microcin- 
ema’ is no exaggeration: there were 
about 10 people in the audience for Jabu 
on Wednesday night. It was Valentine's 
Day—maybe everyone was taking sun- 
set cruises with their lovers instead. 

Shields used to run Tropic Cinema, 
the local equivalent of Garneau Theatre, 
but he clashed constantly with the Trop- 
ic's board of directors, who finally 
removed him from his post last summer. 
crowds actually picketed the Tropic 
when the news broke—maybe not as 
many as stormed the Cinematheque 
Francais in 1968 after the firing of Henri 
Langlois, but they were equally ardent. 

(Even now, months later, there's still 
a significant contingent of hardcore 
Shields-ites who refuse to set foot 
inside the Tropic.) 

Shields is philosophical these days 


_A. <3 
TO ATTEND 


about /affaire Tropic—but he does take 
an impish delight in occasionally outma- 
noeuvring his old employer and nabbing 
a coveted title like Children of Men from 
under their noses. 

The stars of Jabu's remarkably com- 
pressed narrative are Matahi and Reri, 
two achingly beautiful Tahitian youths 
who meet, fall in love and get torn apart 
in the span of about half an hour. They 
barely get a chance to share their first 
embrace before an elderly envoy named 
Hitu arrives on the scene and announces 
that Reri has been chosen to leave the 
island and become a sacred virgin in 
service to the old Polynesian gods. From 
that point on, any man who so much as 
casts a lustful look her way will be sen- 
tenced to death. 


THE STORY STRIKES a perfect balance 
between the loose, anthropological 
style of co-writer Robert Flaherty (the 
pioneer of such shot-on-location quasi- 
documentaries as Nanook of the North 
and Man of Aran) and the German fatal- 
ism of director/co-writer FW Murnau 
(who also made Nosferatu and Sunrise). 
The playful first half of the film, "Par- 
adise,” is full of bare-chested men 
spearing fish and bare-chested women 
in grass skirts shaking their hips—this 
seems like Flaherty's terrain. 

But in the second half, "Paradise 
Lost," Murnau takes over: inky shadows 
gather around Matahi and Reri despite 
the Polynesian sun as they flee, relent- 
lessly pursued by the cadaverous figure 
of Hitu. (Hitu seems to acquire almost 


Nosferatu-like supernatural powers in 
this section of the film.) ~ 

Like Sunrise, the film's love story is 
simple, even naive, but unusually pow- 
erful, full of magical unique images 
(especially the weirdly luminous skin of 
a shark gliding through the pearl beds 
where Matahi eventually finds work as 
a diver), plus a shockingly tragic ending. 
The fact that none of the actors ever 
starred in another film only makes Tabu 
seem more fragile and precious. 

| felt bad that Shields wasn't able to 
attract more people to this remarkable, 
albeit obscure movie. But | felt better 
when | returned by chance to the same 
courtyard the following evening. It was 
one of the most popular stops on a 
“gallery walk” taking place that night— 
they didn’t have much art on display, but 
they had a chocolate fountain and live 
music, mostly Dr John and Professor 
Longhair covers, by a local musician 
named Barry Cuda. 

People were everywhere, and Shields 
had seized the opportunity to do an 
encore screening of Tabu. He was only 
using it as background imagery for the 
party, but as the story unfolded, more and 
more people stopped talking and began 
curiously watching the film. Cuda started 
improvising lyrics to go along with the 
action. When a shot of the Pacific moon 
filled the screen, he began playing "Blue 
Moon." People sang along and ate choco- 
late-covered marshmallows. 

| don't know if the same magic will take 
place tonight when Shields screens The 
Conformist, but | can't wait to find out. w 
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Zero City finds much in 
its directionlessness 


SAT, FEB 24 (7 PM) & 
MON, FEB 26 (6:45 PM) 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
bittersweetly absurd allegory 
filmed in 1988, Karen 

Zero City (Gorod Zero) 

captures the strange still- 

the verge of disappearing. THIS ROCKS 

Opening and closing on two misty, 
offers static shots, with people com- 

ing in and out of the frame. This is a 

from engineer-less old factories to 

nearly empty old restaurants. The 
ground, a conspiratorial mess of his- 
tory that is surviving on donations of 
hindsight—the collections jar is 
stuffed with bills, watches and a pair 

Our Everyman guide is Mr Alexei 

Varakin (Leonid Filatov), who’s come 

ing an air-conditioner part but soon 

finds himself trapped in town, caught 
murder? He's questioned, driven 
about, confused for someone else, 

On the cusp of profound uncer- 
tainty, with Gorbachev's Soviet 
faux-Communist country’s short, 
brutal history all its survivors had 
who no longer knows who he is or 
where he’s going. 

and out of existential nightmare and 

claustrophobic dream (there are also 

where film itself becomes memory). 

There's the silly seriousness of Sovi- 

tory and romanticization of despots, 

the plodding officiousness of the 
modern life. 

BENEATH IT ALL ties a deep distrust of 

glasnost and perestroika. The film’s 

crime is allegorical—the country is 


Shakhnazarov's 

ness of a Soviet Union on wy) 
directionless mornings, the film 
land of vacant, purposeless spaces, 
local museum is hidden under- 
devalued money, lost time and failed 
of glasses, 
on some mundane business regard- 
up in a suicide investigation, or is it 
honoured and hounded. 
Union about to disintegrate, but the 
known, Varakin is baffled, a Russian 

This melancholy farce drifts in 
two nice metacinematic scenes 
et bureaucracy, the rewriting of his- 
police and the empty routines of 
the future in the mist of Gorbachev's 
committing suicide, or is it being mur- 


DRAMA 


DIRECTED BY KAREN SHAKHNAZARDY 

WRITTEN BY SHAKHNAZAROU, 

ALEKSANDRA BORODYANSKY 

STARRING LEONID FILATOV, VLADIMIR MENSHOY 
METRO CINEMA, $8 


dered?—and its victim, Nikolaev the 
chef, was once a policeman who, in 
the 1950s (the decade when Stalin 
died), broke out into rebellious rock 
‘n’ roll dancing one night at a party 
Varakin, too, is assumed to be a dissi- 
dent democrat beneath his serious 
Soviet worker facade—has rebellious- 
ness long dormant, waiting to break 
out? But not as democracy, perhaps 

Here democracy is a superficial 
show, ultimately meaningless. It is 
only American pop music and West- 
ern clothing. Revolution is simply a 
spinning wheel of false change, ring- 
ing hollow. 

The local prosecutor (Aleksandr 
Borodyansky) believes only in being 
part of the greater organism of the 
state, and feels his self slipping away 
Varakin, too, who's told that Niko- 
laev is his father although he isn't, is 
disappearing into the void of a pres- 
ent unmoored from the past and 
floating off into a dim future. Women 
and children are left behind in this 
vision of a patriarchy wandering 
around, looking for another false idol 
to lead the fatherland. 

Whether you're cynic or skeptic, 
Zero City is hauntingly prophetic—the 
eerie nostalgia for the Attilas and 
Stalins in the museum of history was 
never really kept under the surface. 
Vladimir Putin is a throwback to the 
autocracies that Russia has neVer left 
behind. 

A cynic would focus on the penul- 
timate scene, with Varakin sitting on 
the edge of a hotel bed, head bowed 
and shoulders hunched, submitting 
to his strange, unfathomable fate. A 
skeptic would cling to the final 
moments, where Varakin—escaping 
to start a new life in a new Russia?— 
looks out towards the horizon, oddly 
hopeful. w 
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Astronaut Farmer takesAmphibian Man swims through 


believability to the moon 


QMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 

t takes a lot to get many people 
I excited about space. 

Well, maybe not a lot, 
but at least something 
crazy. Like an astronaut in 
adult diapers driving THSISOK 
across the country to kidnap and kill 
her love-triangle rival. Or a farmer 
building his own rocket to fire him- 
self into outer space. 

The latter is the concept of The 
Astronaut Farmer. Anything is 
possible in this anything-is-possible 
tale headed by Billy Bob Thorton 
playing a beloved father who always 
wanted to be an astronaut when he 
grew up. He ended up instead as a 
farmer walking around in a discount 
spacesuit; people think he’s playing 
dress up. 

His name is Charlie Farmer. He 
lives in Story, Texas. (Red flag: there 
is nothing subtle about this film.) 

His perfect family supports him 
wholeheartedly when he builds an 
actual rocket. They share a mutual 

e@ream of seeing daddy fly into 
space—or maybe he dreams of them 
dreaming this. He has become 
obsessed with the phallic celestial- 
going ship in his barn. He pulls his 
kids out of school to enrol them in 
his fringe space camp. He puts his 
15-year-old son in charge of Mis- 
sion Control. 

When the FBI traces Farmer’s 
email attempts to obtain 10 000 
pounds of premium fuel, they send 
two farcical agents with matching 
moustaches to make an example of 
him. They fear he’s building WMD. 
But as Farmer puts it, “If I were 
building a WMD, you wouldn't be 

sable to find it.” 

Farmer becomes an allegorical 
terrorist—a charming, Texan, white- 
bread terrorist. Once word travels, 
he becomes a media darling with the 
whole world rooting for him. (Coinci- 
dently, some of the headlines even 
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match the aforementioned attempted 
murderer, Lisa Marie Nowak.) 

Now, all that’s stopping him are 
six mortgages and his wife Audie 
(Virginia Madsen), who senses a love 
triangle because he spends so much 
time with Dreamer, his rocket, and 
even comes home smelling like her. 


THE FILM ISN'T a comedy, but it’s 
damn funny. The Astronaut Farmer is 
every bit as ambitious, crazy and 
straight-faced as Charlie Farmer and 
his John Wayne rhetoric. The script 
itself doesn’t have to try very hard—it 
just lets the concept and that damn 
Full House piano score do most of 
the work. Meanwhile, the director 
repeatedly shows off the rocket, 
obviously very proud of the set 
department. 

But it’s a family movie about 
dreams (with plenty of speeches 
about dreams), and in that sense it 
works. At best, it’s delightful and 
thrilling; at worst, simply amusing. 

Billy Bob Thorton and Virginia 
Madsen make a lovely, albeit com- 
pletely unrealistic, screen couple. It 
takes her far too long to leave him, 
and when she does, it’s just to 
church and back. She is too forgiving 
and coddling. 

The easy resolutions blunt the 
conflict, and most of the story's tur- 
bulence comes from the authorities 
and Bruce Willis, the transient 
Colonel. But when the rocket 


launches and the turbulence is liter- 
al, it is palpable. And just the image 
of Billy Bob in space with a bag of 
Lucky Charms marshmallows 
should suffice to fulfil the kids or 
even yourself. v 


Monthly Series 2007 


Thursday March 1st, 2007, 7 pm 


The Refugees of the Blue Planet 


There are some 25 million environmental refugees compared to 23 million 
political. Each year, millions of people the world over are driven to forced 
displacement. From the Maldives to Brazil, and even closer to home, here in 
Canada, the disturbing accounts of people who have been uprooted are 
amazingly similar. The enormous pressure placed on rural populations as a 
result of the degradation of their life-supporting environment is driving 
them increasingly further from their way of life. The Refugees of the Blue 
Planet sheds light on the little known plight of a category of individuals who 
are suffering the repercussions of this reality: environmental refugees. They 
are constantly growing in number and often have no legal status, even 
though their right to a clean and sustainable environment has been violated. 
Afier the screening world-renown global warming expert, Colin Soskolne, professor 
of Public Health at the University of Alberta, will speak about his field of work. 
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Soviet political undercurrents 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
ish-Boy Terrorizing Locals! The 
Prampinien Man 
(Chelovek-Am/fibiya) 
begins with tabloid-style 
headlines about a “sea 
devil” scaring away pearl THIS ROCKS 
divers near the local beach. 

While the flippered, silver scale- 
suited, fin-helmeted lad captures the 
avaricious eye of Don Pedro (Mikhail 
Kozakov), it turns out, however, that 
the amphibian man is Ichthyander 
(Vladimir Korenev), the shark gills-fit- 
ted son of scientist-supreme Dr Sal- 
vatore, And after dashing Ichthyander 
rescues the drowning, doe-eyed 
Gutiere (Anastasiya Vertanskiya), 
who's been unwillingly pledged to 
Don Pedro by her father Balthazar so 
that he can clear his debts, well ... 
Fish-Boy Snared By Siren! 

What saves The Amphibian Man 
from being a pulpish C-movie is that 
it’s a simmering borscht of a Soviet 
scientific romance (and one of the 
most popular Russian films of all 
time, netting millions in 1962), with 
some fantastic scenes and political 
elements adding considerable 
flavour. Directors Gennadi Kazan- 
sky's and Vladimir Chebotaryov’s film 
often floats into the realm of a slightly 
surreal Lenin’s Little Merman story. 

At times, however, The Amphibian 
Man flops around in shallower melo- 
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dramatic waters, its fairy tale bob- 
bing up above the surface as the vil- 
lainous Don Pedro (urged on by a 
shrewish babushka) faces off against 
the handsome gilled boy while the 
imprisoned Gutiere cries by the bed- 
side. Some scenes are too static, 


more ballet- or opera-inspired pan- 
tomime than post-silent film cine 

matic, with Korenevy turning 
portentously away or Vertanskiya 
gazing forlornly in a close-up as the 
sea-crossed lovers telegraph their 
doomed romance. There is some 
fluid camerawork, from a montage 
of eerie underwater shots to a 
sequence where Ichthyander runs 
through the neon-lit, mirror-reflect 
ing city looking for his love. 


MOST INTRIGUING ARE the film's chop- 


py political undercurrents. Don Pedro 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 30 


Take Number 23 for the thrill of it 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

know what you're thinking. 
| You're thinking that a 

thriller starring ol’ rub- 
ber face himself, Jim Car- 
rey, the man responsible 
for such thought-provok- TESTS 
ing characters in The Mask and Ace 
Ventura: Pet Detective, couldn't possi- 
bly be good. Well you’d be wrong, 
my friend. So very, very wrong. 

OK, so it’s not the next The Usual 
Suspects by any means, but The 
Number 23 is full of creepy 
moments, conspiracy theories and it 
ends with a twist. 

Basically, Walter Sparrow (Carrey) 
finds a book detailing the life of a 
detective named Fingerling, the 
enigma of the number 23 and the 
mystical connections it has to every- 
thing that happens in the world. It’s 
the kind of weirdo stuff that the pale 
guy in the bathrobe who lives down 
the street from you is into, stuff like 
adding up the letters in your name to 
equal 23, breaking down birth and 
death dates into composite parts and 
seeing them equal 23 and convinc- 
ing yourself that all of this numerical 
trickery serves some higher*purpose. 

It’s all totally unbelievable, except 
to someone in a certain—shall we 
say disturbed—mindset. When Spar- 
row starts to believe that the book 
he has found is recounting his own 
life story, we can safely believe he is 


FILM 


OPENS FAI, FEB 29 


THE NUMBER 23 

DVRECTED BY JOEL SCHUMACHER 
WRITTEN BY FERNLEY PHILLIPS. 
STARRING JIM CARREY VIRGINIA MADSEN, 
LOGAN LERMAN, CANNY HUSTON 


in such a mindset. 


WHAT FOLLOWS IS a visually stimu- 
lating journey through two worlds, 
that of the real world and that of 
the book. Carrey does a good job 
differentiating between Sparrow 
and Fingerling, even if his portray- 
als of regular guys seem to be 
creeping into the territory of Tom 
Cruise and John Wayne in the way 
that Carrey doesn’t create a new 
character every time he makes a 


THRILLER 


movie but instead plays himsel 
doing something he doesn’t usually 
do. Fingerling, on the other hand, is 
a gritty and mysterious character, 


~ Certainly a’Stretch for Carrey, bul 


one he pulls off with success, 

Like I said, it’s not like the movie 
will join the pantheon of the world’s 
greatest thrillers, nor will it be up for 
an Oscar anytime soon, but if you 
like mysteries, conspiracy movies or 
surprise endings, this movie will def- 
initely satisfy. 

And while I won't ruin the ending 
I will say this: the twist itself was 
wholly satisfying, but the do-the- 
right-thing denouement was a little 
too saccharine for me. 

You'll understand what I mean when 
you see it, and you should see it. w 
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y or log onto www.cineplex.com, www.empiretheatres.com 
r www.tribute.ca for locations and showtimes. 
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"AN UNALLOYED 


DELIGHT 


ONE OF THE BEST 


CONVERSATIONS WITH GOD 


NIGHTLY 7:00 
sar SUN MATINEE 1:00 PM 
VISIT US ON LINE © MAGI 
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NOT TO BE MISSED 


NO 7: 0OoPM SHOW 
Thureday March ist 


PARTITION 


NIGHTLY 9:10 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 3:10 PM 
‘SErED 144 ROLERCE 
VISIT US OM LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


FIRST ON THE MOON 
THE AM@HIGIAN MAN 
COSMIC VOYAGE ™ 


THE GAMERMAN’S REVENGE 
RUSLAN &% LUDMILA e ZERO CITY 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


Metro operates vith the support of 
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Canada Council 
for the Arts 
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Refugees wants us to settle the score 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
‘ Ithough I have seen The 
Refugees of the 
Blue Planet sever- 
al times already, I am 
always a little surprised by 
its short running time, THS BUCKS 
because even at under an hour, it is a 
full cinematic meal. 

This Global Visions screening will 
also have the benefit of a talk and dis- 
cussion by U of A professor of public 
health, Colin Soskolne, who is an 
expert of global warming. 

Seasoned documentary directors 
Jean-Philippe Duval and Héléne Cho- 
quette take their audience on a jour- 
ney, with pit stops in the Maldives, 
Brazil and Alberta, that begins with 
a flight over the light and deep 
greens of the Indian Ocean. It looks 
like paradise. 

But as the camera closes in on 
Kandholhudhoo Island by following a 
boat-load of people, we realize that 
paradise is being lost. Soraya and 
Ismael survey the damage that the 
2004 tsunami had on their home. All 
but a few dishes are destroyed, and 
we see the water line on the outer 
wall of their home is almost as high 
as Soraya herself. 

And this only the beginning of 
Duval and Choquette’s film. As they 
hop between their three locations, we 

are offered up some outrageous and 
scary numbers and facts. Yes, global 
warming is an issue, but the main 
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FILM FESTIVAL 


THE WORLDS HOTTEST COMMERCIALS 


IGHTLY 7:00 AND 9:00 PM 
SATE SUN. MATINEE 2:00 PIM 


VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


Wee 


2-DAYS ANIMATING 


From Quickdraw Animation 
Society, Richard Reeves 
gives a 2 day workshop on 
animation, cameraless film- 
making and scratch. A 
unique opportunity. 


®: info@tava.ca 
cost:  $75/$85 
where: FAVA 


3 | THU, wan 17m 
| THE REFUGEES OF 


THE BLUE PLANET 

DIRECTED BY HELENE CHOQUETE 

JEAN PHILIPE DAL 

WITH GUEST SPEAKER U OFA PROFESSOR 
DOLIN SOSKOLNE GLOBAL WARMING EXPERT 
METRO CINEMA, $B 


issue here is how we are displacing 
people, destroying livelihoods and 
killing hope, let alone the planet. 

In 2003, the UN estimated that 
there were 25 million enviranmental 
refugees—those displaced by natural 
disasters, deforestation, monoculture 
farming, dams and mines—as com- 
pared to 23 million political refugees. 
And every week, in the neighbour- 
hood of one million people around 
the world migrate to cities, mostly 
ending up in slums. 


FRANCISCO, A BRAZILIAN farmer, 


refuses to migrate, however. His 
small plot of land is surrounded by 
Aracruz’s massive eucalyptus planta- 
tion that supplies pulp to Europe and 
North America (or at least 95 per 
cent of their output—and half of that 
goes to make toilet paper). While 
determined, Francisco's way of life is 
being destroyed by the enormous 
strain that monoculture farming has 
on any environment. The plantation 
trees are draining the earth of 
ground water, and the heavy use of 


THE AMPHIBIAN MAN 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28 


is the fiendish master of the capitalist 
class who wants to enslave Ichthyan- 
der as a super-worker. Dr Salvatore is 
the face of progressive science that has 
been raising up the Soviet Union 
through technological and industrial 
productivity. Yet, in the film, Don Pedro 
is backed by the state and Dr Salvatore 
becomes a failed figure. 

The sea itself is the potential Com- 
munist utopia, a carefree place where 
everyoné can be equal, a wonderland 
where the altruistic, money-ignorant 
Ichthyander imagines gliding and 
shimmering under the waves with his 
love. But with post-Stalin censorship 
and pre-Gorbachev looseness, the 
film can’t fully commit to these poli- 
tics—if it did, wouldn't it be saying the 
Soviet Union on earth isn’t so ideal? 
And can it turn its back entirely on the 
land, the agriculture economy on 
which the country had based its pro- 


CP 35.0 
FINAL CUT PRO WORKSHUP 


| 2-DAY WORKSHOP AT NA\ 


FILM AND 


Spend a couple days at NAIT 
| with Perry Thomas learning 
the basics of the most 
\opular video editing 
software out there. 


e: info@fava.ca 
cost:  $100/$120 
~ where: NAIT 


pesticides is making those who Stay 
in the area sick, 

Closer to home, of course, we learn 
about the destructive nature of sour 
gas drilling. Despite the fact that small 
amounts of exposure to H2S are 
strongly believed to cause multiple 
sclerosis and does cause death, there 
are at least six wells just outside of 
Calgary, meaning that something in 
the neighbourhood of 300 000 folks 
live at risk of close-proximity expo 
sure. Never mind the farmers who are 
told they can move if they don’t like 
the fact that wells are on their land 
Landowners have no rights over whai 
is underneath their lots. Even neigh- 
bours accuse outspoken farmers 0; 
“stopping the economy.” 

Duval and Choquette captur: 
moments on film that are both painfu! 
and beautiful, poignant as they are in 
their humanity. And even though 
Refugees of a Blue Planet's scope is 
enormous—from the effects of global 
warming to deforestation to sour gas 
drilling—the directors always manage 
to bring it down to the micro leve| 
showing us what Valmir Noventa o} 
the Brazilian Movement of Small 
Farmers means when he says, “taking 
hope is worse than taking life.” 

It is through the small-eye view 
that we can begin to understand how 
we might alter the growing forced 
migration—a migration that the UN 
estimates will include 150 million 
environmental refugees in 40 years. v 


ductivity for so long? 

The underwater pearls that Don 
Pedro wants and which Gutiere sells to 
help out failing newspaperman Olsen 
(a veiled shot at censorship of the 
press) are a natural bounty, but associ- 
ated with the upper class, and Dr Sal- 
vatore himself, as much as his wealth 
is de-emphasized to wash him of capi- 
talist taint, still has that whiff of the 
benevolent, authoritative, pre-Soviet 
Union aristocrat about him. Also, it 
Ichthyander and Gutiere cannot be 
together, what hope is there to unite 
science and romance, technology and 
motherland in a Communist utopia 
beyond the earth? 

It seems as form-fitting as Icthyan- 
der’s shimmering suit, then, that this 
curious reflection of Khrushchev’s 
Russia was shot in Cuba, one of the 
few pseudo-Communist states that's 
survived the Atlantis-like sinking of 
the Soviet Union. Olsen’s comment 


‘on Dr Salvatore’s imagined underwa 


ter-wonderland ripple on: “Will it be a 
republic of the'drowned?” vw 
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seseecssusseasus 


All showtimes are subject to change 
| at any time. Please contact theatre 
for confirmation. 


a CHABA THEATRE-JASPE 
(9094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 
Date of Issue: Thu, Feb. 22 only. 

THE QUEEN (PG) Thu &:00 

|} EPIC MOVIE (14A) Thu 8:00 


CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 
Cinema 12: 3633-99 St, 463-5481_ 


+ 
ALPHA DOG (18A, coarse language) Sat-Sun 
11:00; Daily 1:35, 4:05, 7:20, 9:50; Fri-Sat late 
show 12:20 


PRIMEVAL (18A) Sat-Sun 11:20; Daily 1:50, 
430, 7-40, 10:00; Fri-Sat late show 12:15, 


Es aMER 


with a book that 

his life but ends with THE DEPARTED (18A, coarse language, vio- 
lence) Daily 1-10, 4:20, 7:45; Fri-Sat late show 
11:05 
ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Sat-Sun 11:15; Daly 
1:45, 4:25, 7:15, 9:40; Fri-Sat late show 12:05 


APOCALYPTO (14A. gory scenes, brutal vio- 
lence) Daily 12:55, 3:45, 6:45, 9:20; Fri-Sat late 
ector Ben Garant’s comedy show 12:00 
tag team of cops who are 
save the day after a terrorist 


t srupts a police convention in 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for young 
children) Daily 1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:25; Fri-Sat late 
‘show 12:00 


HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER (G) Sat-Sun 11:05; 
Daily 1:05, 3:05, 5:10; Kids Kabin Fever: 1:05 


BORAT (14, coarse language, sexual content, 
crude content,not recommended for children) 
Sat-Sun 11:10; Daly 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:30, 
9:45; Fri-Sat late show 11:55 


eo 
ic WwnRt 


A YELLOW RIBBON John 

Johnson and Joanne Dru star 

in Who Shot Liberty Valance 

ohn Ford's Western about a cap- 

finds his mission to stop an 

mbered by women who have 
ed. OVAL ALBERTA MUSEUM (102 


THE PRESTIGE (14A) Daily 1:30, 4:15, 7:10, 
55 

STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Sat-Sun 
11:30; Daily 2:00, 4:45, 7:35, 10:05; Fri-Sat late 
show 12:25 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD (14A) Daily 7:25; Fri- 
Sat late show 11:00 


FLUSHED AWAY (G) Sat-Sun 11:25; Daily 1:40, 
9155, 7:05, 9:15; Fri-Sat late show 11:40 


DEJA VU (144) Sat-Sun 10:50: Daily 1:25, 4:10, 
7-00, 9:35; Fri-Sat late show 12:10 


Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 


fantastika.” Read Brian 
ilo 26 & 28. The 
22 (TPM) & SAT, FEB 24 


PRIMEVAL (18 A) Sat-Sun 11:25; Daily 1:50, 
4:50, 7:10, 9:30; Fri-Sat late show 11:45 


ALPHA DOG (184, coarse language) Sat-Sun 
11:15; Dally 1:45, 4:25, 7:05, 9:50; Fri-Sat late 
show 12:10 


WE ARE MARSHALL (PG) Daily 4:05, 6:50 


THE DEPARTED (18, coarse language, vio- 
fence) Daily 1:15, 4:20, 7:40; Fri-Sat late show 
10:45, 


ton oe a 
); Ruslan and Ludmila FA FEB 23 
IN, FEB 25 (8:30PM); Zero City SAI, FEB 


4 MOM, FEB 26 (8:45PM) ZEIDLER HALL THE 


APOCALYPTO (14A, gory scenes, brutal vio~ 
Jence) Daily 1:05, 3:50, 6:40, 9:25; Fri-Sat late 
show 12:00 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Sal-Sun 11:20; Dally 
1:40, 4:45, 7:25, 9:55; Fri-Sat late show 12:20 


BLOOD AND CHOCOLATE (14) Sat-Sun 
11:35; Daily 1:55, 10:05; Fri-Sat late show 12:25 


HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER (G) Sat-Sun 11:10; 
Daity 1:10, 3:15, 5:05; Kids Kabin Fever: 1:55 


THE HOLIDAY (PG. nol recommended for young 
chikiren) Sat-Sun 10:50; Daily 1:30, 4:10, 6:55, 
9:35; Fri-Sat late show 12:05 


BORAT (144, coarse language, sexual content, 
crude content, not recommended for children) 
Sat-Sun 11:05; Daily 1:25, 3:20, 5:15, 7:30, 
9:45; Fri-Sat late show 11:50 


‘STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Sat-Sun 
11:20; Daity 2:00, 4:40, 7:20, 10:00; Fri-Sat late 
show 12:15 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD (14) Daily 7:35; Fr- 
‘Sat late show 11:05 


FLUSHED AWAY (G) Sat-Sun 11:00; Daily 1:05, 
3:10, 5:10, 7:15, 9:15; Fri-Sat late show 11:30 


© DEJA Vu (714A) Sat-Sun 10:55; Dally 1:05, 4:15, 
7,00, 9:40; Fri-Sat late show 12:10 


al "BREACH FG. (coarse language) Daily 1:10, 4:05, 
| 6:50, 9:40 


| GHOST RIDER (144) Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 


i 
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RENO 9111; MIAMI (14. coarse language. 
‘Ctude content) Daily 1:50, 4:20, 7:30, 9:55 


NORBIT (PG, sexual content, crude content. not 
Tecommendad for children) Fri Sun-Tue Thu 1:45, 
4:30, 7:25, 10:10; Sat 4:30, 7:35, 10:10; Wed 
1:45, 4:30 

PAN'S LABYRINTH (14. brutal vicienoe, not 
recommended for chikdren, Spanish sebtities) 
Dolly 12:50, 3:50, 6:40, 9:25 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Daily 1:20. 4:10, 
7:15, 10:06 


THE NUMBER 23 (144, violence, gory scenes) 
Daily 1,90, 4:15, 7:20, 10:00 


THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND (154. gory 
scenes) Daily 12:45, 3:35, 6.90, 9:15 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: EUGENE ONEGIN 
{Classification not available) Sat 11:30 


REVIEW 
4211-199 Ave, 472-7600 
THE NUMBER 23 (144, violence, gory scenes) 


Fri-Sun 12:45, 2:55, 5:10, 7:30, 9:55; Mon-Thu 
5:10, 7:30, 9:55 


RENO 911!: MIAMI (14A. coarse language, 
crude content) Fri-Sun 1:90, 3:30, 5:30, 7:45, 
9:50; Mon-Thu §:30, 7:45, 9:50 


THE ASTRONAUT FARMER (PG) Fri-Sun 1:50, 
4:20, 6:50, 9:10; Mon-Thu 4:20, 6:50, 9:10 


GHOST RIDER (14) Fri-Sun 2:00, 4:30, 7:05, 
9:40; Mon-Thu 4°30, 7:05, 9:40 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may frighten. 
young children) Fri 2:20, 4:40, 7:15, 9:25; Sat 
2:20, 4:40, 9:25; Sun 2:20, 4:40, 9:25, 7:15; 

Mon-Thu 4:40, 9:25, 7:15 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:10, 
6:45, 9:15; Mon-Thu 4:10, 6:45, 9:15 


NORBIT (PG, sexual content, crude content, not 
recommended for children) Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:00, 
6:40, 9:05; Mon-Thu 4:00, 6:40, 9:05 


BECAUSE I SAID SO (14A) Fri-Sun 2:15, 5:00, 
7:00, 9:00; Mon-Thu 5:00, 7:00, 9:00 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recommend 
ed for young children) Fri-Sun 1:10, 3:50, 6:30; 
Mon-Thu 4:00, 6:30 


HANNIBAL RISING (18A, gory scenes, brutal 
violence) Daily 9:00 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not recom 
mended for young children, sneak preview) Sat 
7,00 


GALAX OD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 
THE ASTRONAUT FARMER [PG] Fri 3:55, 6:40, 


9:30; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:55, 6:40, BG Mon-Thu 
6:40, 9:30 


RENO 9111: MIAMI (144. coarse language, 
‘crude content) Fri 4:30, 6:50, 9:25; Sat-Sun 
12:30, 2:30, 4:30, 6:50, 9:25; Mon-Thu 6:50, 
9:25 


THE NUMBER 23 (14A, violence, gory scenes) 
Fri 4:25, 7:15, 9:55; Sat-Sun 1:25, 4:25, 7:15, 
9:55; Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:55. 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may frighten 
young children) Fri 3:45, 7:10, 9:45; Sat 1:15, 
9:45, 9:45; Sun 1:15, 9:45, 7:10, 9:45; Mon-Thu 
7:10, 9:45 


GHOST RIDER (14) Fri 3:15, 4:15, 6:30, 7:20, 
9:15, 10:00; Sat-Sun 12:45, 1:0, 3:15, 4:15, 
€30, 7:20, 9:15, 10:00; Mon-Thu 6:30, 7:20, 
9:15, 10:00 


BREACH (PG, coarse language) Fri 4:00, 7:05, 
9:50; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 7:05, 9:50; Mon-Thu 
7:05, 9:50 

MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Fri 3:35, 6:35, 9:20; 


Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:35, 6:35, 9:20; Mon-Thu 6:35, 
9:20 

NORBIT (PG, sexual content, cnde content, not 
recommended for children) Fri 3:25, 6:45, 9:35; 
Sat-Sun 12:35, 3:25, 6:45, 9:35, Mon-Thu 6:45, 
9:35 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recommend- 
‘ed for young children) Fri 3:20, 6:25, 9:40; Sat- 
Sun 12:40, 2:20, 6:25, 9:40; Mon-Thu 6:25, 9:40 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, nol recom: 
mended for young chikiren, no passes) Sst 7:00 


PGARNEAU 
8712-109 St, 439-0728 


THE WORLD'S HOTTEST COMMERCIALS 
(PG) Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat Sun 2:00; No 7:00 
show Wed, Feb. 28 


FILM 


GATEWAY 8 
2950 Calgary Trail, 436-6977 


THE ASTRONAUT FARMER (PG} Fri Mon-Thu: 
710, 945; Sat-Sun 1:50, 4:20. 7-10, 9:45 


THE QUEEN (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:15; Sat 
Sun 1:20, 3:45, 6:45, 9:15 


DREAMGIRLS (PG. coarse language, mature 
thames) Fi More Thu 6:50. 9°20; Sat-Sun 1:05 
3:55, 6:50, 9:30 


NOTES ON A SCANDAL (14A. muture themes, 
‘coarse language) Fri Mon-Thu 7:25, 9:35: Sat 
‘Sun 2:00; 4:05, 7:25, 9:35 


THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND (184 gory 
scenes) Fri Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:30, 
4:10, 7:00, 9:40 


EKLAVYA: THE ROYAL GUARD (1 4A, subtitied) 
Fri Mon-Thu 6:30, 8:45; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:20, 
6:30, 845 


LETTERS FROM [WO JIMA (140, gory scenes, 
subtitled) Fri Mon-Thu 7:30 
730, 


Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:15, 


CHILDREN OF MEN (141A coarse language 
Violence) Fri Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:40, 
4:25, 7.15, 9:50 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Ave, St. Albert, 458-9822 


RENO 9141: MIAMI (140, coarse language 
crude content) Daily 1:40, 3:35, 5:20, 7:20, 9:30 


HAPPY FEET (G) Dally 2:40, 4:45 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Dally 12°45, 7:08. 
9:10 


BRIDGE TO TERRABITHIA (PG, may frighten 
young children) Daily 1:20, 3:25, §:30, 7:35, 9:25 


GHOST RIDER (14A) Dally 12:50, 3:00, 5:05, 
7:10, 9:20 


THE QUEEN (PG) Daily 12:55, 8:55 


NORBIT (PG, crude content, sexual content. not 
recommended for children) Daily 2:55, 4:55, 6:55 


DUC CINEMAS 
4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 


THE NUMBER 21 (14A. violence, gory scenes) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:20 


GHOST RIDER (14) Daily 7:10, 9:30; Sat Sun 
12:55, 9:25 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may frighten 
young children) Dally 6:55, 9:15; Sat Sun 1:10, 
3:30 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Daily 7:05, 9:15 Sat 
‘Sun 1:05, 3:15 


MAGIC LANTERN-CAMROSE 
Camrose, 780-608-2144 


RENO 9111: MIAMI (14A, coarse language 
crude content) Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat-Sun 2:10 


GHOST RIDER (14A) Daily 6:50, 9:05; Sat-Sun 
1:50 


ASTRONAUT FARMER (PG) Daily 6:55, 9:00; 
Sat-Sun 1:55 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may frighten 
young children) Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat-Sun 2:05 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Dally 7:00, 9:10; Sat 
Sun 2:00 


BRIDGE TO TERRABITHIA (PG, may frighten 
young chikiren) Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat Sun 1:00, 
3:00 


9828-101A Ave. Citadel Theatre, 425- 
9212 


FIRST ON THE MOON (PG) Fr Sun 7-00 
RUSLAN AND LUDMILA (PG) Fri Sun 8:30 
ZERO CITY (PG) Sat 7:00 Mon 8:45 

THE AMPHIBIAN MAN (PG) Sat 9:00 


COSMIC VOYAGE W/ CAMERAMAN'S: 
REVENGE (PG) Mon 7:00 


THE REFUGEES OF THE BLUE PLANET (STC) 
Thy 7.00 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 
CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Ft 5:00, 7-15, 950; Sab 
Sun 12:45, 250, 5:00, 7:15, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7:15, 
920 
ALPHA 0G (184. cosrse language) Fri 4:25, 


7:00, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:15, 4:25, 7:00, 9:35; Mon: 
Thu 7:00, 9:35 


Se pot a 


WE ARE MARSHALL (PG) Fri 4:15, 6:55, 9:45; 
‘Sal 1-00, 4:15, 855. 9:45; Sun 1:00, 4:15, 9:45 
Mon 9:45; Tue-Thu 6:55, 9:45 


HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER (G) Fri 4:90, 6:50: 
Sat-Sun 12:30, 2:30, 4:30, 6:50; Mon-Thu 6:50 


APOCALYPTO (144. gory scenes. brutal vio- 
fence} Daily 9:10. 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD |! £4) Daily 7 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (6) Fri 4 
Sun 12:35, 2:45, 4:50 


BORAT (14A, coarse language, sexual cori 


‘crud content, not recommended 


515, 7:20, 9-20: Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:00, § 
720, 9:20, Mon-Thu 7:20, 9-20 
FLUSHED AWAY (G) Fri 4:40, 6:45, 9.00; Sat 


Sun 12:40, 2:40, 4:40, 6:45, 9:00; Mon-Tr 
6:45, 9:00 


STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Fri 4.20, 7-10, 
9:4; Sat 1:10, 4:20, 7:10, 9:40; Sun 1-10, 4:20 
740; Mon 7:10; TUE-Thu 7:10, 24 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231 137th Avenue, 780-732-2223 


THE NUMBER 23 (14A, violenca, gory scene 
Dally 12:30, 3:00, 5:30, 8:00, 10:30 


THE ASTRONAUT FARMER (PG) Daily 1:20 
4:15, 7-10, 9:45 


RENO 91141: MIAMI (144, coarse language 
crude content, no passes 
5:00, 7:45, 10:20 


ally 12:40, 2:40, 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may frighten 
young children) Daily 12:20, 2:50, 5:20, 7:40. 
10:05 


GHOST RIDER (14A) Daily 12:00, 1:30, 2:30, 
4:10, 5:10, 6:50, 7-50, 9:50, 10:40 


BREACH (PG, coarse language) Dally 12:50, 
4:00. 7:00, 9:35, 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Daily 1:10, 3:50, 
7:05, 9:40 


NORBIT (PG, sexual content, crude content, not 
recommended for children) Daily 1:50, 4:40, 7:30. 
10:00 

HANNIBAL RISING (1A. gory seenes, brutal 
violence) Daily 4:30, 7:20, 10:15 


BECAUSE SAID SO (144) Fri, Sun-Thu 1:00, 
8:40, 6:55, 9:20; Sat 3:40, 6:55, 9:20 


BABEL (14A, mature themes, not recommended 
for children) Daily 12:10, 3:20, 6:40 


SMOKIN’ ACES (18A. gory scenes, Drutal Vio 
lence) Daily 9:50 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (14A, brutal violenoe, not 
recommended far children, subtitled) Dally 4:20, 
7:15, 10:10 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G) Daily 2:00 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG. nol recommend 
ed for young children) Daily 1:40 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144, violence, disturbing 
content) Daily 3:30, 6:45, 9:55 


HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 12:45 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: EUGENE ONEGIN 
(Classification not available) Sat 11:30 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 | 
CONVERSATIONS WITH GOD (PG) Day 7:00; 
‘Set, Sun, 1:00 


VENUS (144, coarse language mature themes) Dally 
7:10, 9:00; Sat, Sun, 2:00; No 7:00 show Thu, Mar 
1 

PARTITION (144, vicience) Day 9:10; Sai 
310 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 


GHOST RIDER (144 Digital) Daily 12:00, 1:00. 
3:30, 4:30, 7:00, 7:45, 9:50, 10:25 


THE NUMBER 23 (14A, violenee, gory scenes, 
Digital Fri-Toe Thu 12:10, 2940, 6:10, 7:40, 
10:10; Wed 1,00, 4:00, 7:40, 10:10 


RENO 911! MIAMI (144. coarse language. 
crude content, no passes, Digit”) Daily 12:50, 
2:50, &:00, 7:50, 10:20 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (P°G, may frighten 
young chadren, Digital) Fri, Sun-Thu 12:80, 3:00, 
7:10, 9:40; Sat 12:20, 3:00, 9:40 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: THE IMAX EXPERI- 
ENCE (PG. not recornmended for young chadren 
Oigital, IMAX) Fri Sun 12:00, 2:35, 5:10, 7:30, 
10-20; Mon-Thu 2:35, 5:10, 7:20, 10:20 


NORBIT (PG, seoual content, crude content, not 
recommended lor chiciren, Digits!) Day 1:20, 
4:00, &90, 9:00 


FEBRUARY 22 - FEBRUARY 28, 2007 
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440, 7 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (14 
recommended for chiidrer 


10:00 


BLOOD DIAMOND (14. violenc 


et. Digtal) Os 


HE ae Sis frighteriing scene 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES 


HANNIBAL RISING (1 


erica, Digital) Dally 4:20) 


SMOKIN’ ACES (12 scenes. brutal 1A 


BECAUSE | SAID SO (14A Digit 


WILD HOGS (PG. coar 


pended ti Fy chitingt eweben 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 St, 436-8585 
THE NUMBER 23 (14/ 


2:10, 2:45, 5 02 


RENO 9141: MIAMI (144, coarse langu: 


rude at, 


10:15 


GHOST RIDER (7 
SC 


A) Daily 1-15, 2:15, 4:10, 


710, 8:10, 950, 10:4 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG. 


young children) Fri 


un-Thy 12:00, 


), 9:4 


BREACH (PG, coarse 
720, 10:10 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Daily 1:30, 4:15 


7:00, 


NORBIT (PG, sexual 
recommended for ch 
9:30 


HANNIBAL RISING (158A. gory 


Violence) Daily 2:00, 4:50, 8:00, 10:40 


Denes, 


THE MESSENGERS (144. fights 
Daily 10:30 


BECAUSE I SAID SO (144) Daty 12:50. 
6:40, 9:15 


SMOKIN' ACES (184. gory s 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (1 


recommended fbx 


4:00, 6:45, 9:40 
ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G) Deily 12.30 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not rec 
€0 for young children) Fr Thu 1:50, 4:40, 
7:45, 10:15; Sat 4:40, 7:45, 10:15 


nd 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Daly 
12:40, 9:20, 6:30, 9:20 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144 violence. disturbing 


content) Daily 3:40, 6:50, 10:00 


CASINO ROYALE (144 
3:50, 7:15 


violence) Dally 12:45, 


HAPPY FEET (Gj) Daily 1:10 


WILD HOGS (PG, co3 
mended for young chikiren, no passes, sneak 


S8 language, not recom- 


preview) Sat 7:00 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: EUGENE ONEGIN 
(Classification not available} Sat 11-30 


|___ WESTMOUNT CENTRE __| 
111 Ave, Groat Rd. 455-8726 


GHOST RIDER (1.4) Fri Mon-Thu 6:55, 9:25 
Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:10,6:5S, 225 


THE QUEEN (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 6:15, 6:40; Sat 


Sun 1:00, 3:25, 6:15, 840 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Fi Mon-Thu 6:25, 
8:50; Sat-Sun 1:10, $40, 6:25, 8:50 


NORBIT (PG, Sexual content, crude content, not 
recommended for chidren} Fri Mon-Thu 6:40 


$:50, 6:40, 9:00 


9:00; Sat-Sun 1:20, 


id 


RENO 9111: MIAMI (1.44 coerse language, Crude 
content} Daily 7: Sun 7:09, 210 


GHOST RIDER (144) Daly 7:10. 250 Sat Sn 


1258, 320 

BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG. may ght ouNS 
cfikciren) Daily &55, $15; Sat Sun 1:10, 330 
MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Daty 7:05, 9:15 Sat 
Sun 1,05, S15 
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“Taser snAun /jnset@vvewentycom 
e’s played a hard-ass retired US 
Colonel and ball-busting 


father choking with unful- ¢y 


filled homosexual desires that yield 
murderous impulses. He’s played a 
hunter of rare plants, deeply THSIS OK 
unsavoury, a quintessential outsider, yet the 
secret lover of Meryl Streep. He’s played a can- 
didate for the Colorado governorship, gram- 
matically challenged, neo-conservative, 
«@$eemingly modelled after Dubya. He's got thin 
lips, fried egg eyes, and can easily embody the 
Pappy who never hits you but wields the threat 
always. These facts beg the question: who is 
this Chris Cooper guy, and can we trust him? 
Clearly, the answer is no, and that’s precisely 
why it’s difficult to imagine Breach working as 
marvellously as it does without Cooper. He can 
be anybody in a way that keeps audiences 
unnerved, thus he’s so damn good as Robert 
Hanssen, the FBI agent convicted of treason in 
2001 for selling US secrets for $1.4 million, an 
expert on Russian intelligence for 25 years 
before becoming the biggest traitor in US history. 

Our first glimpse has him clutching a rosary 
in church, an instant acknowledgement of cul- 
pability in a movie so loaded with suspicion. 
Hanssen_is.a devoted Catholic who loves play- 
ing with the grandkids. He doesn’t like to see 
woman in pantsuits. “The world doesn’t need 
another Hilary Clinton,” he sighs. 

He also seems to have a fondness for porn, 
however, especially when his wife's the star. 
It’s this little vice that allows the Feds to assign 
Eric O'Neill (Ryan Phillippe) to spy on Hanssen 
without knowing the reality of the charges 
against him, thus becoming close to this con- 
servative but weirdly charismatic man. 


THIS IS DREAM MATERIAL for director Billy Ray, 


who explored another real-life double life with 
equal panache in Shattered Glass, his film about 
qe boy wonder journalist who wrote dozens of 
raudulent pieces for The New Republic before 
getting caught. Ray and co-writers Adam 
Mazer and William Rotko build suspense with 
tremendous confidence considering we know 


HOW PLAYING 


DIRECTED BY BILLY RAY 

WAIFTEN BY-ADAM MAZER, WILLIAM ROTKO, RAY. 
STARRING RYAN PHILLIPPE, CHRIS COOPER, LAURA LINNEY, 
CAROLINE DHAVERNAS 


how it’s going to end. 

Cooper is Ray’s biggest coup, but Laura Lin- 
ney, as the Fed leading the investigation, is just 
as good. She’s tough: the way she slides a 
pager across a table at O'Neill when she could 
have easily handed it to him; the way she 
rarelywmoves a superfluous muscle. Phillipe is 
doomed to being less impressive in such com- 
pany, but he keeps his performance clean and 
convincing, crucially so in the scenes where 
we see him develop reverence for Hanssen 
(O'Neill, schooled by Jesuits, had a soft spot for 
Jesus people). 

Breach may get lost, having opened the 
same week as Ghost Rider, and it’s a shame. It's 
a very satisfying thriller. wv 


THRILLER 


gUBTINTageREHARssen, Poorly paced Ghost Rider is 
Chris Cooper makes Breach 


nothing to Marvel at 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan @vueweekly.com 


his past weekend’s $44M sweep by 
Mark Steven Johnson's 


Ghost Rider is likely due to 
popular cinemas’s latest draught of : 
superhero adaptations. Hopefully, 
this won't impede the action genre's THS SUCKS 
slow return to the classical form that Casino 
Royale so eloquently demonstrated, because 
Rider really stinks. 

A young Johnny Blaze (first, teen stud Matt 
Long), an aspiring young motorcycle daredevil, 
sells his soul to the Devil (Peter Fonda) to save 
his ailing circus-performer father from lung 
cancer. But Mephistopheles, as the dark lord is 
dubbed here, turns fate and kills dad dead in a 
live stunt the following day. 

Johnny grows up (enter Nicolas Cage), and 
becomes a stadium icon, only to re-encounter 
Mephistopheles, who wages a war between 
fiendish son Blackheart (American Beauty's 
dreamboat voyeur Wes Bentley) and Johnny. 
Suddenly, he turns into the Ghost Rider, a fiery 
skeleton in leather on a magic bike, but only 
when in the presence of nightfall and the evil 
of mortals. Meanwhile, Johnny’s former flame, 
Roxy (Eva Mendes, doing her best Latina rendi- 
tion of Jessica Simpson) returns from the past 
to complicate matters, filling the void of a 
hostage in the film's Clintax- At least; 1-think 
that’s all of it. 


HERE'S WHERE THE FILM is most distracting. 


Johnson (Daredevil) might have a passion for 
ironic heroism as it leaps over a skyscraper in 
slow motion, but he can't pace his indulgences 
as well as Marvel movie peers Sam Raimi or 
Bryan Singer. Ghost Rider spews its conventions 
out at a sloppy, embarrassing pace, leaving 
hardly any room for the audience to absorb its 
visuals, characterization, or hell, even its plot. 
It’s neat that an older dude like Cage can 
strap on a goofy costume and save the world, 
but it’s unfortunate it had to be such a sad 
circa-1970’'s anti-hero that clearly reflects Mar- 
vel’s era of castration anxiety. Fonda plays the 
irony of Easy Rider much too hard, perhaps 
pursuing for motorcycles the same tongue-in- 


/ 

= | haw ans 

= | GHOST RIDER 
ES | wee oneceu BY Manx even JOHN 
<E | STARRING NICOLAS CAGE, EA MENDES 

PETER FONDA, OWA LOGUE 


cheek romanticization that David Carradine 
brought to kung fu in Kill Bill. 

And then there's the whole God-versus-the- 
Devilthing: Ghost Rider is stuffed with discourse 
on the reign of Hell on Earth. If there's one thing 
that can be learned from the Spawn movie or 
the bizarre outer space imagery in Superman 
Returns, it’s that popular audiences don't want 
to be explicitly reminded of the Judeo-Christian 
subtext in superhero adaptations. 

I wish I had nicer things to say about it, that 
there’s some glimmer of hope in Johnson's 
style. But I was too distracted by the funk of 
nacho cheese and hot dogs that hung over the 
preceding aisle—maybe because | couldn't 
really involve myself in any of the bonehead’s 
one-dimensional adventures without first see- 
ing what is symptomatic of the genre across 
the film’s surface. And it’s not often I have that 
chip on my shoulder. 

Alright, I'll be right out with it; I liked Cat 
woman better. w 


ALTERNATIVE OSCARS 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25 


PM: I have this pair of drug addicts. 
Amy Sedaris in Strangers With 
Candy | can’t quite vote for because 
she's sort of repeating a performance 
Biready developed on television. So 
my real vote is Maggie Gyllenhaal in 
SherryBaby. it’s a very complete 
character in a film that feels a bit 
incomplete, sort of a Barbie doll 
recovering addict, very aware of her 
charms, kind of narcissistic. She has 
this infuriating guilelessness, but 
there's something recognizably 
human about her needs. I wonder if 
what kept her from getting nominated 
is that she doesn’t ugly it up, doesn’t 
do the Charlize Theron. 


Ma: thought a lot about both Fernan- 
da Montenegro and Fernanda Tor- 
res in House of Sand and their 
exquisite, often wordless and physi- 
cally captivating performances, but I 
think I'll champion Ivana Baquero 


in Pan’s Labyrinth instead. This is 
one of those child performances— 
right at the centre of the movie, no 
less—that, almost perversely, seems 
to allow us to see the child mature in 
the film itself. Her sense of being 
caught up in something immense and 
mysterious, her mixture of mischief 
and awe, that first bloom of aware- 
ness of her feminine beauty when she 
sees herself in the mirror in that 
emerald dress—all these culminate 
into something very special. 


BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR 


PM: This seems like a weak field. I con- 
sider Alan Arkin a national treasure, 
but in Little Miss Sunshine he's pretty 
schticky. Jackie Earle Haley I’m kind 
of rooting for, but his character just 
doesn’t work. So I'm going for Mark 
Wahlberg, hugely entertaining in The 
Departed. People still smirk at the idea 
of Wahlberg, but this guy stopped 
being a joke a long time ago. I mean, 
Three Kings, | Heart Huckabees ... 

48: He's hilarious in J Heart Huckabees. 

PM: ... Boogie Nights. The chip-on-his- 


shoulder character he plays here is a 
perfect foil for the composed compa- 
ny man Matt Damon plays. 


JB: He is terrific, but I chose Haley. He's 
doing something startlingly grotesque 
and humane in Little Children. His 
character's entire story is almost 
superfluous, but how wonderfully 
impolite and relentless he is as the 
perpetrator of this most heinous of 
crimes. Too bad about the stupid end- 
ing. How about your alternate pick? 

PM: I was initially considering Doug 
Jones in Pan's Labyrinth, but ultimate- 
ly went with kind of a strange choice. 
He's in a movie that got great reviews, 
gives the central performance, but I 
don't think anyone’s singled him out 
for praise. I'm talking about Garrison 
Keillor in A Prairie Home Compan- 
ion. | think he embodies the movie’s 
whole spirit, that unsentimental atti- 
tude toward death, this showbiz pro 
who seems almost pathologically cold 
but makes all this joy, colour and 
music possible. It reminds me of that 
image that Robert Altman used in his 
Oscar acceptance speech, how mak- 


ing movies is like building sandcastles 
with your friends, and afterwards you 
sit and watch the ocean take the cas- 
tle back. I think Keillor embodies this 
beautiful acknowledgement of the 
impermanence of art. 

4B: That's a lovely choice. But what do 
you think of this: Danny Huston in 
The Proposition. He recalls for me 
great heavies of Hollywood’s Golden 
Age, endowing his mongrel brother 
with a sort of light, dancing charisma 
that revels in the villain’s oblivious- 
ness to moral balance. Bogeyman 
dark, and very fun. 


BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS 


PM: I’m with Rinkyo Kikuchi here. If 
any single image stayed with me from 
Babel, it’s the set of her jaw, the hard 
yet somehow kind of vulnerable 
expression she cultivates. Her story's 
overwrought but her performance tran- 
scends it with sheer screen presence. 

JB: I agree. Believe me, I hesitate to 
advocate giving awards to perform- 
ances that end with the actress naked, 
weeping and shivering, but I think 


about the audaciousness of her sexual 
behaviour, about the interesting ways 
she conveys the sensation of deafness 
in a nightclub erupting with sound. 


PM: And your alternate pick? 

JB: This one’s a cinch for me: Carmen 
Maura in Volver, who'd make my lis! 
of great comic performances any yea! 
Her whole Russian hairdresser ruse is 
a riot, yet how subtle and moving she 
can be simply listening to Penelope 
Cruz sing while hunkering in the 
backseat of a car, | think she’s jus! 
dynamite. How about you? 


PM: Mine's a performance in a pretly 
scorned film: Mia Kirshner as Eliza- 
beth Short in The Black Dahlia. The 
movie is admittedly a huge mess, bu! 
those interview scenes of hers are 
scarily good, really intimate, capturing 
the horror of this woman’s death bet- 
ter than the gory shots of her dismem- 
bered body. It’s as if you see her sou! 
dying in those fragments of film. 

JB:1 like that. And, hey, its more touch- 
ing than selling your soul for a little 
gold statue. vw 
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Sponsorship doesn't have to be a 
scandal—at least not for Tentrees 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
here’s a sharp line of division 
between opinions when it 
comes to corporate sponsor- 
ship of music. There are those who 
refuse to indulge in the practice, offer- 
ing cries of “sell out” as the cheques 
are signed, and then there are those 
who turn a blind eye to where the 
money is coming from, pocketing the 
coin and going about their business. 
And sure, when someone like 
Lenny Kravitz or Madonna shows up 
in a GAP ad, its hard to imagine that 
they really need any extra compensa- 
tion on top of what they already make 
from music. 
There's another side to the situa- 
tion, though. Gordie Tentrees is a 


hard-working—but not filthy, stinking 
rich—roots musician who lives in 
Whitehorse. The geographic location 


| GORDIE TENTREES happily over the phone, explaining 


FAI FER 23 (0:3 that Air North, Yukon’s airline, has 
HEA A HATO LA Oa eeu i 
SAT, FEB 24 (4 PM) They've decided that they're going to 
BLACK DOG, FREE support me and help get me out more, 
which is huge, because the cost of 

touring from here is just crazy.” 
While Tentrees is excited to be able 
to get out and tour more often, he 


makes touring an expensive under- 
taking, and it can be hard for Tentrees 
to pay all of the related costs out of 
his pocket. But while he’s returned to 
the Yukon broke from his last 10 
tours—even when those tours were 
good and he did well with CD sales— 
his latest excursion is going to be a 
little different. 


was never one to sit home much in 
the past, anyway. And when he gets 
out, he really gets out, playing as 
many shows as he possibly can in the 
short one or two month bursts that he 
can manage away from his regular 
job as a schoolteacher. 

“Playing a lot of shows in a short 


“We're flying to Edmonton,” he says 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 41 


PREVUE / FRI, FEB 23 (6 Pu / LEVELSIXELFS 
/ WITH THE ICBMS, 52 TEENAGERS, ay 

NUTT, THE BLAME ITS / POWERPLANT, $2 
Somewhere in a dark, dank dungeon past the 
northern banks of the river, three elves sharpen 
their skills as they prepare to do battle with the 
evil of the world today. These are no mere 
elvish commoners, though; these are Levelsix- 
elfs, and they are emerging from the depths 
The band has been playing shows since 
December, with an eye towards recording an 
album in the very near future, but don’t wait for 
that. Do a good thing in this harsh and horrible 
world and check the band out when they play 
CJSR’s fundraiser over at the Powerplant. You 
never know: the safety of the known world 
might hinge on this trio's ability to slay a drag- 

on. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


POWERPLANT 


* buf coffee hotse 


yeCOMING SHOWs Powerg®® Z 
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FAREWELL SHOWS Down the Lateh. 


No More Parachutes. 
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WITH JEFF STUART 
DAN BERN AND TREVOR TCHIR 
FRIDAY APRIL 27TH + $19 IN ADVANCE 
doors at 8pm and shows are no minors unless otherwise sfated 
www.su-venues.Ca 


www.myspace.com/suvenues 
www.myspace. i Se all 
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NEW CITY'S OTH YEAR ANNIVERSARY WEEK 
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DVD RELEASE PARTY 
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Switchfoot is head over ~~ 
heels for fans 


GAYA BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
often think that one of the hardest 
| things about being in a popular 
mainstream band would be that 
everyone wants you to be everywhere 
at once. 

Such seems to be the case with 
California's Switchfoot who, though 
wildly successful pretty much every- 
where they go these days, are finding 
that it takes them longer and longer 
to return to a place they've been. 

Luckily, as bassist Time Foreman 
tells me, the band retains especially 
good memories of their time in Cana- 
da and is eager to return. 

"it’s been about two or three years 
since we've done a proper Canadian 
tour, so we're looking forward to it,” 
he says from the band’s hometown of 
San Diego. “Canadians are the kindest 
people on the planet; there’s some- 
thing about the combination of Tim 
Hortons and kind people that just 
makes it excellent.” 

Switchfoot has fond memories of 
many of the places they've toured to 
before, and their connection to their 
fans is much closer than many bands 
could ever hope to attain. 


FOREMAN—ALONG WITH his brother 


jon on vocals, Chad Butler on drums, 
Jerome Fontamillas on guitar and piano 
and Drew Shirley on guitar—has been 
maintaining this relationship lately with 
a number of internet initiatives such as 
a webcam in the band’s studio and a 
contest for a chance to play cowbell on 
a track. Ultimately, the relationship 
comes from a lot of hard work. 

"We've been a band a long time 
and a lot of the people that come to 
our shows have been with us for all 
of the journey,” Foreman explains. 
“We've grown up together you 
could say.” 

Switchfoot is so closely connected 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 


Tn 
TAETMASTE 


_LAMB OF GOD 


et | THU, FEB 22 (7 PM) patible with iTunes and also secretly 
=! SWITCHFOOT installed a program on your computer Pte AT TIGKETHASTER DOORS GaP All a 
ca WITH COPELAND to keep track of what you were doing 
2a— | EOMONTON EVENT CENTRE, S25 (ALL AGES) ee ouae ss Foreman disckly 


spoke out against it, which helped 
lead to its demise. 

“I've always been, as a music fan, 
anti-copy protection—I think it’s 
demeaning,” he says of the software. 
“It wasn't just copy protection, it was 
a really bad version of it.” v 


to their fans, in fact, that when their 
previous album was one of the hand- 
ful that Sony released that contained 
the DRM anti-piracy software—that 
was the one that made the CD incom- 


CL ENNONION EVENT ENINE 


#0556 8082-170 ST. {WEST EDM MALLS = 409-SHOW 
EDMONTONEVENTCENTRE.CA 
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FEBRUARY 22 - FEBRUARY 28,2007 W7UIE\ 


O 


fever 


@ TAKING NIGHTLIFE TOANEW DEGREE e@ 


THE TEMPERATURE IS RISING 
CAN YOU FEEL THE HEAT? 


"SATURDAY NIGHTS ) 


TERN CANADA'S 241 
rag Te PARTY 


1500 PEOPLE! 


Rei, HIP HOP, REGGAE 


SH-UP! 
wa iS 


JACK'D UP WEDNESDAYS 


$6 TRIPLES 
$3.50 EVERYTHING ELSE ALL NIGHT 


OWWour wow 
OAN 


$3.50 ALL NIGHT 
EVERY WEDNESDAY NOV 6 = 


WIN YOUR TUITION 
MAXIMUM $4000 
YOUR STUDENT ID TO ENTER 


the world’s number 1 Hip Hop DJ... 


Dd JAZZY JEFE 


WITH DJ MAN 

& DJ PSAR 

PLUS HARMAN B 
& DJ KWAKE 


SUITE 2554, UPPER LEVEL 
WEST EDMONTON MALL 


780-443-6666 


WWW.FEVERNIGHTCLUB.COM 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Duff 
Robison 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage: 
Spm. 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jessica Hein, 
Carrie Hymiw, Kristylyn Roberts; 8pm; 
donations 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 
10pm 

DRUID Open mic hosted by Chris 
Wynters every Tue; Spm 

DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 

EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Switchfoot, Copeland; all ages event: 
7pm (door); $25 at TicketMaster 
FOUR ROOMS Dan Skakun Trio; Sam 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 8pm 

JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam: 
7-1ipm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with The Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm-12:30am 
NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam host 
ed by the Wild Rose Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm 
O'BYRNE Slow8urn (blves/rock) 
9:30pm-12am 

STARLITE ROOM The Blame-its 
Kilbourne, Whitey, Pind: 8pm (door); 
$8 


URBAN LOUNGE Sonic Band of the 
Month, Ellis, Screwtape Lewis 


WILD WEST SALOON Kory Wios 
WUNDERBAR Tippy Agogo Jam 
session with The Ancestors (John 


Armstrong, Kelly Pikula and Tom 
Roschkov 


YARDBIAD SUITE Chris Tarry Group; 
7:30pm (door), 8pm (show); $10 
(member/$14 (quest) 


ZENART'S Terry Jorden (piano), 7- 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub. trip 
hop, lounne. electro with DJ Lazer 
Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE 
Thursdays: DUs spin on two levels 
BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DU SWAG 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damia 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/danee with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew, InVinceable, Touch it 
and Lady Vicious; hosted by Kwame 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 


NEW CITY | Love '80s: Trash Bing: 
hosted by Dexter Nebula, Sushi 
Stiletto, Belinda Carbomb, Halls 
Yeah; 9:45 (First Card); no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons af Bpm: 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with 
DU Mikee; 9pm:2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hi 
It Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
spun by Pl residents 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock. pop, 
hip hop with DJ Kelty 


THE ROOST Goryeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexx Tronic, Drag Kings 
and Queens. burlesque and rotating 
game shows, bands upstairs monthly 


FEBRUARY 22 - FEBRUARY 28, 2007 


MUSIC 


DISCO Retro Night; music flash 
backs from the ‘SOs. ‘60s, 70s, "BOs, 
and the “90s; 7pm-12 midnight: $6 ($4 
fental/pair) 


‘STANDARD DJ Danny Howells (UK); 
tickets available at TicketMaster, 
Treehouse, Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 


VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WLCM: Dj Nik 7 of Shout Out Out 
Out Out Dj Huggs and Waajeed; $7 
cover 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Calder 
Bateman Bravo; Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, Roberto Minczuk (conduc 
tor), Daniel Binelli (bandonedn), 
Eduardo Isaac (quitar); 7pm; $23-$54 
at Winspear box office; 
Afterthoughts: a post-concert discus- 
sion with Roberto Minczuk 


DJS 


BAR Funky 


Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 


PREVUE / MON, FEB 26 (6 PM) / SWORN E! ENEMY / STAR- 
LITE, $18 (ALL AGES) The only sworn enemy these guys 


seem to have is showering. 


FAI 


LIVE MUSIC 


AUCE HOTEL-CAMAOSE 

SlowBum (blues/rock); $:30pm- 
1:30am. 

ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Dutt 
Robison 

BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE 0.) 
Foxi Roxi, DJ Fuego, and DJ Jase 
Jose; free dance classed (8:30-10pm) 
BEER HUNTER'S-ST. ALBERT 
Dangerous Guise 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Gordie Tentrees; 
8:30pm; donations 

CASINO EDMONTON Stars Tonight 
(tribute) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD The 
Classics (pop/rock) 

CITADEL MacLAB THEATRE Authic 
Foster Trio; 8pm; tickets available at 
Citadel box office 

FOUR ROOMS Dan Skakun Trio; 
Spm; $5 


FRESH START CAFE Myro! 


GIBBONS HOTEL-GIBBONS 
Lucky (blues/roots); 9:20pm-1:30am, 
no cover 

HULBERT'S Randall MacDonald, Mo 
LeFever: 8pm 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, 9pm 

JAMMERS PUB Country/rock band; 
9-2am 

JEFFREYS CAFE Flllanda Lee {jazz 
classics); $7 

NORWOOD LEGION The Uptown 
Folk Club: Open stage 

ON THE ROCKS [oud and Proud 
Party: Octane with DJ Shawnibis. 
hosted by Scott McCord 
RENDEZVOUS Acanthia, Exit 
Strategy, The Order of Chaos 
{metal/grindcore} 

ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 
Full Moon Folk Club: Songs in the 
Alound Special; 7pm (door), 8pm 
(show); $15 (adv) at TIX on the 
Square, Soundside Sound, door 
‘STARLITE ROOM Wasabi 
Collective, The Fabulous Beefeeders; 
McGowan Family Band; no minors; 
8pm (door); $10 

URBAN LOUNGE Ozzy Ozmunds 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Ghosts of 
Modern Man, Passenger Action 
(members of Choke and Full Blast); no 
minors; 8pm (door); $10 

WILD WEST SALOON Kory Wios 


WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE The Mary 
Thomas Band (blues and rock) 


YARDBIRD SUITE Kirk MacDonald, 
Neil Swainson, Joe LaBarbera; 8pm 
(door), 9pm (show); $16 (mem- 
ber|/$20 (guest) 


CLASSICAL 


~— 


funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: local house music with DJs 
and occasional intemational special 
guest DJ; 9pm {Door}; $5 (door) 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE 1s spin 
‘on the main floor and on the Woottop 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 
BUDDY'S We made ‘am famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come éarly to avoid 
lineup, no cover befare 10pm. 
DANTE'S BISTRO Text Messaging 
Singles Party: for singles 25-40; com- 
pletely anonymous, totally addictive 
ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB Global Fridays 
R&B, hip hop, reagae and mash-up 
with DJ Jazzy Jeff, DJ Man, DJ Psar, 
Harman B, DJ Kwake 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 

GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 

HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 


wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with DJ 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 


10pm; $5 {after 10pm) 


KHZ A-Rock and Hatchmatik with 
Merk Meny and OJ Echo featuring 
Bailefunk, Electro, Booty, Ghettotech, 
Bmore, Juke and all other serious 
party jams; Spm (door); $10 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, Du Fuuze 


NEW CITY Bitch! Bitch! Bitch! with 
Dus Dervish, Greg Gory, Brad Habit 
and guests, no minors; 9pm (door); $5 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out: 
tockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSR’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 

ONE ON WHYTE Friday Nights: DJ 
Choklit Elvis and DJ Spyder 

ON THE ROCKS 0.) Shawnibis, QJ 
Donjuan 

OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 


sic rock, A&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Loatied Friday, indie rock 
and Brit pop with DJ Readymade 
Fiybay 

THE ROOST Fridays All Request 
Danee Party: with BJ Jazzy with 
rotating shows every week, $4 (mem- 
ber)/S6 (non-member) 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ Spinning 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
ROLLERSKATING DISCO Top 40 
fequest with a mix of retro end disco; 
7pm-12 midnight; $6 ($4 rental/pair) 


STOLU'S Top 40, R&B. house with 

People’s DJ 

SEOUsE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
sin 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, guests; 1- 
Jam 


URBAN FRAT Al! New Funktion 
Fridays, Edmonton Police security on 
site all night 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Glitch 
hop, dubstep, breaks, hiphop, dance- 
hall, reggae, drum & bass, and 
mashup with the Root Down with. 
Shy FX (digital sound), Roots Sound 
System, Sweetz, Matt Hatter and 
Agent Orange; $20 (adv. at 
Treefiouse, Soulas, Colour Blind, 
Blackbyrd, and Foosh); more at the 
door 


WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
caver 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Dutt 
Robison 


BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE DJ 
Foxi Roxi, DJ Fuego, and DJ Jose 
Jose; free dance classed (8;30-10pm) 


BEER HUNTER'S-ST. ALBERT 


Dangerous Guise 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog; Gordie Tentrees; 4-6 pm; no 
Cover acoustic every Saturday after- 
noon 


BLIND PIG Live bands every second 
Saturday: Vintage Echo-{rock ‘n’ 
blues), Men and Arms 


PREVUE / SAT, FEB 24 (8 PM) / GERONIMO / VELVET 
UNDERGROUND, $10 How could you not like Geronimo? Some 
of them used to be in Despistado (awesome), they've got a great 
name (awesome) and they come from the city that rhymes with a 
piece of female anatomy. Mulva, SK (AWESOME!). 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Christina 
8:30pm; donations 

CASINO EDMONTON Stars Tonight 
(tribute) 

CASINO The 
Classics (pop/rock) 

COOK COUNTY Craig Moritz hosts 


the Rascal Flatts concert after party, 
no Minors, 7pm (door), Bpm (concert), 
$10 at Cook County 


DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open stage, 
all ages; 2-6pm 


FOUR ROOMS Bill Prouten Trio; 
Spm; $5 

GIBBONS HOTEL-GIBBONS M; 
Lucky {blues/roots); $:30pm-1:30am; 
no cover 

HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK Sat 
top rap groups; Spm 

HULBERT'S Randall MacDonald, Mo 
LeFever; 8pm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; Spm 


USIC WEEKLY 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 
a 7. toe country/rock band, 9pm. 


JEFFREYS CAFE After Hours Jar 
oe) 7 
ON TH ROCKS Loud and Proud 
Party: Octane, DJ Donjuan 
QUEEN 
Edmonton Blues Society monthly | 
blues: Marshall Lawrence, Doo 
House, T.B.0,; 7:30pm; $5 (door) 
RENDEZVOUS The Freewheelin 
Hueksters, Moritun, Amazaria (a\t 
tock) 


REXALL PLACE Rascal Flatts: 6; 
$69,50-$79.50 at TicketMaster 


Theory, Tarada Hills: no minor 
(door); $10-(door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Ozzy Ormun 
VELVET UNDERGROUND (e,, 


{ex-Despistado), Desiderata, Tes: 
Captain; no minors; 8pm (door), $i 


WILD WEST SALOON Kory Wic 


WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE Thc 1 
Thomas Band (blues and rock) 


YARDBIRD SUITE Kirk MacDon: 
Neil Swainson, Joe LaBarbera; Spr 
(door), 9pm (show); $16 (mem: 
berl/$20 (quest) 


ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE Live | 
and dancing every Sat: 10pm-1a 


CLASSICAL 


STUDIO 27-FINE ARTS BUILDING 
Tango Masterclass (all instr t 
visiting artist Polly Ferman: 10am 
noon; free 


WINSPEAR CENTRE The (asic 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, 
Roberto Minezuk (conductor), Da 
Binelli (bandonedn), Eduardo Isaa 
(guitar); 8pm; $23-$64 at Winspea 
box office; Symphony Preludes: Pe 
Oundjerski; 7:15pm 


Si 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ 
Soundwave 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE 1.5 
two levels 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men only 
free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


DECADANCE Sou! Heaven 
Saturdays: Funky house and 
beatz with DJs T-Bass, Femme 
‘and local/international guest: 
sented by NewSound Entertainm 
ho minors; 9pm-3am 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB Saturday Nig 
Fever-Live to Air: with 91.7 The 
Bounce, DJ Shocker 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with OJ 
Damian 

GINGUR SKY Sou|0ut Saturday 
Town's #1 dancing showcase, 
Edmonton Police Security on-site al 
night 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturds 
DJ Groovy Cuvy and guests 

NEW CITY Rock ‘n’ Aoll/Heaven 0 
Hell; rockandroll/punk/indy/new 
dusedeandy with DJs Beard of 
and Nazz Nomad 

NEW CITY SUBURBS The legen’ 
Continues... Saturday Sucks: with 
QUs Nik Rofeelya and Blue Jay 
Club); $5 

ONE ON WHYTE Saturday Niaht 
Ou Choklit Elvis and DJ Spyder 

ON THE ROCKS DJ Shawnibis, 0! 
Donjuan 


AVENUE Sungestive Saturdays 
breaks electro house spun by Pi rest 
dents 


RED STAR Indie rock, hip hop, rock 
indie rock. hip hop with S Master f 
Loopin’ the 3rd 
THE ROOST Ssturdays-Always like 
New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (Reto) 
downstairs and DJ Jazzy (New 
Music) upstairs; $4 (member)/$6 
(non-member) 
SPORTSWORLD TING 
DISCO Sportsworld Inline and Rolle! 
Skating Disco: Top 40 request with o 
‘mix of retro and disco; 1-Spm and 
Jpm-12 midnight: $6 ($4 rental/pai 
STARLITE ROOM Politic Live, DU 
Side, Lyic-1, Nicademus, The Dream 
Team; no minors; 8pm (door) 
STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40, f&8. 
house with People’s DJ 
AFTERHOURS Anthem: 


TWIUGHT. . 
hard NAG/trance/funky with Jett 
Hillis, OTDR, Big Daddy, STX, Tweek 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Wolfmother, The learus Line: no 
minors: Bom (doort, $32.0 at 
TicketMaster: SOLD OUT 


JAMARERS PUB Suncsy open blues 
jam 42pm 
McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Gospel Music Month: Prairie Cats 
{biuegrassk 10:30am 


NEWCASTLE PUB Live jam hosted 
by Willy and Dave every Suny 2.30pm 


O'BYRNE'S Joe Bird's tne Jam 
Gpen stage for all; 9:30pm: ro cover 


OSCARS PUB (nen stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor (8-1 1pm) 


RIVERSIDE BAR AMD GRILL ih 
Red Ants (jazzy R&B) every Sunday; 
7pm 
ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage tea- 
turing the Digs/Mike McDonald alter 
nate weeks; $12 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THE- 
ATRE Northern Bi Circle 
Music Soctaty. We nd Bluegrass 
Band, The Bix Mix Boys; 6:30 (door), 
Tom (show $15 (mamiberl/$18 (non: 
member) at Myhve's Music, Southside 
Sound, door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Colin James 


WHERE THEY 


BAGEL CAFE 


101 St, 423-5409 


ARE 
<— 
Pr 
— 
SS 
Pr 


(449-3376 * FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEM, 961- 
ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 10: 
* GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 488-4841 * GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 91 
Ave * HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK 8102, 10324-82 Ave, 989-7009 * HONEST MUR’ 
Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove, 962-8995 * HULBERT'S 7601-1 
451-8779 « J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-44) 
Ave, 426-5381 * J.J/S PUB 13160-118 Ave, 489-7462 * JOHN L. HAARTHEATRE Grant MacEwan Coll 
Hotel, 15926 Stony Plain Rd * JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Ave, 427-276! 
= KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433-6768 * KHz (SHARK TANK) 10249-97 St * KINGS| 
St * L.B/S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460-9100 ¢ LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 

McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 101 St. McDonald Drive, 468-4964 * METRO CLUB ANI 
St 433-4950 * MUTTART HALL-ALBERTA COLLEGE 10050 MacDonal 
1008) Jasper Ave, 413-4578 « NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 * NEW WEST HOTEL 10525-111 Ave. 489-2511 * NEW YORK 
D'S 8130 Gateway Bivd * NORTHGATE LIONS RECREATION CENTRE 7524-139 Ave * 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Afternoons with Phii Got To Give It 
Up: Main Floor funk, soul. Motown, 
and disco with 0.) Red Dawn; 2-7pm 


NEW CITY Aub A Dub Unites Again: 
‘Dis Jebus and Anarchy Adam 
(CJSR’s Your Weekly AA Meeting); 
the Simpson's at 9pm 

O'BYRNE'S 0 Finnegan; Spm 
{door}; $20 (basic)/$30 (premium); 
available by phone at 414 6756 
‘SPORTSWORLD New DJ; $10 
URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Night 
Sundays: with E-town's Fab-Four: 
InVinceable, Game, Weapon X and 
BabyGiri 


WUNDERBAR Sundays OJ Gallatea 
and XS, quests: no cover 


MON 
LIVE MUSIC 


LB.'S PUB House band, 9:30pm- 
Tam; no cover 


NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco 
Gaveria (samba to Bolero) every 
Monday 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Instrumental Old Time 
Fiddle Jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society: 7pm 


‘STAALITE ROOM Sworn Enemy. 

Kataklysm, Suicide Silence, Too Pure 

To Die, As Blood Runs Black: all ages, 

licensed srea; 6pm (door); $18 (adv 
TicketMaster, 


at Blackbyrd, 
Megatunes, FS ; 


TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with Big 
Tickle; 830-11: 30pm; no cover 
URBAN LOUNGE Mullet, Murder 
City Sparrows 


DJS 


BAR WILD far Gone Wild Mondays: 
Service Industry Night; no minors: 
Spm-Zam 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Polar 
Mondays: with DJ Penny Tentiary 
BUDDY'S Amateur Strip Contest 
with Mis Fellow, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 

FILTHY MeNASTY'S Meta! 
Mondays: with OJ SWAG. 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Make 
it Monchie Mondays: House with DJ 
Dusty Grooves, guests 

O'BYRNE'S Best local musical talent 
with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL |Last 
‘open stage with Mark Ammar at 
Blind Pigo quest Zeek Ammar (guitar) 
Spm 

DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters and guest 
LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted by 
Gary Thomas 


POWER PLANT The Golden Dogs. 
Jets Overhead, and quests; no 
minors, Bpm (door); $10 (door) 


YARDBIAD SUITE Jam session 


every Tue. Lane Arndt; 8:20pm (door), 
Som (show); $3 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Visiting Artist 
Lecture Recital: Polly Ferman (piano), 
Leading Ladies of Tango, 8pm; 
$15/stud/sen, $20/adult 


FINE ARTS BUILDING 3-46 String 
Masterclass: Visiting Arist Frederic 
Bednarz; 1pm; free 


DJS 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE fig Flock 
Tuesdays: OUs spin on the main level 


BUDDY'S Free poo! and tourney, OJ 
Arrowchaser 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40, county, A&B 
with DJ Foreplay, 00 Jimmy 

FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Avo) Lavin 
and Salsa music, dance lessons 8: 
10pm, 

GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 
Reggae music; no cover all nite 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE The In 
Kraut: Mod A&B, Norther Soul, “60s 
Garage, Mod Revival with Or Erick 
and guests 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with DU Kevin Wong 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Tvesday 
Night Shakedowns: DJ Generic 
[Hipster Twister), quests; 8pm (door); 
no cover; Kick-Off Party 
WUNDERBAR Sweet Brit and Punk 
with Phillip and Bogner 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Open 
mic with Dutt Robison; Bam 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE (jitter 
Gulch Wednesdays: 


FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower 
‘open stage; 7:30pm (door); $2 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 


METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 
The Metro World Beat Band with 
Enrique 

O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 930m; no cover 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass Jam 
Presented by the Northern Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 

REXALL PLACE Van Morrison, 
7:20pm; $113.75-$136.50 at 
TicketMaster 


URBAN LOUNGE Day: Past 
Aggression, Flood Light 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Visiting Amist 
Recital: Frederic Bednare (violin), 
8pm, $15 (student/seniorl/$20 (adult) 


Wednesdays at Noon: Melange 
(soprano, flute end piano); 12:10 
12:50pm: free 

WINSPEAR CENTRE Fraser Milnor 
Casgrain Midweek Classics 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, 
William Eddins {piano and conductor 
Tom, $23-$64 at Winspear box office 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR ()»0p 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smoov 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Stanley 
Carroll spins on the Wooftop; Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays Main Floor: Best 
Worst Wrecks... no cover 
foots music every Wednesday with 
DJ Buster Friendly; live music once a 
month 


BUDDY'S Hump day with DU Sexxxy 


Sean 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Iniiustry 
Wednesdays 


HULBERT'S Wobhly Wednesday 
downtempo, smooth jazz, with DJ 
Frederick 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hon/A&B with 
DJ Spineycle 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Robobot DJ 2000 

NIKKI DIAMOND'S Punk and "80s 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: funk, soul 
disco, nu jazz, reggae, hip hop with 
Coo! Curt, Yuri, Junior Brown, Remo 
STANDARD Wednesday Gone Wild 
Feat: with DJ Nestor Delano 
STOLLI'S Wild Cherry: House/garage 
with Tripswiteh, Rezidnt Funk fusion 
with Steve Velocity 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Panic 
Indie, Mod, Rock, Electro Dance 
Party.with the Jbots; no cover 
WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with 
new DJ; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Y Not 
Wednesdays. with Tryptomene. 
Heetor Castro, DJ 12 TZ 


ALBERTA BALLROOM Crowne Plaza Chateau Lacombe, 10111 Bellamy Hill, 429-1000 * ARDENTHEATRE 
5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7494 « ATLANTICTRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432- 
4611 * AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-118 Ave, 477-2149 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St. 430-9200 * 
BACKROOM VODKA BAR 103244-82 Ave, upstairs, 4364418 * BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE 9221-34 
Ave, 433-2599 « THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 » BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951- 
9456 © BEER HUNTER'S St. Albert Rd * BELLEROSE BREAKDOWN 49 Giroux Road, St. Albert * BILLY 
BOB’S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 
Ave, 439-1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 
Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-5058 » BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St, 708: 
6555 * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 * BUDDY’S 11725B Jasper Ave, 488-6636 * CAFE BRITT 1, 20 
MacLeod Avenue, Spruce Grove, 220-8993/962-2511 » CAFE SELECT 8404-109 St, 438-1812 * CANADI- 


AN HELLENIC HALL 10450-116 St * CARGO AND JAMESTEA SHOPPE 10634-82 Ave, 433-8152 * CASI- 
NO (EDMONTON) 7055 Arayil Rd, 463-9467 * CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 12464-153 St, 463-9467 * CAS- 


8430 Gateway Blvd, 432-2003 * NIKKI DIAMON! 
NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGU: 
Ave, 414-6766 » O'CONNORS IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave * ONE ON WHYTE 10 
NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St, 988-5457 * 
AND CONVENTION HALL 3223 Parsons Road, 99 St * PARAMOUNT THEA’ 
11] Ave & Groat Rd * PLANET INDIGO - JASPER AVENUE 11607 Jasper Ave * 
COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 » POLISH HALL 10960-104 St * POWER PLANT U of A Campu 
‘Ave « QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University Ave, 438-6814 * RATT (ROOM AT THE TOP) 7th Fi, Students 
. STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 428-0825 * 
CHURCH 9624-74 Ave * RIVER WEST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 198) 
St Albert Trail, 460-1122 « ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE - CONCORDL 
St 426-3150 * ROSEBOWL 10111-117 St, 482-2599 » ROSSDALE HALL 10135-91 
RUM JUNGLE Phase 2. upper level, WEM, 486-9494 « SAK’S ON 52ST 1052551 Ave, 432- 
Ave, 437-0231/710-1625 * SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438-0373 * 
UNITED CHURCH (0740-19 Ave * SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER 
St, 482-7649 * ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 10819-71 Ave, 438-6410 * 
438-2582 « STARLITE ROOM 10020-102 St, 428-1099 * STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, Sl oe fe eerie FA ee ior 
STRATHEARN UNITED CHURCH . 10-105 Avé « STUDIO 27 Fine Arts Building, U of a Campus . ; 
a eae ass tos 452-7770 * TRANSCEND COFFEE BAR AND ROASTERY 


2 Ave, 426-4767 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq. 


RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St, 444-182: 
5-45 Ave * RIVERDALE HALL 9231-100 Ave, 421-135 
IA CAMPUS 72 Street, south of 112 Ave, 479-9313 * THE ROOST 10245-104 
6 Ave, 429-3624 * ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THEATRE (2845-102 . 


TLE ROCK 507 St. Albert Rd, St. Alben, 458-9766 * CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, 643-4000 » 
462-6585 » CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, University of Alberta, 492-0601 * COWBOYS 10102-1809 St, 481-873: 
Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 472-7696 * DANTE’S BISTRO 17328 Stony Plain Rd, 486-4448 
LOUNGE Power Plant, U of A Campus, 492-3101 » DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE SHELL THEATRE © 
SASKATCHEWAN 8700-84 St, Fort Saskatchewan * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-992 
CENTRE WWEM Phase Il!, 489-SHOW * EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 20125-107 Ave, 471-9125 * FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theat 
3117 * FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St * FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511. 
433-9623 * FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 
3-4312/953-3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 
"S BAR AND GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 463-6397 * HORIZON STAGE 1001 
15 St, (436-1161) * THE IVORY CLUB 2540 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 
103  JEFFREY’S CAFE AND WINE BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 * JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 
lege, 10045-156 St « J.P. RANCH SALOON Jasper Place 
R Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 
KNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 * LA CITE FRANCOPHONE 8627-91 
St, 481-2786 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fl, 447-4495 « 
1D BILLIARDS 10250-106 St, 990-0704 * MUDDY WATERS 8211-111 
08-90 Ave, 490-1999 * NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 


IE 13535-109A Ave, 457-9417 « THE NORWOOD LI 
544-82 Ave, 437-7699 » ORTONA ARMOURY 972 
Whitemud Crossing, 106 St, 485-1717 * PALACE BANQUET 
TRE 10233 Jasper Ave * PEPPER'S SPORTS BAR & GRILL Westmount Cente 
PLANET INDIGO - ST. ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert * PLEASANTVIEW 
s, 492-3101 * PRISM BAR & GRILL 10524-101 
: Union Building, U of A Campus, 492-2153 
9 * RIGOLETTO'S CAFE 10068-108 St, 429-0701 * RITCHIE UNITED 
) « RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM South 


. 
MocKenny Ave. St Albert, 458-0860 * TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway 
9889-62 Ave, 436-9198 * TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10015-105 St * UNF HALL 10629-98 St 

439-9388 * VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030-102 St (downstairs), 42 
124 16-132 Ave, 451-5506 « WILD WEST SALOON 
MUNITY HALL 13915-115 Ave, 436-1554 * WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St. 436-5' 
9258, www yatterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-0428 « Y' 


0 « JULIAN’S PIANO BA 


ld Dr * NEWCASTLE PUB 61 


SAWRIDGE BANQUET CENTRE 3840-76 
DISCO 13710-104 St, 472-6336 * 


8-1099 * WEST END CHRISTIAN 
12912-50 St 476-3388 * WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winst 
586 « XWRECKS 10143-50 St, 466-806 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Aid, West 
9 « CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 
DECADANCE 1008-105 St, 990-1792/964-3168 * DEWEY'S 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 10031-109 St * FORT 
8 ® DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 * EDMONTON EVENTS 
re, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park 


82 Ave, 916-1557 * FOUR 


EGION 11150-82 St, 436-1554/435-5695 * O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 


102 St, * OVERDRIVE 


5859 » SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte 


Ave, 468-4115 * SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAVER 
ST. ANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH 9915-145 


ST. TIMOTHY'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 8420-145 St * STANDARD 6107-104 St, 
STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 


* URBAN FRAT 10220-103 St * URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St 


REFORMED CHURCH 10015-149 St * WHISTLESTOP 
on Churhill Sq, 428-1414 © WOODCROFT COM- 
9 * Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 994 
ESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert, 459-0295 * ZENARI'S 10180- 
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MAR OS BLACKBERRY TRAFFIC 


{ $3 prinks until 12 
Absolut Specials 
Shooter Specials All Night 


iy 
52-75 phsotut Cocktails 


No Line No Cover 
Until Midnight 


WS erected for cnery wonVl 
of chit beri with oreo 
@ prosented to heap you 
noni fests and gangue? oli 


ten reliance unite snore her 


rh - 
$ ‘35 A O nks 4 midnight 
¢ 2. 


- 


specials AN FORE 


HE 


10544-82 AVE. 
PH:437-7699 


MUSIC 


FEBRUARY 22 - FEBRUARY 28,2007. WU 


oo 
TT cua | MAR) JONCEN. 


Sheil ls ROOM 


7 PM - ALL AGES ~ TIX: MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, LISTEN, FS (WEM) 


in EXCLAIM SPRING FLING TOUR FEATURING 


) CHAMPION 


JUNO NO MINATED HIT SINGLE “NO HEAVEN” © 
WITH GUESTS 


MALA JUBE & YOU SAY PARTY! WE SAY DIE! | 

z .  DINWOODIE LOUNGE = 
Vv) 8 PM - ALL AGES/LICENSED- TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, {)))\ 

BLACKBYRD: LISTEN, SUB INFO DESK of } 


Der Driver FRIDAY 
kt MAR 30 
x 5 


KATAKLYSM with RIVERBOAT GAMBLERS and FAKE PROBLEMS 


MAY 8 - EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE {| messteeqiaairmtel tation) 


SUB INFO’ oa FS (WEM) 
EDMONTON AB - DOORS 6 PIM - GENERAL ADMISSION - TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, 


FS (WEN) M4 nes : i - 
Su ath ret (a STARLITE ROOM 


8 PM - 18+ NO MINORS ~ TIX: MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, ssn 
6 PM - ALL AGES - ST ARLIT BLACKBYRD, FS (WEM), Li FS (WEM. FREECLOUD SBEAR 


Hit?) saeaom | So BOUNCING SOULS 
d MAR 2 BPM - 18+ NO STA RLITE ROOM LISTEN w 


with guests STRIKE ANYWHERE 


|FRoaY) THE LONG WINTERS STARLITE ROOM 


MAR I, VELVET UNDERGROUND 7 PM ~ ALL AGES - TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, 


8 PM - 19+ NO MINORS - TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, | a LISTEN aie AND FREECLOUD 


BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW AT IMOKTTS MN ticketmaster.ca 451-8000 (EDM) 
ALSO JOIN US AT MYSPACE.COM/UNIONEVENTS 
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/ bryan@vueweekly.com 
t people spend their 
thdays with their family, 
ing cake, opening pres- 
having a good time. And 
some people like to think of a 
as a sort of family, the City 
s’ Rick Reid's birthday proba- 
on’t include many of the whole- 
activities associated witha 


Streets—who are one of the 
hardest working bands in our fair 

s scene—are headed back out on 
the road this weekend and Reid will 
be ing his birthday playing a 
show in Saskatoon. 

“The promoter says he has some- 
thing special planned for me,” Reid 
enthuses, suggesting that Saskatoon 
is as good a place as any to spend a 
birthday. “I like Saskatoon quite a bit. 
It's very underrated. It has a cool 
music scene, and it’s a cool place to 
hang out.” 


PERHAPS THERE IS no better locale 


than the road for Reid to celebrate 
such a milestone, though, as it seems 
the City Streets are on the road more 
than they are at home these days. And 
while he admits that touring across 
the continent can get tiresome, Reid is 
confident that all of their hard work is 


Kt | SAT, FEB 24 (0 PM) 


= | THE CITY STREETS 
ec | WITHCORDOBA 
Ou | LOCKER ROOM PUB $8 


leading up to something bigger. 
“You take [touring] for what it is,” 


“he says. “We just figure, until we get 


to that next level, we'll just keep plug- 
ging along.” 

That next level may arrive sooner 
rather than later as the City Streets 
are planning to record a new full- 
length album as soon as they get 
back. According to Reid, the band has 
about 40 songs written from which 
they'll pull the best 10 or 12 for the 


album 

“We've got lots of songs together, 
but we're not sure where to record yet 
or with who,” he says, stressing that 
the band is carefully considering their 
options with an eye towards making 
their best album ever. “I think it’s real- 
ly gonna come together as a cohesive 
album. We're really excited.” wv 
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IN THE ROUND * 


An evening of 

PSS songs in the round 

featuring eight talented 

musicians from 

right here in our 
} Own backyard! 
ae. a FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 


CALL: 
438-6410 


FEBRUARY 23 

Songs in the Round Special 
featuring: 
Lionel Rault 
Marv Machura 
Laura Vinson 
Maynard Kolskog 

MARCH 9 

Hot Toddy 


Paul Levins 
Rhonda 0’Connell 
Terry Nadasdl 
Marty Siltanen 


St. Basil's Cultural Centre 
{0819-71 Ave 

Doors-7pm Shows 8pm 

2 Ave « (pickup or charge by phone 420-1757) : 

harge) * $17 door oe 
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solo 


ther hits 

I, gat and 

S his self-proclaimed™baby’—his 
dog Manson—out for a stroll in the 
ice and snow. But where Lai differs a 
bit from your average winter dog- 
walker is that he is also a highly 
respected composer and pianist. 

After a hand injury many years 
ago, Lai was left questioning 
“Whether music was really a plausible 
career. Instead of pursuing a career 
as a piano soloist, Lai turned to 
composition as another outlet for his 
creativity. 

“Playing the solo repertoire that I 
wanted to perform was extremely 
physically demanding on my right 
hand,” Lai reflects. “[The injury) gave 
me the opportunity to concentrate 
on chamber music.” 

Lai has no regrets about this tum 
of events, explaining that he was 
destined for this creative field. 

“Being a musician is full time,” he 
Mays. “I'm passionate about it. How 
many people in life know what 
they’re passionate about? Ask and 
they can come up empty ... I can't 
wait to get up in the morning and 
start banging on the piano or trying 
to create weird and wonderful 
sounds.” 


show in over a decade 


SUN, FEB 25 (3 PM) 


Lu 

— 

fea HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH 
| (10037 - B4 AVENUE), FREE 


WHILE HE HAS BEEN focused on com- 


posing for chamber groups for sev- 
eral years now, Lai’s upcoming 
recital will see him performing solo 
for the first time in over a decade. 
After much encouragement from 
friends and colleagues, Lai felt it was 
time for a solo concert featuring 
music that is dear to him—including 
works by impressionist heavy- 
weights Poulenc and Debussy, along 
with some Albéniz and even Gersh- 


win’s Rhapsody in Blue. 

The last piece is something that 
Lai will perform as a crowd-pleaser, 
but it’s also sort of his way of thank- 
ing people for giving him the oppor- 
tunity to live and make music in 
Edmonton. 

“I get to make a decent living 
doing what I love to do—it’s not 
work!” he laughs. “My music and 
what I've been able to accomplish 
means something to me; it’s not 
something you can buy at Wal-Mart. 

“Hopefully, it gives people a cer- 
tain amount of pleasure, and if noth- 
ing else, they're able to escape for a 
little while,” Lai continues. “It’s my 
way of communicating.” w 


Hear the rock ‘n’ roar of 
Vancouver's Pride Tiger 


TARA ZUROWSKI / tara@vueweekly.com 
ast Vancouver's Pride Tiger 
E: a band that worships at the 
altar of classic rock, mirroring 
the sounds of bands like Black Sab- 
bath, Lynyrd Skynyrd and Deep Pur- 
ple. Pride Tiger has also been struck 
with a lot of Thin Lizzy comparisons 
since it busted out last year with its 
debut album Wood, Dhak, Froese, 
Payette, nine tracks of honest, hard 
rock goodness. 
Pride Tiger features three ex-mem- 
bers of metal act Three Inches of 
¢Blood—vocalist/drummer Matt Wood 
and guitarists Sunny Dhak and Bob 
Froese—along with bassist Mike 
Payette of skate punk group STREETS 
(Skating Totally Rules, Everything 
Else Totally Sucks, for the uninitiat- 
ed). Though the Pride Tiger lineup 
reads much like a role call of who’s 
who in Canadian jams, it’s the music 
and not the credentials that make 
Tiger a force to be reckoned with 
“We had always talked about pos- 
sibility,” Wood says. “We were all 
into a lot of ‘70s rock, and we had 
®nd of talked about jamming before. 
We just decided to go for it. It was 
time we start writing a couple of 
Pride Tiger songs. 


“NONE OF THE BANDS we were in 


EKLY 
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= | PRIDE TIGER 
coe | WITHTHE FROSTED TIPZ, HEADBAND 
©. | STARLITE ROOM, $10 


came close to the kind of music we 
listened to or liked,” Wood continues. 
“Playing for Three Inches just sort of 
nagged at me so bad. I just had to be 
in a rock band—I didn’t really want 
to be in a metal band anymore. So 
we all quit what we were doing and 
just concentrated on this.” 

While listening to Pride Tiger’s 
album, you'll notice that underneath 
the catchy riffs, feel good rhythms 
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and classic melodies lies a diamond 
mine of technical savvy, tight playing 
and good ol’ fashioned songwriting 
that never misses a beat. The guitar 
lines on the album are the kind that 
make you say, “God damn,” but 
Wood says that it’s even better live, 
which could be why the band sold 
out the first show it ever played, and 
has sold out every show since. 

“It’s loud and it’s drunk, and it’s a 
little more burly than any of our 
recording,” Wood remarks about the 
band's live show. “It’s rougher. What 
can I say? We are a band that loves a 
good time—just a stoked bunch of 
kids who want to live it.” w 


MUSIC 


PREVUE / THU, FEB 22 / ELLIS / WITH SCREWTAPE LEWIS / URBAN LOUNGE, $5 
It's safe to say that the four guys who make up Edmonton's Ellis are on an upswing of 
late. They've been hanging in there together as one unit for the last couple of years 
and they re gearing up to record a new disc in Vancouver. Right here and now, though, 
they've been handed the crown as Sonic's Band of the Month for February, and there's 
a bit of excitement about the possibilities that come with the title. “It's about brand 
recognition,” says guitarist Kory Read. “And even if someone doesn’t hear the single 
on the radio—it gets regular rotation, but it's not super high rotation—even if it’s 
them hearing the name, the next time around they'll be like, ‘oh, where | have heard 
them before?’” Ellis will be showcasing for Sonic at the Urban Lounge and then 
they're heading for another showcase in Toronto for Canadian Music Week. —EDEN 


MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


Is that Jets Overhead, or is 


he just clearing his throat? 


TARA ZUROWSKI / tara@vueweokly.com 
f must confess, I’m shopping 
| for some new clothes with 
Antonia [Freybe-Smith, 
vocalist] right now,” admits Adam 
Kittredge, vocalist/guitarist of Jets 
Overhead, upon answering his 
phone. 

“We have a photo shoot and want 
to look good. It’s definitely been a 
good new year.” 

The good year that Jets Overhead 
is having has picked up a little bit 
more with the band’s recent Juno 
nomination for its debut full-length, 
Bridges. Jets Overhead has been 
thrust further into the spotlight, 
though the band has not made it 
through without a few war wounds. 

“The last video shoot we did, the 
make-up artist told me I had a uni- 
brow,” admits Kittredge. “That was a 
pretty good blow. I didn’t become 
self-conscious and let her turn me 
into a neurod and start plucking my 
brow. I'm telling you, if you see me, I 
don’t have one! I told her to stay 


woe | THE FEB 27(8 PM) 


— 

=| JETS OVERHEA 

ec | WITHTHE GOLDEN DOGS, SEVEN DEVIL FIX 
_ | POWERPLANT, S10 


away from it!” 


KITTREDGE IS USED to taking a little 
bit of flack, though, having been 
accused of having some quirky 
habits when it comes to his hair and 
clearing his throat. 

“| don’t love to wash my hair,” 
admits Kittredge. “It’s a catch 22. ! 
don’t particularly like the way my 
hair looks after it's been washed. |! 
looks more natural to have hair oil. 

“And thanks for bringing up the 
throat clearing,” he continues, laugh- 
ing. “It’s a Kittredge trait. I inherited 
it from my grandpa. | remember him, 
at 100 years old sitting on the couch 


letting it fly—frog in the throat. It was 


unreal ... I think it keeps my vocal 
chords a little more gritty and per- 
haps allows me more longevity.” ¥ 
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is the best way for me to 
from so far away,” he 
e often driven 25, 30 
ut of Whitehorse to play our 


ye decide to get out of here, 
jing to try to play three times 
ye can and everywhere we 

er it’s for five people or 75 

, because we want people to 


“For people from Whitehorse, if 
you're going to go out, you're tour- 
ing,” he continues. “You're not going 
to take a Sunday or Monday off. 
We've got 24 shows in our first 15 
days. I just did {a tour] recently that 
was 32 shows in 32 days from Toron- 
to to here.” 


FOR THE TIME BEING, Tentrees has 


been making his music and taking 
leaves of absence so that he can tour, 
but he’s hopeful that this will be his 
last year working a nine-to-five job. 
That might seem a little difficult to 
believe considering Whitehorse’s rela- 
tively small population of 25 000 peo- 
ple, but Tentrees explains that the 
Yukon has the highest amount of 
musicians per capita in Canada who 
are employed by playing music. 

“For every 500 people in the Yukon, 
seven per cent of them make their liv- 
ing from playing music—house gigs, 
touring, teaching music,” he notes. 
“There was a really hardcore bunch of 
musicians who came up here from 
other parts of Canada in the ‘70s and 
‘80s, after the rest of Canada got DJs 
but the Yukon still didn’t do that.” 

Those migrating musicians were 
able to find steady gigs, some even 
signing contracts with hotels and buy- 
ing houses as a result. Now that those 
musicians have settled down and had 
kids, there’s a vibrant, lively music 
scene up north. 

Tentrees hopes that his deal with 
Air North will open the doors for other 
musicians to get out and tour in 
places they normally might not have 
been able to afford. His loyalty and 
enthusiasm for the Yukon scene is 
evident and not at all surprising when 
he talks about his roots as a song- 
writer. 

"There are a lot of good musicians, 
but more importantly there are a lot of 
good writers here,” he muses. “When I 
first started writing songs, there were 
these songwriter nights, and they 
weren't just hacks playing three-chord 
songs, writing a song about their girl- 
friend that day. They were intense, so 
you'd have a week to write your next 
song and you better make sure it’s 
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rhe creel th B fh & Lomb 2100 laser. 
* First surgeon in Western Canada to use the new Bausch & Lo! 3 
*E cia fone of over 40,000 LASIK procedures, making him one of Canada’s most experienced laser eye surgeons. 
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NEW 
SOUNDS 


LUCINDA WILLIAMS 
WEST 
LOST HIGHWAY 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

Lucinda Williams has long 
been handed accolades for 
her songwriting—everyone 
THS ROCKS from Tom Petty to Mary 
Chapin Carpenter has covered songs 
she wrote—but what makes Williams 
so special is her own voice. There's a 
fragile quality to it, similar to what 
happened with Johnny Cash’s voice 
late in his life. When Williams sings, 
you wonder if she'll make it to the 
next line. It’s hard to say whether 
that’s a result of the physical limita- 
tions of her singing voice, or if it's 
because she’s just so damn wrought 


-with emotion that she’s constantly on 


the verge of her 119th nervous break- 
down. Whatever it is, Williams always 
wrings every last drop of pain and 
suffering out of her songs, even when 
they're not particularly sad tunes. 

On West, Williams sort of turns her 
back on the skin-and-bones style that 
she laid so bare on World Without 
Tears. But, while she’s changed up 
producers and let go of most of her 
road worn band—guitarist Doug Petti- 
bone is the sole holdover here—she 
hasn't abandoned the fearless 
approach that she embraces tighter 
on each new album, and the fragility 


- of her voice remains at the heart of 


the music. This time around, Williams 
walks the line between the atmos- 
pheric sounds of Essence and the grit 
that she developed touring for several 
years with the World Without Tears 
band. And while the chemistry she 
had cultivated with that band was 
impressive, the best thing about this 
new album is that it’s different. 
Williams is refusing to become com- 


® 
ist= 
recordsacds 


conqueror 


jesu 


top 10 sellers 


01. wincing the night away the shins 
02. hissing fauna... of montreal 
03. a weekend in the city bloc party 
04. friend opportunity deerhoof 


05. some loud thunder clap your hands... 


placent, forcing herself to try new 
things, and she deserves credit for 
that, because that’s what true artists 
do: explore their abilities and lay 
themselves out on record. 


DO MAKE SAY THINK 
YOU, YOU'RE A HISTORY IN RUST 
CONSTELLATION 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweokly.com 

The recurring aural motifs 
¢y that were dawning with 
ci more subtlety and sophisti- 
THSISOK cation on 2003's impossibly 
lush Winter Hymn Country Hymn 
Secret Hymn than in previous record- 
ings have bloomed on this new 
release into a series of deft composi- 
tions that showcase DMST’s many 
strengths. 

Each song functions as a suite 
unto itself, sculpted by multi-instru- 
mental mastery and a studio process 
that is both exploratory and disci- 
plined, linked into a mostly cohesive 
album (with the exception of two 
glaring but deliberately abrupt awak- 
enings of noise) 

Easy drumming patois provides a 
supple spine for the meanderings of 
strings, reeds and horns that make up 
the motley orchestra, mostly unbound 
by conventional pop structures, but 
nodding to them. History in Rust could 
refer to the twisting wrecks of musical 
forms DMST cherry-picks while build- 


ing their own—here the guitar goes. 


Spanish and out come bullfighter 
horns; there the chatter of communi- 
cation, like a drowning transistor 
radio, breaks into a Donovan-esque 
gentle lope. One track invokes Peter 
Hook's bass versus Satan’s fiddle, and 
on another, a freak-folkish singalong 


*Akron/Family would break out tam- 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


slightly sorry 


p.g.6 


sex change 


06. in my own time karen dalton 

07. in the abscence of truth isis 

08. keep reachin" up nicole willis 

09. writer's block peter, bjorn, & john 
10. all's well camberwell now 


get here quick on bus # 3, 5, or 135 west from downtawn or the #7 north from the southside 


MUSIC 


bourines for. Real lyrics, bell clear, ye; 
somehow unsurprising, occupying the 
Same space as any other instrumen: 
DMST have in their bags. 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
WE ALL LOVE ENNIO MORRICONE 
SONY CLASSICAL 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


Film composer Ennio Morr; 

¢} cone may be best known {o; 
the iconic theme to T) 

THISIS OK Good, the Bad and the Ug) 
but he has scored hundreds of ot! 
films since the early 1960s. This trit 

ute album glides its way betwee; 
styles, from schmaltzy to jazzy | 


. heavy, calling on artists both well 


and lesser-known to pay tribute 

There are plenty of highlights her: 
(my personal favourite is Metallica 
take on “The Ecstasy of Gold,” whic 
finds the band sounding raw an: 
invigorated in a way that recalls the 
pure adrenaline of their earliest days) 
but, as with most albums featuring 
wide range of contributors, there are 
some disappointments as well. The 
collaboration between Quincy Jone 
and Herbie Hancock on “The Good 
the Bad and the Ugly” is occasionally 
impressive, but too often the musi: 
ends up sounding silly as it is forced 
into the shape of a jazz tune, and 
Céline Dion turns in an unsurprisingly 
syrupy performance of a lyric over top 
of a Morricone composition written 
for Once Upon a Time in America 

In the end, though, even with the 
wide variety of musicians here, Morn 
cone remains the star, not only for his 
compositions, but also for the way his 
newly written between-song transi 
tions sculpt the album into one cohe 
sive composition. 


WU-TANG AND FRIENDS 
UNRELEASED 
NATURE SOUNDS 


TRENT MCMARTIN / trentm@vueweekly.com 
Though it’s obvious why 
¢y most of these songs were 
originally left on the cutting 
Ts room floor, tracks such as 
the “Intro,” “Queens Day ‘88” and "20 
Burglars” each have the distinguish- 
able imprint of DJ Mathematics, a reg 
ular DJ and producer of the group 
who also serves as producer for Unre 
leased, Mathematics specializes in the 
traditional Wu-Tang sound, which 
makes for familiarity, but occasionally 

sounds dated at the same time. 

The Wu-Tang Clan has always been 
about building the brand and pro- 
pelling the individual members to solo 
stardom, but no Wu-Tang album, solo 
release, mixtape or compilation since 
1994, including this one, has yet to 
come close to the majesty that was 
and is their seminal album, 1993's 
Enter the Wu-Tang (36 Chambers). 


MEGAN HALL / megen@vueweekly.com 
Autorickshaw's So The Jour- 
ney Goes is an eclectic blend 
of jazz and traditional Indi- 
TH BK an music. Even if you don’t 
understand the language, this mix 
blends so well that it’s easy to simply 
become lost in the music. 

The band eases the transition for 
fess worldly listeners by starting 
with an English tune, and the title 
track is a jazzy little ditty that has 
very few words, most of which are in 
the title. The album’s other English 
track is a cover of Leonard Cohen's 
“Bird on a Wire,” and while many 
covers can't match the original, 
Autorickshaw’s version is simply 
beautiful. It’s less jazzy and more 
soulful, and vocalist Suba Sankaran 
tames Cohen's words nicely. 

The one song that brought the 
album down a few notches was “Nali- 
na Kanthi.” At eight minutes long, 
with a break halfway through to 
repeat the title of the song over and 
over again, it’s too much. Still, 
Autorickshaw is a good way to test 
out the world-music waters. 


BACK BY AND 
SLIDE N SLIDE 
TRENT MCMARTIN / trent@vueweekly.com 


offers up the usual assort- 
ment of dirty Southern beats 
THS SUCKS: ong explicit lyrics laced with 
profane references of alcohol use, 
weed smoking, gun play, booty calls 
and hustling—you know, all the com- 
ponents of Thug Life. 

“Straight Up” is the album's most 
pop oriented track, while “Bet That” 
is a dirty romp, “Born a Thug” 
evokes the spirit of Tupac and the 
ode to weed, “So: High,” is a funk- 
infused groove. 

There's an impressive guest list 
here, featuring Young Buck, Chamil- 
lionaire and Goldrush to name a few. 
However, instead of enhancing the 
overall vibe of the record, the guest 
appearances only add to the defi- 
ciencies that weigh it down. The 
repetitive lyrical content and the 
familiar dirty beats sound more 
laboured and contrived here than on 
past releases. The overabundant ref- 
erences of booty, ballin’ and shot 
callin’ quickly become monotonous, 
giving way to humour rather than 
the hardcore gangsta image trying to 
be portrayed. 

Trick Daddy takes the easy way out 
with this unimaginative, lacklustre, 


& Trick Daddy's latest release 


Straight-by-the-numbers affair that 


Neither shocks nor inspires, unfortu- 
nately garnering only inadvertent 
hilarity. 


YouTube beats the boob: - 
tube in music videos 


= | ENTER SANDOR 


= | STEVEN SANDOR 
= | steven@veweekly con 


How many times a day do you get 
emails from friends urging you to click 
on this hilarious/gross/weird clip that 
just went up on YouTube? 

I'm sure, like me and countless oth- 
ers, you've lost count. But how many 
times have you gone there to check 
out a clip or video from an up-and- 
coming band? 

With traditional outlets such as 
MuchMusic and MTV playing fewer 
and fewer videos, YouTube is becom- 
ing the place to catch performances 
from independent bands. Whether it is 
snippets of a live show or a produced 
video, YouTube has got it all. 

| did a search for “Edmonton band” 
on YouTube and got pages of results: a 
video of “Rage Marker" from local 
metalheads Mervyn Albin, shots of 
Shattered Core playing in the studio 
and a live set from the Urban Lounge, 
Tupelo Honey playing live at EdFest, a 
blow-out-the-speakers-loud recording 
of local act the Bleeding Alarm ... the 
list goes on. 

One thing that really caught my 
attention was Edmonton experimental 
act Hardy Drew and the Nancy Boys’ 
seven-minute rendition of their track 
“Heavy Early,” which shows the band 
getting set up and ready to play, then 
launching into a not-particularly-pop- 
friendly song. Basically, this would have 
zero chance of being played on the 
nation’s music station. But, on YouTube, 
the band can find an audience—maybe 


QUICK SPINS 
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CRAIG SHARPE 
1AM 


MOA 

Shockingly bland! 

Makes Four Chord Gord sound 
Like GG Allin 


THE HIGHER 
ON FRE 
EPITAPH 


Emo triteness meets 

Crass modem R ‘n’ B meets 
Five smug nancy boys 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
IMAGINE THE SHAPES 
New York awesomeness! 


From ‘verbed up skronky garage 
To slut rock and back! 


ALKALINE TRIG 
REMAINS 
VAGRANT 


Cream floats to the top 
So does garbage and apples! 
And very small rocks!!! 


even more so than on MySpace. 

“It's absolutely the future of video,” 
says Hardy Drew drummer and song- 
writer David Leigh. “It allows you to 
sidestep some of the restrictive 
fequirements that MuchMusic has. If 
you see, at the start and end of the 
video, there's a lot of bullshit there, 
which captures what it’s like to play in 
a band. You are waiting while the 
band tunes, just doing nothing, then 
you play. Something like that would 
never air on MuchMusic." 

What puts YouTube ahead of the 
pack isn’t just its universally-recog- 
nized brand; it's the fact that it’s virtu- 
ally impossible to copy video from 
YouTube, so bands don’t have to worry 
about piracy. 

As well, having performances easily 
accessible to club owners and booking 
agents can help a band like Hardy Drew 
to get gigs, especially out of town 

The point of making a video is to be 
seen—to gain an audience. The irony is 
that in today's world, pop stars don't 
sell massive amounts of records any- 
more (see last week's column}—but, for 
the amount of records they do sell, 
maybe 6 000 a week, they get an inordi- 
nate number of plays on traditional TV. 
Maybe YouTube will be to MuchMusic 
what iTunes has been to the music biz. 

“There is time for MuchMusic to 
play more bands,” says Leigh. “But 
you know the advertisers are behind 
certain bands, and they get played six 
times a day.” w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE QUEEN 
PARLOPHONE 

My love of the Clash 

Made me grimly determined ... 

It's growing on me 


BLUE OYSTER CULT 

SOME ENCHANTED EVENING 
COLUMBIA/LEGACY 

Live performance disc 

But no cowbell on “Reaper” 
Fucking criminal 


AQUEDUCT 

OR GIVE ME DEATH 
BARSUK 

Catchy enough to 


Make toes tap, quirky enough 
To make brain cells snap 


GRAHAM PARKER 
DON'T TELL COLUMBUS 
ALOOOSHOT 


Roots music quandary: 
Walking the fine line between 
Genuine/cliche 


CAIN AND ABEL 
UP NORTH 
SUNDAY LEAGUE 


Concept albums and 
Canadian history 
Never rocked harder 
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& €BONY LOUNGE 


RCLuB 


EDMONTON'S ONLY LIVE 


Shows start Thursday 8pm, 
Friday and Saturday 9pm. 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT - STEAK & LOBSTER 
DRESS REHERSAL EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT - NO COVER 


2940 Calgary TrailSouth 465-6800 theivoryclub.com 


FINALY! COMBINE YOUR LOVE OF BOOZE, 70'S PORN, GAMBLING, MYSPACE AND 70'S PON 
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&5| TOTALLY GAY 
Barner 


I'd be hard-pressed to come up with any- 
thing that embarrasses me more than 
walking into the movie store and renting 
@ gay movie. | just cringe each time | 
pick up one of those cases covered with 
@ tiny rainbow sticker or that has racy 
artwork on the cover with naked male 
torsos or kissing ladies in wife-beaters. 
It's so much worse than renting gay 
horn. | can rent gay porn just fine, 
because when you're renting gay porn, 
it's already assumed that you're a pervert 
and you've already prepared yourself to 
be received as one. When you rent a gay- 
themed movie, you feel kind of creepy 
when you really shouldn't. You out your- 
self each time you walk up to the counter. 
You rent three or four other movies just 
so you can stick that one gay movie in- 
between them, hoping that the clerk 
won't recognize that the title you've 
picked isn't anything else but another 
lame romantic comedy or forensic thriller. 
It's like picking up gum and toothpaste 
and cotton balls to disguise that box of 
“™Zondoms you're trying to buy at Shoppers. 
The only thing worse than actually 
renting a gay-themed movie, however, is 
sitting through one: If there is one thing 
currently lacking in gay culture, it's good, 
interesting, engaging gay cinema that 
revolves around more than heart- 
wrenching coming out stories, terrible 
gay bashing, tragic male hustlers, AIDS, 
or the forbidden love between two les- 
bians stuck in empty marriages. One of 
the reasons | detest modern gay cinema 
so much is that, for me, it used to be the 
one of the only connections | had to gay 
culture when | was younger. And with 
every movie | watched, | found myself 
being constantly disappointed that the 
ject matter of most queer films was 
never relevant to my life, skewing what | 
had initially imagined life as a gay per- 
son to be. Sure, everyone comes out, but 
is the experience of a gay hustler really 
all that universal of a tale that needs to 
be told over and over? 


WATCHING GAY CINEMA CAN, though, 
be a very valuable experience and while 
| know I've just said that certain topics 
are ridiculously overdone there are some 
flicks that I'd recommend taking a look 
at, films that confront those issues—but 
in an original and entertaining way. 
The first gay-themed movie | ever 
<ivatched was introduced to me sort of by 
accident. My high-school religion 
teacher, of all people, recommended that 
our class should rent The Hanging Gar- 
den, as it was the only example of good 
Canadian cinema she could come up 
with. It's the story of a man who comes 
back to his small East Coast hometown 
after a long absence with flashbacks to 
his past as an obese gay teenager. It's 
Canadian, alright—if a member of the 
Rankin family has a role in it, it must be 
Canadian. But it was great, so thanks 
Mrs |-don't-remember-her-name. 

‘@ \y absolute favorite gaylish) film is 
Don Roos’s The Opposite of Sex. It's a 
weird, black comedy about Dede (Christi- 
na Ricci), the biggest, most manipulative 
rhymes-with-runt you'll ever watch on 
screen, and how she essentially fucks up 


her gay half-brother's life with her 
shenanigans. It costars Lisa Kudrow and 
Lyle Lovett (yeah, Lyle Lovett) and it's 
hilarious, filled with sex and blackmail. 
There's even a bit of AIDS tossed in, but 
it's not heavy-handed at all. For coming 
out stories, I've really only enjoyed the 
movie Edge of Seventeen, an ‘80s new- 
wave take on making your way out of the 
closet featuring something that | don't 
think is addressed enough in gay cinema, 
the spurned fag-hag. 

You can rent the acclaimed miniseries 
Angels in America. \t's basically all about 
AIDS, but it's not really just about AIDS, 
if you know what | mean. You don’t? 
Well, it’s artsy and filled with so much 
symbolism and allegory that it can mean 
whatever you want it to mean. So is 
Gods and Monsters. Boys Don’t Cry, the 
tragic story of a transgender man named 
Brandon Teena, is so extremely well 
done that there's nothing to fault. | never 
quite got The Crying Game, but | know 
there’s some sort of gay theme in there. 

My pal Erin recommends Tipping the 
Velvet if you're looking for some lesbian 
fare. She also watches The L Word on 
DVD constantly and loves (loves!) But /’m 
a Cheerleader. John Cameron Mitchell's 
Hedwig and the Angry Inch and Shortbus 
are both musts. And actually a really 


When you rent a 
gay-themed movie, you 
feel kind of creepy when 
you really shouldn’t. You 
out yourself each time you 
walk up to the counter. 


funny, really normal, slightly clichéd, but 
pants-peeing flick is Adam and Steve, 
perhaps the only real gay romantic come- 
dy I've seen with mainstream appeal in 
mind. Oh, and watch Pink Flamingos, it's 
so awfully perverse and disgusting you'll 
probably puke. But you're just not gay 
until you've watched a John Waters 
movie. Where do you think | learned 
about what tea-bagging is? 

Now that | think about it, there really 
are some good gay movies out there. In 
fact, | could list a whole bunch more if | 
had room. | guess | have no idea what | 
was even complaining about. Oh yeah. 
Girl at the movie store, stop giving me 
that look when you're scanning my 
movies. Yes I'm gay and | rent gay 
movies, but I'm only as creepy as other 
people think | am. 


ALSO | FEEL) SHOULD apologize for the 
Totally Gay To Do | wrote about in last 
week's column. The band Stinkmitt that 
| urged my readers to check out on Sat- 
urday never showed. Well, according to 
a plucky lesbian named Heather who 
befriended me and my pal, anyway. She 
told us the band had showed up but left 
the venue with some “superfans” for 
some “refreshments” and never came 
back. They weren't on by 12:30 when | 
left, disgruntled and with two too many 
beers in my system. The openers Lazer- 
snake were rad, however, so the night 
wasn't a complete wash. Sorry! I'll 
come up with something better for next 
week ... or else. Actually there is no or 
else. But didn’t that sound all intimidat- 
ing like there would be repercussions if 
| didn't? w 
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(OF WAR Knox 


AMNESTY RULES 

Metropolitan Church, 83 Ave, 109 St (452-1871) * Presentation by 
Bruce King focusing on the treatment and rights of detainees and 
‘the targeting of civilians during armed conflict * Tue, Feb. 27 
(7:30pm) * Free 


(CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205-101 St (479- 
1999) * Basketball; every Mon (5-7pm) * Healing Circle; every 
Mon (6-8pm) * Boxing; every Mon/Thu (7-Spm), every Tue (5-7pm) 
* Volleyball; every Tue {6-8pm) * Sewing Circle; every Tue (6- 
8pm) * Beadwork Class; every Wed (6-Bpm) * C.N.F.C. Pow-wow, 
‘every Wed (6-Spm) * Hip-Hop Class; every Thu (5-7pm) * Cree 
Class: every Thu [6-8pm) * Elders and Residency; every Fri (all 
day) * Safe Using and Harm Reduction: Last Fri each month 
{1am-12pm) * Tobacco Reduction; every Fri (1-2pm) * Drop-in 
Night every Fri (6-8pm) 


(CITIZENS FORUM ON THE ALBERTA TAR SANDS Allendale 
Community Hall, 630-105 A. St (988-3802) « Meeting every 2nd Sun 
{7-9pm}; sponsored by the NDEnvirocaucus * $2 


(CLIMATE ACTION RALLY Churchill Sq * Canadians for Kyoto’ rally 
for ection against global climate change festuring speakers, live 
music, and the raging grannies, ending with a film in the Edmonton 
Room of the Stanley Milner Library * Mar. 11 (noon) 


CONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton Church, 13212-1065 Ave * 
Meeting presented by Rev. Yvonne Racine * Every Tue {1-3pm) 


DAVID SUZUKI-F YOU WERE PRIME MINISTER Horowitz 
Theatre, SUB, U of (492-8558) * Your voice matters. Are you voting 
for the environment? Find out how you can get involved © Sat Feb. 24 
{730pm) * $15/$10 {low income) available at Earth's General Store, 
Audrey's Books, Parkland Institute 


GREAT EXPEDITIONS-HOSTEL TRAVEL Hostelling 
(ntemational, 10647-81 Ave (454_6216/455-5741) © Featuring 
Toronto, Flowers Under Water, Networks Is, and Isolations, slide 
presentation by Mufty Mathewson * Mar. 12 


HISTORIC CHURCHES Queen Alexandra School, 7730-106 St 
{439-2797} * Presentation by Mary Oakwell * Feb. 27 


‘THE HISTORY OF TANGO Convocation Hall, U of A Campus * 
Visiting artist lecture recital with Polly Ferman, piano * Tue, Feb. 
27 (Bpm) * $15 (student)/(senior)/$20 (adult) 


INTRODUCTION TO THE AGELESS WISDOM TEACHINGS 
Stillpoint Healing Centre, 11209 Jasper Ave (452-9388) © Lecture 
by the Edmonton Transmission Meditation Network * Sat, Mar. 3 
(7pm) * Free 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale School, 6415-105 St 
(469-9776) www.imagesab.ca * Meets every 2nd and 4th Thu (8pm) 
each month featuring presentations, speakers, workshops, outings, 
monthly and year-end competitions. Photographers of all levels are 
welcome * $40 (individual membership)/$50 (family//$20 {full-time 
student); visitors may ettend three times before joining 


JANE AUSTEN SOCIETY Edmonton Rm, Stanley A. Milner Library * 
‘Sublime Repose—The Spiritual Aesthetics of in Austen, lec- 
ture by Dr. Natasha Duquette® Sat, Feb. 24 (2-4 pm) * Free 


USTENING THROUGH LENT: THE "WORD" MADE MUSIC Sia: 
of the North Centre (459-5511) * With Della Dennis * Mar. 6-Apr. 
17 (7-3:30pm) 


‘THE LOS ANGELES RIVER AND OPEN SPACES I THE URBAN 
ENVIRONMENT GNCC, City Centre Campus, Am 5-142, 105 St 
Building * Lecture by landscape designer Mia Lehrer * Wed, Feb. 28 
{7pm) * $5 (M.A.0.E Works member)/$10 (non-member) 


LUNCH BY THE BOOKS Stanley A. Milner Library * Writing 
Biography: Pleasures and Challenges, panel discussion with 
Christine Wiesenthal, Juliet McMaster, and LS. MacLaren # Feb. 
25 (12:05-1250pm) * Free 


MEDITATION * Gaden Samten Ling Tibetan Buddhist 
Meditation Society; 11403-101 St wwww.gadensamtenling.org 
(479-0014) by Kushok Lobsang Dhamchoe; beginner Tue (7pm); 
intermediate Wed (7pm); advanced Sun (itam-1pm) * Srakes 
Kamaris World Spiritual Organization, 203-10132-105 St, (425- 
1050) www.tkwsu.org; Raja Yoga Meditation 


PARENT TALK (431-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton offers 
Support groups and workshops for parents at vanous city locations 


POSTS AND FORTS ON THE NORTH AMERICAN FUR TRADE 
1080-1870 Queen Alexandra Schoo! Gym, 7730-106 St (439-2797) * 
Presentation by Andy Korsos * Tue, Feb. 27 (70pm) 


ROAD TO SUCCESS Velvet Underground/Starlite Room, 10030- 
102 St (428-3372) © Networking Nights * Wed, Feb. 28 * Free 
(ARIA member)/$5 (non-member) 


‘SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (495-5930) * For women who 
are experiencing chaos as a result of a life crisis and who feel iso- 
lated * Group meats each week 


STANDING FOR PEACE Centre For Spiritual Awareness, 7621- 
101 Ave (471-0846) * An Edmonton Youth Initiative featuring 
quest presenter. Azim Khamisa * Feb. 28 (7pm) 


HYPERTENSION Strathcona Place Senior Centre, Main Lounge 
(433-5807) * Presentation by Peter Diep * Thu, Mar. 1 (1-2pm) « 
Pre-register 


‘SENIORS UNITED NOW-ST. ALBERT Aoyal Canadian Legion. 6 
Tache Street, St. Albert (449-1816) * Meeting featuring Kellogg. 
Wilson, speaking on Retirement Pensions and how to manage your 
‘own investments * Monday, February 26 (1:30pm) 


‘STANDING FOR PEACE ENDING THE CYCLE OF VIOLENCE 
Centre for Spiritual Awareness, 7621-101 Ave * Featuring Azim 
Khamisa, intemational speaker, author, founder of TKF Foundation, 
Stop Kids frorn Killing Kids * Wed, Feb. 28 (7pm) * By donation 


STEPHEN LEWIS AND AVI LEWIS Shaw Conference Centre 
(451-8000) * Presentation of one family’s quest for social change 
© Tue, Mar. 6 (7pm) * $75 at TicketMaster 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS © City Lights Toastmasters Downtown 
(426-5882) Set your own pace to become 4 confortable and confi- 
dent public speaker, meetings every Tue (noon) * Chamber 

(Chu: (780) 459-5206; Visit us and leam how to daliv- 
er alfective presentations, conduct business meetings, and develop 
85 3 communicator and a leader, every Thu (5pm) * "N'orstors: 
Beverly United Church meeting room, 11919-40 St (476-6963) 
Improve speaking skills, leadership skills, time management. organi- 
zalonal, listening and social skills; every Wed (7-Spm) * Pursasrs: 
Best Wester Cedar Park Inn, 5116 Gateway Boulevard (457-0808) 
Www pursuers org; weekly meetings to improve your communication 
and leadership skills in a supportive environment every Wed (7-Spm) 


TOURETTE SYNDROME Academy of King Edward, 8525-101 St. 
North door (1-886-824-9764) * Support meetings for TS adults and 
paronts of TS kids © First Wed each month: 


EVENTS 


s 4 


WOMEN IN BLACK in front of the Old Strathcona Farmers’ 
Market * Silent vigil every Ist and 3rd Sat ea month, stand in 
silance for 8 world without violence {10-11am) 


AFFIRM SUWNYBROOK-RED DEER fled Deer (403-347-6073) « 
Atfirm welcome LGBTO people and their friends, family, and allies, 
meet at Sunnybrook United Church evary 2nd Tue ea month (7pm) 


(ARAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex. sexual, gender 
differences in education and culture focus group * Contact Dr. 
Andre Grace (andre. grece@ualberta ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP 
ttp://groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton * Social group for bi- 
cunous and bisexus! women * 2nd Thu ea month (7:30pm) 
BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) * Large tavern 
with poo! tables, restaurant, shows, Members only 


Mon: Amateur strip contest with Mia Fallow, midnight, Dt 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Tue: Free pool and toumey, OJ 
Arrowchaser * Wed: Hump day with DU Sexxy Saan © Thu: Wet 
Underwear contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri, We made ‘em famous! DJ Eddy 
Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm * Sat: 
Undie night for men only, free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave (452. 
7960) * Open 24/7 * wwwwigayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT © A mature social group, couples 
and singles welcome * E-mail edmontonmusicnight®@hatmail.com 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 

ww edmontoniba.org * Monthly alter business maer: Network 
and share contacts in the GLBT business community * Second Wed 
ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11455 Jasper Ave 
(485-5742) or contact?@hivedmonton.com * Programs and support 
‘Services for people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS end related ill- 
nesses. Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm reduction, educa- 
Tion, advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost, 10345-104 St (387-2343) « 
Crossdressers, transsexuals. friends and supporters meet the 2nd 
Thu each month (8pm); http://groups.yahoo.com/group/edmon- 
ton_illusions/ 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization for les- 
bian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, 
graduate student, academic, straight allies and support staff * 3rd 
Thu ea month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. Contact Kris 
[kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmlivingpositive.ca 
{1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confidential peer support to 
people living with HIV * Every Tue (7-9pm): Support group * Daily 
drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 8406 
Mane-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) * Program for HIV- 
AIDS prevention, treatment and harm reduction in French, English 
and other African languages * Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-5pm) * 
Free {member)/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www geocities. com/mak- 
ingwaves_edm * Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners encouraged to participate. Socializing after 
Practices * Every Tue and Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488-3234) « 
Open: Mon-Thu Tpm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm * Bears Movie Night: Bears 
Club: last Sun ea month (1-Spm, TV room) * Trans 
Education/Support Group: Support and education for transsexual, 
transgendered, intersexed, two-spirited and questioning individuals, 
Ist, 3rd, last Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Cody * Sunday Night 
Men's Discussion Group: Mens social and discussion group; every 
‘Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at robwells780@hotmail.com * Friends and 
Family Playgroup: 2nd Sun ea month (24pm) with Noelle, friend- 
‘sandfamilyplaygroup-owner@yehoogroups.ca * Monday Movie 
Night: Movie nights with themed movies and discussion afterwards, 
every Mon * TTIQ Alliance: Support meeting for transgender, trans- 
‘sexual, intersex and questioning 2nd Tus ea month: 
Miqualliance@shaw ca, 718-1412 * GLBT Seniors Drop-In: Every Thu 
(2-4pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 * Sick and tired of being sick 
and tired? Cocaine Anonymous meeting; Thu 7-Bpm; CA Hotline 425- 
2715 * HIV Outreach: Drop-in circle every other Thu (7pm) * Youth 
Understanding Youth: Youth support nd social group; every Sat {7- 
Spm); yuy@shaw.ca; www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Suit Up and 
Show Up-Big Book Study; Sat (12-2); suitupshowup@hotmail.com * 
NDP LGBT Caucus: last Sun ea month with Jay, 488-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back entrance (990-0038) 
Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu, Sun Bpm-3am; 
Fri Sat 8pm-4am; closed Mon, Tue, Wed # Thu: Thursdays are 
Gorgeous with Hostess Hootie McBoob, featuring Drag Kings and 
Queens, burlesque and amateur strip the last Thu ea. Month * Fri; 
All Request Dance Party every Friday, DJ Jazzy with rotating shows 
every week ® Sat: Always like New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) 
downstairs and DJ Jazzy [new music) upstairs © Sun: Flashback 
‘Sundays: Featuring hostesses Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair, rotating 
guests. Free poo! all night long: $3 cover * Weekends: $4 (mem- 
bers)/$6 (non-member)/Sun $2 cover 


‘SINGLE LESBIANS 4 PLUS = A woman's social group, gathers 
‘Onoe a month on Sat for conversation over tes and coffee © 
Information &-mail: singlewomen40plus@hotmail.com 


‘STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * Steam baths 
‘open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (489-6557) « Open Daily (noon)  Sat- 
Tue Karaoke with Tizry and Patrick * Sat-Sun Pool Toumaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


(CONTACT ALBERTA Facult= Saint-Jean Auditonum, 8406 Marie~ 
Anne-Gaboury St * Presented by the Fegroupement astishque fran- 
coptione de !’Alberta (RAFA) featuring three shows of dane, music 
and poetry staring eighteen artists fram Pacific to Avlantic oceans * 
‘Mar. 24 (Fri-Sat 7.30pm; Sat 2pm) * $10 (adult/$8{student) 


CORNERSTONE COUNSELLING CENTRE Woodvale Community 
Hall, Millwoods Golf Course, 4510-50 St 1482-6215) * Fundraiser 
featuring Kokopelli Gran Choir and Rooney and Punyi production of 
Hats and Gloves. Hard Work and Dreams, and a silent auction * 
Sat, Mar, 3 (5pm cocktails; Bpm dinner) * $60 


DESSERT GALA Highlands Golf Club (702-4164) * Fundraiser for 
the Canadian Red Cross semi-formal of business attire (no denim) 
featuring speaker Sheldon Kennedy, live entertainment. a silent 
auction and more * Fri, Mar 2(7-11pm) * $50 


EDMONTON JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL West Mall 8. WEM (487- 
0585) ® Featuring films Watenwarks, Bonjour Monsieur Shlomi, 
Shanghai Ghetto, Live and Become * Feb. 25-26 (7pm and 9pm) * 
$10 (each)/$36 {festival pass) 


AN EMPOWERING NIGHT FOR DEFENSE NIGHT 
Tucker Amphitheatre, Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 Ave (992-3591/423- 
4102) * SACE presents this informstion about sexual assault with @ 
fun/interactive demonstration about awareness and self defenss * 
‘Sun. Feb. 25 (6-Spm)} * $10 at the Sexual Assault Centre, prooaeds go 


AL Morcus prishs 12526-1268 Avo 
¢ ne Fi Fe.) sorte Edmonton: part of Black History 


Aseina UP THE TAR TAR SANDS-GHOSTS OF FUTURES PAST: 
‘TOM BERGER IN THE NORTH Stanley Milner Library, 7 Sir 
‘Winston Churchill Sq (439-1160) * Mout of Using the 
pops to Fuel Alberta's Tar Sands. Film screening 


Presented by the Sierra Club of Canada tes 
turing speakers Stephen Hazell, Mark Anielski, and representativ:., 
of Northem First Nations * Mon, Feb 26 (6:30pm) 

HE DIED WITH A FELAFEL IN HIS HANDS Whitemud Crossin, 
Library, 4211-106 St (496-8357) # Part of the Sunday Afternoons 
St Whitemud Cultural series, feature film rated 18A. some explicir 


wiolence, frequent coarse language, sexuality and disturbing 
scenes * Sun, Feb. 25 (2pm) 


ORCHID ESCAPE MacEwan cilegs South, =. 7319-29 A 
(456-1396) * Orchid Society of Alberta's 30th anniversary show, 
featuring hundreds of exotic orchids * Feb. 23-25 * $6 {od 
(student/senior}/trea {child 12 and under) * Jean Haas discuss. 
Orchids in Horticultural Therapy; Set, Feb. 24 (2pm) « 
Prosentationy on all angles of orchid-care, for beginners, export 
windowsill and greenhouse growers Sat-Sun {11am) 


RIBBON ROUGE ARTS HIGHT Dinwoodie Lounge, 2nd F) 
Students’ Union Building, 8900-114 St. U of A Campus (994-7354 
* An Ode to the Survivors: Live music and dance performances 
free food, an African influenced fashion show. art exhibit and a 
silent auction * Fri, Mar 2 (6:30pm) * $10 {student)/$15 (adv 
donating to orphans of HIV 994 7364 


‘A SOCIAL HISTORY OF TEA Futherford House (422-2697) * Psy 
the Tea and Talk series * Thu, Feb. 22 (7pm) # $10/$8 (member) 


‘SWING EMPORIUM DANCE German Danadian Cultural Centr: 
8310 Roper Rd (628-2839) * Dinner and dance * Sat, Mar. 3 
(6:30pm cocktails; 7 20pm dinner; 9pm dance) * $40 


AAVENETIAN AFFAIR 5 St. Anne Street, St Albert Place, St. Alber 
(460-4310) * An Evening with Artists: Wine tasting, music, silent 9: 
live art auctions and more * Set, Mat. 3 {7pm door) * $35 


WALKER-A-THOM Londondeny Mall (732-1221) = Fundraise: {: 
Seniors Driving Centre of Edmonton * Mar 9{8-10am) 


WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD-SCARED SACRED ((0 |): 
(Behind CAB), U of A Campus © U of A International presents » 
documentary visiting the ‘Ground Zeros’ of the planet, looking | 
hope in the darkest moments of human history. Followed by 2 
‘and A period with Amnesty Intemational * Free * Mar 6 
{Welcome to the Ree! World information available at 
http intemational.valberta.ca/globaled_events php?id=21 


WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD-A STATE OF MIND Uo! 
Campus, CEB 325 (Behind CAB), U of A. www.international ualhe: 
ta.ca/globaled_events php?id=201 * Documentary followed by 2 
Qand A period with Wieran Jiang * Feb. 27 * Free 


KARAOKE 


BAR-B-BAR 4249-23 Ave (461-2244) © Every Thu and Sat (9pm) 
James, Mr, Entertainment * Every Sun (7pm): James, Mr 
Entertainment 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain Rd (484 
7751) * Every Wed (8pm-12am); every Thu, Fri, Sat (9:30pm- 
1:30am) with Right Said Ed 

SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) * Every Sun 
{8pm-12): with Jeannie and Bruce 
CASTLEDOWN'S P UB 16753-100 St * Every Tue (9pm-tam) 
with Off-Key Entertainment 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne Rd (462-6555) * 
Every Tue (Spm); with Sonia, Prosound Productions 
(CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd (472-7695) « 
Every Thu 
CEO PUB 9605-66 Ave (435-5050) * Every Mon (Spm): with 
Sonia, Prosound Productions 
FRANCO'S PUB 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4536) * Every Thu-Sst 
{9pm-2am): with Jeannie and Bruce 
GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Every Tue-Wed (9:300m) 
Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
HAWKEYE'S TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) * Every Fri (Bpm-mic 
night): with Deb Thulin, Hot Karaoke Productions 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (451-0587) © Every Fri-So\ 
{1 0pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd (431 
5815) * Every Sun (8pm): With Evolution Entertainment 
(MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) # Fridays karaoke (Spr 
fate): with Chris 


M0JO'S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998-7888) * 
Every Fri (9:20pm); with Sonia/Prosound Productions 


WEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * Every Thu Karaoke 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) * Every Thu 
{Spm-1am) 

(ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * Karaoke 
Mondays: Every Mon (9pm); Hosted by Mr. Entertainment's Scott 
Parsons * Salsa and the City Thursdays: Latin music and Salsa 
lessons; every Thu (Spm) 

ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St(457-1649) * Every Wed/Thu/Sun 
{9:30pm-2am); with TLC Entertainment 


PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 195 St, 113 Ave (451-8022) * Every 
Thu (9:30pm-1:30am): with Gord trom Stonerock Productions 


RATT 2-900 Students’ Union Bldg, 8900 114 St, U of A (492-2153 
* Hey, What Are These Tunes Called?: Nama That Tune every Tuo 
with Colin Krieger * Karpoke, baby: every Wed (9pm): with Colin 
and Darrell 


ROSARIOS 11715-1068 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running Karol 
har; 7 days week 

ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL + Downtown, 10504-101 St (423- 
3499), Every Mon-Sat (9pm), Sun (Jom): with Ruth * Highstree!, 
10315-124 St (482-1600), daily {2 30pm) * Old Stratheona, 10475 
80 Ave (439-7211); every Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1'30am) * 99 St. 63 
‘Ave; every Thu-Sat (9pm-1am), with Off-Key Entertainment 


‘SANTANNAS 17930 Stony Plain Rd (481-7625) * Every Wed 
{8pm-12): with Jeanne and Bruce 


‘SILVER MARTINI }0568-155 St * Every Sat (Spm-lam) with 
ProSound 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING DESCO 1337101 
‘St (472-6536) * Every Tua, Fri-Sat f7om-mnidnight), Sat-Sun (1-5pm) 


‘THORSBY HOTEL + Every Sst {2.50pm 1.30am) with Prosound 

10143-50 St * Every Was (790-1100 
beg Ail 
YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Camogie Dr, St. Albert (459-0295) * 
Every Thu (9:30pm-2am), with Off-Kay Entertainment 


‘ZAKS ON SYST AVENUE 10525-51 Ave (432-5853/436-5047) * 
Karaoke Nights. Every Fri (10pm-2am) 


fear of the damp and the dark and 
amped. In a place fitting that descrip- 
tion, you can track down clues to a mystery 
that will inflame your curiosity and educate 
your soul; you can tap into a fresh surge of 
courage that'll render at least some of your 
suffering irrelevant. Expect a miracle to 
appear in the shadows, Aries. It could 
resemble a cornucopia spilling over with 
diamonds and potatoes, or maybe a 
charred fireman's helmet bedecked with 
sexual roses and fresh $20 bills. 


TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 

Non’t you dare get superstitious on me, 
Taurus Just because you've had more than 
your fair share of luck lately doesn’t mean 
that you're now going to get less than your 
share. tt is possible that you'll have to work 
harder to continue benefiting from what 
has been coming pretty easily. And it may 
be the case that you'll be pushed to take on 
responsibilities that you assumed were 
covered by other people. But that doesn’t 
mean you should lower your expectations. 
if anything, you should ask for even more 
fun, fascination and freedom. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

Calling all you big fish languishing in small 
ponds, all you flashy amateurs who've 
been avoiding tougher audiences, all you 
closet geniuses who have used shyness as 
an excuse to keep your idiosyncratic bril- 
fiance under wraps: this is your wake-up 
call. Sneak or saunter or leap up to the 


1EYOU WANT TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 
PLEASE PHONE 426-1996. 
DEADLINE IS NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 


AUDITIONS 


Century Dinner Theatre is now holding auditions for 
its spring show. Please e-mail: audition@shaw.ca to 
make an appointment. 


EDUCATIONAL 


VANCOUVER ACADEMY OF DRAMATIC ARTS 
F/T Acting for Film & TV 
Student Loans Available 
www.vadastudios.com 
1-866-231-8232 


HELP WANTED 


STUDENTS 
& SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


next level of excellence—or else! Or else 
what? Or else your pretty fantasies will 
Start to decay. Sorry to be so pushy, but I’m 
aching to see you seize the Starring role in 
the unlived chapters of your life story 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Question: which part of you is too tame, 
overcivilized and super-domesticated, and 
what are you going to do about it? Answer, 
from Jason R, a Cancerian reader: “| was 
like a mole in a suburban backyard. | had 
just one little path | trod each day: to the 
compost pile and back. | chewed on 
orange rinds and leftover cabbage. | was 
tamed by the comfort of my familiar envi- 
fonment, content to have a narrow vision 
But then | was eaten by a hawk and 
became part of a wild, free body. Now | 
perch on the tops of trees and the peaks of 
roofs. | survey giddy-wide horizons, from 
the river to the mesa and far beyond. | 
have a wealth of choices. Where to fly? 
What to hunt? Who are my allies? My 
thoughts breathe deep, like the slow 
explosion of sun on the morning lake.” 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 

You're strong medicine these days, Leo. 
You're 100-proof mojo. You might want to 
consider pinning a warning label to your 
shirt or jacket. It could say something like 
“Caution: contents are hot, slippery, and 
under pressure. Use at your own risk.” It's 
not that you're evil or neurotic; it's just that 
as you revisit and revision your deepest 
psychosexual questions, you have so much 
cathartic potency that you're likely to 
transform everything you touch into a more 
authentic version of itself. People with 
weak egos will be afraid of that, while 
those with strong constitutions will love it. 


reer a Sieg yy Peas 

VIRGO (AUG Z3-SEP20) 

Here are tips on how to get the most out 
of your time with the other signs of the 
zodiac during the next three weeks. With 
Sagittarius: think bigger and go further 
than you normally do. With Libra: enjoy 
beautiful things together. With Cancer: 
make yourself easy to give to. With Tau- 
tus: let him or her help you get less theo- 
retical, more practical. With Aquarius: 
collaborate in making the flow of ideas 
crackle and splash. With Capricorn: to 
deepen your bond, laugh at hypocrisy 
together. With Pisces: join together in 
feeling rich emotions about a person or 
situation you both care about. With Gemi- 
ni: dare to express three of your different 
sub-personalities. With Aries: remember 
that spontaneity leads to truth. With Leo: 
playfully brag to each other. With Scorpio 
dive down together, going deeper than 
you could have by yourself 


LIBRA (SEP 23- OCT 22) 

“Dear Rob Brezsny: two months ago | met 
the first person with whom | am completely 
psychic. We fell deeply in love, of course. 
But it turned out that neither of us was 
ready or able to fulfil the potential of our 
connection because we are nowhere near 
as profoundly in love with ourselves as we 
are with each other. The good news is that 
through my love for him, | have intensified 
my desire to learn to love myself. The bad 
news is that we can't really be together as 
fate intended until we upgrade our self- 
love. —Lucky Yet Unlucky Libra.” Dear 
Libra: | hope your testimony will inspire 
other Libras to boost their luck in love by 
deepening their love for themselves. Astro- 
logically speaking, it’s a perfect time to 
attend to this worthy project. 


SCORPIO TDS Yat i} 

In the coming weeks, you'll attract cosmic 
assistance whenever you add to your 
repertoire, branch out artistically or 
socially, or start gathering seed money for 
a project that may take years to ripen. 
Mythically speaking, the coming weeks 
will also be a good time to have intimate 
relations with a fertility god or goddess, 
and to plant magic beans that will grow 
into a beanstalk that reaches the sky. “Is 
that it?” you may be asking. “Nothing but 
good news?!” My only caveat, which is 
pretty minor, is that you might add a few 
pounds to your frame. |f you're a hetero 
woman, that could be caused by a preg- 
nancy unless you're careful 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

In a couple of weeks it will make sense to 
aggressively insert your vivid presence into 
the thick of the action. There will be dizzy- 
ing opportunities to chase down and intoxi 

cating connections to forge. But it’s 
premature to get riled up about all that yet 
For the foreseeable future, Sagittarius, take 
your inspiration from Franz Kafka, who gave 
the following advice in his book The Great 
Wall of China: “You need not do anything 
Remain sitting at your table and listen. You 
need not even listen, just wait. You need 
fot even wait, just learn to be quiet, still 
and solitary. And the world will freely offer 
itself to you unmasked. It has no choice; it 
will roll in eestasy at your feet.” 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN19) 

There are two basic approaches to manip- 
ulating people. In one, you manipulate 
people solely for your own good. In the 
other, you do it equally for your good and 
their good. In the second type, moreover, 


you deeply émpathize with)and even 
become more like the people you want to 
influence. You allow them to work their 
Magic on-you at least as much as you work 
your magic on them. Guess which kind I'm 
urging you to express right now, Capricom. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20- FEB 18) 


Human beings have employed steel to 
make tools, weapons and buildings for 
Many centuries. But it wasn’t until 1913 
that they discovered stainless steel, a 
stronger and purer version of the metal 
that’s virtually rust-free. | predict a com- 
parable development for you in the com- 
ing weeks, Aquarius. Some essential 
resource that you've been enjoying for a 
long time could become even better and. 
more useful. \t won't happen all by itself 
though. You'll have to want it and seek it 
and agitate for it 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 

‘Think dangerously!” read the headline 
on today’s bright yellow piece of junk 
mail, That sounded inviting. But the prod- 
uct being promoted inside the envelope 
was just a piece of propaganda: a maga- 
zine touting Libertarian dogma. | threw it 
in my recycling bin along with all the 
other doctrinaire crap | constantly get 
from fundamentalists of every stripe 
including rightwing religious nuts and 
leftwing atheists, New Age pollyanne® 
and intellectual cynics, science-haters 
and science shills. Now here’s the climax 
of this horoscope, Pisces: Really think 
dangerously. Question every belief, your 
own as much as everyone else's. French 
author André Gide said it best: “Trust 
those who are seeking the truth; doubt 
those who find it.” w 


EDS 


Small Retail Shop S. of Wetaskiwin looking for 
cashier/clerk, offering salary and room & board. 
Phone 780-361-3713 e-mail: snagware@incentre.net 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 
Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941. 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day). 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for 
feliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


Smith Grasdal Studios 
"Turn Your Windows Into Billboards 
PH: 780 479 5623 
smithgrasdal@hotmail.com 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981. 


SERVICES 
SACE - Public ; Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides crisis 
intervention, infant nel epee 
tion services. If required we can customize a - 
tation to meet ae needs. T: (780) 423-4102 / F: 421- 
8734 / E: info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca / 24 Hour 
Crisis Line: 423-4121 


Want to stop smoking? Attend Nicotine Anonymous 
pees’ every Wed, at Ebenezer United Church 
Hall, 106 Ave and 163 St. Contact Gwynn 443-3020. 


Ee Se Soe 
Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton offers support groups 


works! for parents. Various city locations. Call 
* or BLAZSZ for information. 


Had Enough? Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715. 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 
FREE“ FREES PHEE-FREE-PEE 
EE*FREE*FREECFREESFR 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication 
Placement will depend upon available space. 


SEEKING: director, actors and stage crew to 
expand upon and perform bilingual play (English and 
French) from ‘A to Z’. Potential to perform at Edmonton's 
summer festivals. Meet weekly. Improvisation friendly. 
Send resume to: amateurplaywrite2007@gmail.com 


Male between the age of 18 and 30 who 
can sing and dance are required for ELOPE’s production 
of Hello, Dolly! For more info call ELOPE at 988-0806. 


Actors Models, a chon Dancer Hopefuls! 
Holding Auditions, First Timers Welcome! Do you have 
the right stuff? Call (780)420-0163. CASH PRIZES! 


Edmonton Musical Theatre auditions of 
"ENCORE™The Best of 30 Years!" on Sat, Feb. 24, 
3-30-6:30pm at the EMT Studio, 10835-124 St. Ph 

475-8053 for an appt 


Y Teach English Overseas 


TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 


Job Overseas Guaranteed! 


1-888-270-2941 
globaltesol.com 


‘Classes start soon 
-Student Loans 
- HRSDC 


Vancouver, BC 


Program)lodaysforiayjob Tomorrow 


HFC AUDIO VISUAL INSTITUTE 


ENGINEERING & PRODUGHIOND 


TOLL FREE} 


1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


CLASSIFIEDS 


——_——sengntncs 


E-mail planetze@shaw.ca 
located at 10055-80 Ave; Wed-Sat 12am-Spm. 


°WOW-Wild on Words: We al! have something to 
and professionals alike—try 


itd 
3 


Artsy Mum, a collective of emerging artists with chil- 


dren, wants you! Share inspiration and childcare! 
PGE con 


Free tatoos, black and gray, large pictures/portraits, 


artist needs to buld portfolio. Jay 999-8182. 


FREE SAT ART DEMOS for all ages. No experience 


nec. Watch artists while they work. Mini-topics are for 


We Have A Great 
Job For You! 


LIEFF Promotions Canada, Canada’s 
leading product presentation company, 
is currently seeking energetic, 
enthusiastic individuals for live in-store 
promotions. Must be willing to travel 
within the Greater Edmonton Area. 


Theatrical and/or sales experience 


preferred, but no necessary. Vehicle a 
plus... $800-$1000 a week!!! r 
Paid Training. 


Call 888-565-7777 


to set up an appointment. 


Job location is Edmonton and Area 
Compensation: $800-$1000 per week. 
Full & part time positions ayailable. 


a f 
& David Shkolny; Mar. 10: Silk 
Painting with Helen Le Roux. The Paint Spot, 12418-102 
Ave, noon-3 pm. Ph 447-4551, www.paintspot.ca. 
sorts al Hoposet 1d ehtes/etntee OU Rt ek 
artists. Incl: |; 10s ; CV; 
ono info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


NEXTFEST is now for the 
ronalan Dende are vont noc 
tarts@gmail.com for more info 


om peeromreg eerarint 


ESPA is seeking @ part-time website administrator 
(PAID), 5 hrs/mo to perform basic web updates. con- 
tact@edmontonsmallpress. org for more info. 


MUSICIANS 


for skilled drummer, guitar, and bass 
for experimental artistic hard core project. Ryan @ 
934-4996. 


Open Auditions: every Thursday evening, 8pm-12am 
at THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail, Edmonton's 
only Dueling Piano Bar. For info Ph Tim @ 904-7455. 


bess player available for band/fill-ins. 
Young, neat appearance, excellent gear. All styles of 
music. Rod 405-4702. 


Songwriter seeks to co i/vocal 
male/female. Covers and originals. 405-4702. 


Male sangwriter/multi-instumentalist, 50s seeks single 


fem. mus/voc 45-55 to build a swing/jump duo together 
& travel abroad. Ross 707-3979. 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or older 

~ prize must be accepted as awarded 

- No one may enter any contest more 
than once 

- you may win only once every GO days 
- Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 

- no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 


- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 


- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 

- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Yue Weekly for 
publicity 

~Vue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 


REE LINES FOR $15 


CAPS OR BOLDING INCLUDED 


. ‘S0-yr-old collabo- 
rate wit Mto-mnied people. rah 57. 


* Wanted top 40/classic rock and blues bands. Promo 
pack and CD to JJ's Pub, 11827 St. Albert Trail. 


VOLUNTEER 


WELLNESS Focus Group Seeks participants to com- 
mit to a series of 4 free workshops before Spring 2007. 
Focus is on wellness services in Edmonton. Partepents 
will be asked to give feedback after one hour sessions. 
@-mail:feelgoodbewellin2007@gmail.com 


Volunteer Yoga Instructor: Strathcona Place 
Senior Contre. Ph Rita Mittelsteadt 433-5807. 


The Canadian Cancer Societys 6th annual Relay 
for Life on May 25-26 7pm-7am. Visit 
Www.cancer.ab.ca/relay or call (780) 455-7181 for info. 


CANANDIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 444-1547, 


Become a friend to a NEW Canadian. Dulari at 474- 
8445 or www.eisa-edmonton.org 


Mentors for Children/Youth: Act as a positive role 
model to onion in group care. Evenings or 
weekends. 2-3 hrs./wk. Various Edmonton locations. 
Lily @ 432-1137. 


Mission in the Mail: Sun, Mar. 11, the Winnifred 
Stewart Association is registering teams. Ph Nicole 
Jordan 453-6707 or visit missioninthemall.com. 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volunteers 
aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk youth, 
drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5947, e-m: 
osyc@telus.net 


We believe that all children have a right to grow in fam- 
ilies and schools, and that all adults deserve to have 
real jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and help to 
open the gates to community living in your area. 


Support the Youth Emergency Shelter ce ail 
Call 468-7070 to donate today—and-help YESS fulfill 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance! 


Movements Dance needs behind-the-scenes volun- 
teers for a Feb. 24 performance at the Citadel. Contact 
Brett: 415-5211. 


HipHepeYouth Group: looking for creative, leaders 

who want to learn more about liver health. Computer 

designers, health promoters, public speakers are wel- 
come, we will provide mentoring. Ph Melissa 444-1547. 


Volunteers needed to assist with homework for 
immigrants. NE location. Mon & Thu 


school aged 
6-8pm/Sat 10-12pm and 3-5pm. Great Experience! 
Call Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors Volunteer 
Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 732-1221. 


Want to make a difference in someone's life? Teach 
an adult to read and write. We are always looking for 
tutors in your area. Contact the Centre for 
421-7323 or find us online at www.famlit.ca 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research 
studies with the Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at UofA. Call 407-3775 or 407-3221. 
Reimbursement provided. 
at U of A” 


seeks individuals suffering from PHOBIA for 
research study. Call 407-3221. Reimbursement provided. 


Brain Neurobiology Research them eae at UofA 

seeks individuals who have recently delivered and are 
suffering from POSTPARTUM DEPRESS! 

research study. Call 407-3906. Reimbursement provided. 


ae ne Adult a 
Board of Directors. pre err ‘or lates 


“Ra Rap at Te pron 


SEEKING musicians, literary and visual artists 
for the U of A Hospital's Artist on the Wards volun. 
teer paren: Must have formal experience/training 
and be able to commit 2-3 hrs/wk for 6 consecutive 


months. For information of to book an interview, 
please call 407-8428. 


Edmonton May Week Labour Arts Festival: 
Looking for volunteers to help with the planning and 
presentation of events, outreach and fundraising, 
Wwww.mayweek.ab.ca for info. 


a 
Do you like to drive your own car in Edm? We pay the 
gas! To be appreciated, call Seniors Vol. Driving fo; 
more information at 732-1221. 


visure ( ions: Assist adults with intellectual 
disabilities to ila) in leisure activities in their 
homes or in the community. Flexible hours. Various 
Edmonton locations. Lily @ 432-1137 


CNIB is for volunteers with vision, advit: 
(50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For more info 
call Catherine 453-8304, 


a 
Do You Know Someone Who Has Diabetes? |;,.\, 
find a cure. Volunteers are required for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 
Foundation. Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 760 
447-1451; e-mail: events@afdr.ab.ca; wwwaafdr.ab ca 


Volunteers needed to assist newcomers with 


pronunciation and oar in a conversation ci 

cle setting. Various library locations. Weekdays/Sa1 
aft. Call Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 

in an office environment and 


, this IS 2 great opportunity 1 
help us out only one day a week. Call 732-1221 


Volunteers needed to teach classroom English 
to adult Downtown. Flexible 


If you enjoy 
speaking with 


jult immigrants. 
day/evening 3-4hrs/wk. Ph Judy 424-3545 ext 249 


Canadians for meet every Sun at 2pm down- 
town at the 2nd Cup Coffee Shop, Stanley Milner 
Library. Volunteer for the upcoming rally, 

e-m: climatechangeedmonton@hatmail.com 


Volunteers needed to teach simple Canadian 
recipes to newly arrived immigrants. Capilano/down- 
town. Saturdays 11-1pm, or every 3rd Thu 6-8pm. Ph 
Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants 
and refugees. www.multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 
Janina 423-1973. 


Volunteer to Strathcona Place Senior Citizen 
Centre Outreach Program. Ph Jo Royal 433-5808 


Volunteers needed to assist newcomers in com- 


pleting their 2006 tax returns. Sat mornings beginning 
March. Training provided. Ph Judy 424-3545 ext 249 


Volunteer for Canadian Mental Health contact 
CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or cheek Www.cmha-edmon- 
ton.ab.ca. 


WECAN FOOD BASKET SOCIETY seeks volunteers 
in the Westview Village neighbourhood. 
Ph (780) 413-4525 www.wecanfood.com 


The Unity Centre of Edmonton: Volunteer Board 
Members are required. Submit CV & Cover letter to 
Linda Armstrong yy Feb,28/07. Fax: 473-4548 / E: lin- 

_ faunity@shaw.ca 


ESL Tutors needed! Call PALS. at 424 - 
5514 to help someone learn English as a Second 
Language. Training and materials are provided 


Kiwanis Club is seeking volunteers to become part 
of the global Kiwanis. For info contact Colin Reichle 
at 460-9639 or Marg Day at 476-5033. 


Ve ers needed to teach English as Second 
. ee to set Ths the summer. 
Morning or afternoons at the Edmonton Mennonite 

Centre for Newcomers. Call Marty at 423-9516. 


to broadcast news for blind and print- 
Be, Edmontonians. Emait: arin thteaucites ee ee eee 


printeanada.com, or call 451-8331. 
s 


Print your a 


+ ome yams > 


sae 
be! "ee Te tere. 
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Deadline Tues at Hoon « Print legibly on lines at right + Up to 45 Characters per line + Every letter, space or mark counts as one character + Allow one space following punctuation 
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Thick about sex. My OB/GYN seemed to 
think its related to breast-feeding. | feel 
bad for my mcé—I know he is start- 
ing to take it personally. 

LOVE, SHUT OoWN MOMMA 


DEAR MOM r 

| have to admit I've been letting your 
question sit here in my “good question” 
file for months. As a new-ish mother 
myselt | can't easily write about this with- 
out taking it a bit personally too. 

Of course, it seems related to breast- 
feeding, it is deeply and inextricably con- 
nected to breast-feeding, a process 
involving sex- and sexuality-related hor- 


VOLUNTEER 


ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great time. 
Carmen 429-0137 x233. 
fittp://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com. 


i 
ESL Tutors urgently needed. Call P.A.LS., 424-5514. 
Help someone leam English as a second language. 
Training materials provided. 


Qe ———_——eey—y——————— 
The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton needs 
volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. 

For information ph 423-4102. 
5 IIIEEEE——E—E—E——EN 


Overwhelmed? ina Talk to us! No- 
Fee Walk-In counselling 482-INFO (4636) The Support 
Network, www.thesupportnetwork.com 


oS EEE 
Food Mot Bombs Looking for people to help out 
with cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. 
Ph 904-8751 or 
e-m: foodnothombsedmonton@hotmail.com 


ff you would fike to reconnect with your volunteer 
‘cooperation agency, or are looking to connect with 
other returned volunteers visit www.volcall.org 


Society of Seniors Caring About Seniors (SSCAS), 
drivers needed to assist frail seniors to appoint- 
ments; $8/ride. Ph Val 485-0311. 


The Sexual Assault Contre of Edmonton js in need 
of volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis Line. 
Hours are self-determined, you can work from your 
own home. Ph 423-4102 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


e. | don't even 


Mmones, intimate touch and boobs, so real- 
ly, how could it not affect your sex life? 

I've read a ton on this subject, if not 
before | had these kids, then certainly 
since (see?) and while most of what you 
see out there is common sense or non- 
sense, there are a few bits and bobs you 
may not have heard. Not everyone knows, 
for instance, that we all release pro- 
lactin—that’s the milk-making hor- 
mone—after orgasm, producing a 
sensation of satiety. Even fewer will have 
heard about the researchers who recently 
measured prolactin levels in laboratory 
subjects who masturbated to orgasm or 
had P/V sex to same. The screwers 
teleased 400 per cent more prolactin than 
the wankers did, possibly explaining why 
most people find partnered sex more sat- 
isfying than masturbation. 

Much work remains to be done (what 
about other kinds of sex with a partner? 
What about homosex?), but if we (the 
Lactation Nation) are already walking 


Wecan Food Basket Seeks Volunteers: 
Opportunity for people on limited incomes to access 
quality nutritious food at affordable prices. 
Volunteers needed in the Bonnie Doon area to help 
process food orders. Ph 413-4525 


A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Communities: Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 944-4687 Visit: www.a4he.ca 


Adult Day Support Programs provide seniors with 
special needs with a recreational/educational day 
program Donna 434-4747. 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
International: human rights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, prevention, 
care. www.cciorg.ca 


VOLUNTEER TUTORS NEEDED! Can you read 
this? Many can’t! Become a Tutor and share the 
gift of reading. Call PA.L.S, at 424-5514 to help 
change a life through literacy. Training and materi- 
als are provided. 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION 
for Alberta Easter Seals. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 
DONATE ITEMS, BID, HAVE A GREAT TIME. Carmen 
429-0136 X 233. 


E.C.A.W.AR. (EDMONTON COALITION 
AGAINST WAR AND RACISM) 
Volunteers welcome. www.wage-peace.com 
for info/contacts, Ph 988-2713. 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,000,000 
Ad Profiles 


-866-742-2218 


IN-UP 
REE! 


around with high levels of prolactin— 
which, of course, we are—we may 
already be feeling the sort of satiety that 
other, less milky people have to have 
partnered sex in order to achieve. We 
don’t want sex because we feel like we 
just had some and the drive to go get 
some more is suppressed 


BREAST-FEEDING ALSO reieases oxy- 
tocin, that busy hormone with jobs rang- 
ing from stimulating uterine 
contractions to causing your husband to 
Start snoring so soon after sex, to mak- 
ing prairie voles (and perhaps everyone 
else) bond to a partner and stick around 
to raise the children together. The oxy- 
tocin released at orgasm is responsible 
for the aaaaahhhh feeling you get as 
you nestle back into your beloved's 
arms. |t creates similar warm fuzzies at 
the mere touch of the right person— 
good hugs release oxytocin; unwanted 
or merely social hugs do not. Oxytocin, 


we 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 32, 
FRENCH. CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAU- 
TY. 440, 413-0294. 


FEMALES NEEDEDII! Make $799 US per 
month with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur 
website is currently looking for young attractive 

girls 

Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 3680-26-36; 
25 yrs; tight, toned, tanned; super fun; call for 
availability; 965-4968. 


Amber: Outgoing redhead; just 18; brand new to 
the industry, 34B-26-32; very open minded; call 
for availability; 441-1330. 


Chrissy: Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair; very 
busty; 23; ask her about special; call for avail- 
ability; 441-1330. 


Mae-Ling: 20 yr old Asian; great body; loves to 
pamper; no rush service; a delicate oriental gem; 
call for availability; 965-4968. 


ex 


Romantic 
ho 


of course, is released as your baby nurs- 
es, but also by just cuddling with her (or 
in some cases, thinking about her) 
Again, the sensations of calm happy 
shmoopy-pie satiety, while delightful, 
are not exactly conducive to going out 
and gettin’ you some. 

Add to all this the fact that your usual 
sex-drivers, estrogen and testosterone, 
are at an all-time low, and the chemical 
basis of the “just don’t wanna” that can 
last as long as you keep up the nursing 
becomes obvious. Add to that the sleep 
deprivation, the ambivalent (to put it 
mildly, also inaccurately) feelings that 
many of us harbour about the changes 
our bodies have gone through, and the 
vaginal dryness, and there ya go. Death 
of sex. For a while. Do not despair 

Here's my big secret program, which | 
hope to make some bucks selling to des- 
perate couples: Do not feel guilty. Guilt 
kills sex. Do not hide or contrive to fall 
asleep before your husband or vice versa, 


‘Gra 


Hot Male Chat. 
yp [BOAT 


reasts are sexy. Breast-feeding, meanwhile ... 


and do not lie or make excuses. A\l of 
these set up a familiar but deadly teenag- 
er-ish dynamic where you own the sex 
but won't be doling much if any out white 
your husband is skulking around like a 


_ Starving mongrel trying get whatever 


Scraps you might drop in an unwary 
moment. Yuck and ew. You are grown-up 
partners and you're on the same side. Do 
not forget this. 

Face your husband, clear-eyed. Remind 
him that it's hormonal. Remind him that it 
will end. Encourage him to keep offering, 
since your proposition circuits are down 
at the moment. And—teally important— 
if it doesn't sound unappealing, take him 
Up on it sometimes. Just because you 
didn't crave it doesn’t mean you won't 
enjoy it. Eventually, you'll even want it, as 
long as you don't have a bunch of stupid 
fights about it first 
LOVE, ANDREA 


PS: A blow job wouldn't hurt 


FREE Trial 72 


Tiimin/$24.95; 1,900.451.2853 
try for free! text “xtra” to SFREE 


@Vine. NO MORE LONELY 


\! 
v iM . 


NIGHTS 


| | (Just pick up the phone} 


PER HOUR 
SPECIAL 


ce Members! 


Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial tor MEN: 
702.2223 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Continuing Education Calendar? 


It’s our biggest Spring/Summer Calendar ever — 
chock-full of great ways to keep your skills and 
knowledge current and build marketable skills for 
your career. Available in stands at Safeway, Sobeys, 
7-Eleven and Mac's stores, at NAIT, by mail or online. 
Or call us and we'll mail you a copy. (780) 378.5000 


Publications Mail Agreement #40022989 


University of Alberta Libraray 
Bibliographic Services - Serials 
5th Floor Cameron 

Edmonton, AB 

T6G 238 


L>> Go further. 


&P Go further in IT 


Keeping your skills current is the secret to success 
in IT, That's why we offer hundreds of up-to-the- 
minute Credit courses on a part-time basis. 
NAIT's Computer Systems Technology and 
Bachelor of Applied Information Systems 
Technology courses are continually being 
updated to meet the demands of industry. 


> Go further in Business 
Get credit. NAIT,i5,on6 of the largest business 
schools in Westem Canada, Our esteemed 


full-time diploma and centificate programs offer 
part-time-options, so you can have it both ways 


wit “tnd a allt loinc 


met Purchasing 
ni Association of Canada, and MORE. 


further in the 


Ready to take that next step in your apprenticeship? 
Qualify for Blue Seal Certification through part- 
time study evenings or weekends: 

* Business Management Certificate Program 

* Supervisory Development Certificate Program 


We're all about choice for every level of 
tradesperson or hobbyist. 


© Go further in 
Engineering Technologies 


Through part-time study, you can get a head 

start on many of NAIT’s one-year certificate and 
two-year diploma programs — Civil Engineering 
Technology, Construction Engineering Technology, 
Engineering Design and Drafting Technology and 
Geomatics Technology, to name a few. 


&e Go further in the 
Health Sector 


For health care professionals, NAIT Continuing 
Education is your best solution to fit professional 
development into your busy schedule. Take 
advantage of the-many new options avallable 
through distance learning. 


— workon a credential or professional designation - 


WW 


> Go further wit 
cooking skills 


World class instruction in’ NAIT's ne 
Centre for Culinary Arts. Learning) 
chefs doesn’t get any better than thi 


Take youpaaste buds on tour, 
international cooking classes, — 
from Mexican and Asian cuisi 
Mediterranean dishes. 


> Go further: 


* Occupational Health & Sato 
* Becoming a Master Instructor 


Check out our growing number of 0 
Learning options. Paper online, a 
blended learning optie available to 
those who prefer having the flexibility to 
study on their own. 


Petroleum Engineering Technology, 
Blectrical Testing Technician, Emergency 
Management. Power Engineering, Water 
& Wastewater Technician, Health Sciences 
to name a few. 
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